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'NtvER'poor Wight of a Dedica- 


tor had leſs hopes from his Dedica- 
tion, than Thave from this of mine; 
for 1 It is written in a by-corner of the 


kingdom, and in a xetired thatch'd 


houſe, where Llive, in a conſtant 
endeavour to fence againſt the in- 


- firmities of ill health, and other 


evils of life, by mirth; being firmly 
perſuaded- that every time a man 


ſmiles,—but much more ſo, when 


he . it adds ſomething to this 
Fragment of Life. 

I humbly beg, Sir, that you will 
honour this book, by taking it— 
(not under your Protection, —it 
muſt protect itſelf, but )—into the 

A 2 
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country with you; where, if I am 
ever told, it has made you ſmile, 
or can conceive it has beguiled 
you of one moment's pain—I ſhall 
think myſelf as happy as a mini. 
ter of ſtate; — perhaps much hap- 
Pier than any one ( one only ex- 
cepted) ** * und ever read a 
2 4 
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55 am » great Sir , 


(and what 7 is __ to you? Honour) 
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= e and OPINIONS 
OF 
 TRISTRAM SHANDY, GENT. 


_ n 1 


CHAP. 4, 


/ 
I WISH either my father or my mother, 
or indeed both of them, as they were in 
duty both equally bound to it, had mind 
ed what they were about 8 they begot 
me; had they duly conlidered how much 


depended upon what they were then 


doing ;—that not only the production of 
a rational Being was concerned. in it, but 
that poſſibly the happy formation and 
temperature of his body, perhaps his ge- 
nius and the very calt of his mind; ;—and, 

for. aught they knew to the contrary , , even 
the fortunes of his whole houſe might take 


their turn from the humours and diſpoki- | 


tons which were then uppermoſt ;— — 


Had they duly weighed and conlidered | 


- 


* 


_ 
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all this, and proceeded accordingly,—1 


am verily perſuaded I fhould have made 


a quite different figure in the world, from 


that in which the reader is likely to ſee 
me.— —Believe me, good folks, this is 
not ſo inconſiderable a thing as many of 
you may think it ;—you have all, J dare 


ſay, heard of the animal ſpirits, as how 


they are transfuſed from father to ſon, 
elc. etc. and za great deal to that pur- 


poſe:—Well, you may take my word, | 
that nine parts. in ten of a man's ſenſe of 
his nonſenſe, his ſucceſſes and miſcartiages 
in this world, depend upon their motions 
and activity, and the different tracts and 
trains vou put them into, Jo that when 
they are once ſet a-going, whethgr right 
or wrong, tis not a half. -penny matter, 
—away they 80 cluttering like hey - go- 
mad; and, by treading the ſame fieps 
over and. over again, they preſently make 
a road of it, as plain and as ſmooth as a 
garden- walk, which, when they are once 
uſed to, the devil himſelf ſometimes ſhall 
not be able to drive them off it. 


Pray my dear, quoth my mother, have 
| you not forgot to wind up the clock? 
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| — — Good: G— —!.cried/ my father, 
making an exclamation , but taking care 
to moderate his voice at the lame; time, 
_ — — Did ever woman, fince the crea» 
tion of the world, interrupt a man with 
ſuch a filly queſtion? Pray, what was 
your father ſaying ?—Nothing. 


CHAP, II. 
Tarn, rens, nere ie e 
thing inthe queſtion that I can ſee, either 
good or bad. —Then, let me tell you, 
Sir, it was a very unſeaſonable queſtion at 
leak, — — beoauſe it ſcattered and diſperſ- 
ed the animal [pirits, whoſe - buſineſs it 
was to have eſcorted and gone haud in 
hand with the HomuncuLuys, and con- 
ducted him ſafe to the place deſtined for 
his reception 

The eee Sie. in ee low 
and ludicrous a light he may appear in 
this, age of levity, to the eye of folly or 
prejudice, — to the eye of reaſon in ſeien- 
tific reſearch ,. he ſtands confelſed -a BRING 
guarded and circumſcribed with rights, — 


The minuteſt philoſophers, who, by the 
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by, have the moſt enlarged underftand- 
ings, their ſouls being inverſely as their 
inquiries; chew us inconteſtably, that the 
Homunevevs is created by the ſame hand, 
=engendered in the ſame courſe of nature, 
—endowed with the ſame loco-motive 
powers and faculties. with us :— —That 
he conſiſts as we do, of ſkin, hair, fat, 
fleſh, veins, arteries , ligaments, nerves, 
cartilages, bones, marrow , brains, glands, 
genitals, humours, and /articulations ;—is 
a being of as much activity, — and, in all 
ſeriſes of the word, as much and as truly 
our fellow-creature as my Lord Chancel. 
lor of England;—He may be benefited, — 
he may be injured;—he may. obtain re- 
dreſs;—in a word, he has all the claims 
and rights of humanity, which Tully, 
Puffendorff, or the beſt ethic writers allow- 

to ariſe out of that ſtate and relation. 
Now, dear Sir , what if any accident 
bad befallen him in his way alone?—or 
that, through terror of it, natural to ſo 
young a traveller, my little gentleman 
had got to his journey's end miſerably 
fpent; his muſcular ſtrength and virility 
worn down to a thread ;—his own animal 
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ſpirits ruffled beyond deſcription,,—and 
that in this ſad diſordered ſtate of nexves, 
he had lain down a prey to ſudden flarts, 
or. a ſeries of melancholy. dreams and 
fancies, for nine long months together.— 
J tremble to think what a foundation had 
been laid for a thouſand weakneſſes both 
of body and mind, which no [kill of the 
phyſician or the philoſopher could ever 
tende ** ſet ne to * 


CHAP. — hog 


'To my n Mr. Toby Shandy do I 


Rand indebted for the preceding anecdote, 


to whom my. father,.'who was an excel- 
lent natural philoſopher, and much given 


to cloſe reaſoning upon the: ſmalleſt mat- 


ters, had oft, and heavily complained of 

the injury; but once mote particularly, 
as my uncle Toby well remembered, upon 
his obſerving a moſt; unaccountable obli- 
quity, as he called. it, in, my manner of 
ſetting up my top, and juſtifying the prin- 


ciples upon which I had done it ,—the 


old gentleman ſhook his head, and in a 
tone more expreſlive by half of ſorrow 
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than reproach, — he ſaid his heart all along 
Aoreboded; and he faw it verified in this, 
and from a thouſand other obſervations he 
had made upon me. That I hould neither 
think nor act like any other man's child: 
—But alas ! continued he, ſhaking his 
head a fecond time, and wiping away 
a tear which was trickling down his cheeks, 
My Triſtram's misfortunes began nine 
months before he came into the world. 
My mother, who was fitting by, look- 
ed up,—but ſhe knew no more than her 
backſide what my father meant,—but my 
uncle Mr. Toby Shandy , who had been 
often informed of the nn — —under- 
en oy | * well. 
1 1841 


our. 1. 


Janow: there are ate the 3 
as well as many other good people in it, 
who are no readers at all, - who find 
themſelves ill at eaſe, unleſs they are let 
into the whole Tecret from firſt to laſt, of 
every thing which concerns you. 
It is in pure compliance with this hu- 
mour of theirs and from a backwardneſs in 
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my nature 10 dilsppoiat any one ſoul lis- 
ing, that I have been ſo very particular 
already. As my fife and opinions ate likes x 
ly tõ male ſome noiſe in the world, and; 
if I eonjecture tight, will take in all ranks, 
profeſſions ;/ and denominations of men 
Whatever -= be no lels read than the Pil- 
gtim's Progreſs iffelf—and”in the end, 
prove the very thing wich Montaigne 
dreaded his Eſſays fhould turn out, that 
is, a bock for à parlour- window ;—I find 
4t neceſſary to conſult every one a little 
in his turn; and therefore muſt beg pardon 
for going on alittle (farther in the ſame 
way. For Which cauſe, tight glad I am, 
that I have begun the 'hiftory of myſelf 
in the way I have done; and that Iam 
able to go on, tracing every thing in it, 
as Horace ſays, ab Ovo. . 
| Horace, I know, does ede | 
this faſhion altogether: but that gentleman 
is ſpeaking only of an epic poem or a 
tragedy I forget which, — beſides, if it 
was not ſo, I ſhould beg Mr. Horace's 
pardon for in writing what I have ſet 
about, I ſhall confine myſelf neither to 
his rules, nor to any man's rules that 
over lived, 


-Y To ſuch, however, AS do noi : chooſe 
to g ſo far hack into theſe things, I can 
give no better advice, than that they ſkip 
oper the remaining part of this chapter; 
for I declare before-hand, it is wrote only 
er the curious and inquiſitive. e 

hut the | door. —I /was begot in the 
night, betwixt the firſt; Sunday and he 
feſt Monday in the month, of March, in 
dhe year of our Lord one thouſand, ſeyen 
hundred and eighteen. J am poſitive I was, 
Bat how I came to be ſo very parti; 
eular in my account of a thing which hep - 
pened before I was born, is owing to 
another [mall anecdote known only in 
our family, but now made public for hy 
better clearing up,. this point. vas of! 

My father, you muſt know, who Wes. 
ien a Turkey merchant, but had 
left off buſineſs for ſome years, in order 
to retire to, and die upon, his, paternal 
.eftate in the county of— , was, 1 believe, 
one of the moſt regular men in every 
thing he did, whether it was matter of. | 
bulineſs/, or matter of amuſement, that 
eyer lived. As a [mall ſpecimen of this 

extreme exactneſs of his, to which he ll 
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in lh f. a We he nad made it a rule 
for many years ok his lie on the Frſt 
Sunday-night of evety month throughout 
the whole year, —as cettain as ever the 
Sunday- night came io wind up a large 
houſe- clock, which we had ſtanding on 
the backHatts' head; with his own hands: 
And being Tomewhers between 'Afty and 
KN years of age, at the time I have been 
ſpeaking of, he had likewiſe gradually 
brought ſome other' little family concern- 
ments to the lame period, in order, as 
he would often ſay to my uncle Toby 2 
'to get hem all but of the Way at one 
time, and, be no more plagued and pel- 
tered with them the reft of the month. 
It was attended but With one misfor- 
tune, which, in a great meaſure, fell upon | 
my lelf, and the effects of which 1 fear 1 
Thall carry with me, to my grave; name - 
ly, that from an unhappy aſſociation of 
"ideas hich have no connexion in nature, 
it fe fen out at length, "that my poor 
"mother could' never hear the laid clock 
wound up „but the thoughts of fome other 
things unavoidably popped into her head 
et vice verſd:— Which ſtrange combi- 


- 


. nk afflicted with. a Sciatica. _ 
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nation of ideas, the ſagacious Locke, x who- - 
certainly underſiood the nature of theſe 
things beiter than woll men,, affi irms to 
bave produced more ry actions than all 
other ſources. of prejudiges yhatſoeyer, 

, But this by the hy). | 

Now it appears, by a memorandum i in 

my father's pocket- book, * now, lies 
upon the table, „That on Lady day. 
which Was- on the 25th of the ſame month, | 
in which I date my geniture ,—my father 
let out upon his journey to London with 
my eldeſt brother, BobÞF;, .to- fix bim at 
| Weliminkter ſehoel; “ ad A7 appears 
not ee ton hig wWilg and. family un 
the ſecond week in May following, —i: 
brings the thing almoſt to a certainty. 


However, what follows in the beginning 


.of the next chapter, puts it beyond; all 


oi poſſibility of doubts, YU 1k mon! That, uv 
But pray Sir, What was your father - 


Ts g AllDecember—January and Februa- | 
ry ?—Why,; Madam be was all. that 


4. 


: : N. 
' : IA : 1 


5 p *&1% * 
2808 9992 TY * S % L - ; 
tn 4 73 31 : wW-4 i act JEET 217 106 
* 


* 


TRISTRAM/SHANDY. 45 
ery por $16) G H A P. V. 01. A 


ON the fifth day of November, 1718 
which to the aera fixed on, was as near” 
nine kalendar months as any huſband could 
in reaſon have expected, -was I Triſttr am 
-Shandy, Gentleman, brought forth into this 
ſcurvy and diſaſtrous world of ours. —I- 
wiſh'I had been born in the Moon, or in 
any of the planets, except Jupiter or Sa- 
turn, becauſe I never could bear cold 
weather, for it could not well have fare 
worle with me in any of them, though I Will 
not anſwer for Venus; than it has in this 
vile dirty planet of ours, —- which, o my 
eonſcience, with reverence be it ſpoken, I 
take to be made up of the ſhreds and clip-- 
pings of the reft ; —not but the planet is well 
enough, provided a man could be born in | 
it to a great title or to a great eſtate; or p 
could any how contrive to be called up to | 
publio charges, and employments of digni- 
ty or power z—but that is not my cale ;— 
and therefore every man will ſpeak of the 
fair as his o.,]ãn market has gone in it 
for which: cauſe, I affirm it over again, io 
be one of the vileſt worlds that ever was 
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made ;—for I ean. truly ſay, that from the 
- firſt hour I drew my breath in it, to this 
that I can now ſcarce draw it at all, for an 
aſthma J got in ſcating against the wind 
in Flanders 1 have been the continual 
ſport of what the world calls Fortune; and 
though Iwill not wrong her, by ſaying, She 
has ever made me feel the weight of any 
great or fignal evil yet, with all the 
good temper in the world, 1 affirm it of 
her, that in every ſtage of my life, and 
at every turn and corner: where ſhe could 
get fairly at me, the ungracious Dutcheſs 
has pelted me with a ſet of as pitiful miſ- 
adventures and eroſs-accidents as ever 
Lmall r 6 ie 2.945 0373108 
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þ the 1 bebe een 
informed you! exactly 2 n I was born; 
- but 1 did not inform yu, kozec No, that 
- particular was reſerved entirely for a chap - 
ter by itſelf ;—befides, Sir, as you and I 
are in a manner perfect ſtrangers to each 
other, it would not have been proper to 
: have let you into too many .circumſtances 
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relating to myſelf all at once.—You muſt | 
have a little patience. I have undertaken, 
you ſee, to write not only my life, but 
my opinions alſo; hoping and expecting 
- that your knowledge of my-character, and 
of what kind of a mortal I am, by the 
one, would give you a better reliſh for the 
other: As you proceed farther with me, 
the. ſlight acquaintance , which is now be- 
ginning betwixt us, will grow into fami- 
liarity; and that, unleſs one of us is in 
fault, will terminate in friendſhip. 0 
diem praeclarum ! — then nothing which 
has touched me will be thought trilling in 
its nature, or tedious in its telling. There- 
fore, my dear friend and companion, 
if you ſhould think me ſomewhat ſparing 
of my narrative on my firſt letting out 
bear with me, —and let me go on, and 
tell my fiory my -own way: — Or, if I 
:ſhould ſeem now and then to trifle upon 
the road ,—or [ſhould ſometimes put on a 
fool 's cap with a bell to it, for a moment 
or two as we pals along,—don't fly off, 
—but rather courteoully give me credit 
for a little more wiſdom than appears upon 
my outlide ;—and as we jog on, either 
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laugh with me, or at me, or in ſhort 
do any thing ,—only keep your temper. 


CHAP. VE. 


In the ſame village where my father and 
my mother dwelt, dwelt alſo a thin, up- 


right, motherly, notable, good old body 


of a midwife, who, with the help of a 


little plain good ſenſe, and ſome years 


full employment in her buſineſs, in which 
ſhe had all along truſted little to her own 
efforts, anda great deal to thoſe of Dame 


Nature ,—had acquired, in her way, no 


ſmall degree of reputation in the world; 

—by which word World, need I in this 
place inform your Worſhip, that I would 
be underſtood to mean no more of it, than 
a ſmall circle deſcribed upon the circle 
of the great world, of four Engliſh miles 
diameter, or thereabouts, of which the 
cottage where the good old woman lived, 
is ſuppoſed to be the centre. —She had 
been left it ſeems, a widow in great dif- 
treſs, with three or four ſmall children, 
in her forty-ſeventh year, and as ſhe was 
at that time a perſon 10 . e af 


* 


TRISTRAM SHAN Dx. 29 


— grave deportment, — a woman more- 
over of few words, and withal an object 
of compallion, whoſe diſtreſs, and filence 
under it, called oat the louder for a friend- 
1y liſt ; the wife ofthe Parſon of the pariſh 
was touched with pity: and having often 
 Aamented an inconvenience, to which her 
huſband's flock had for many years been 
expoſed, inaſmuch, as there was no ſuch 
thing as a midwife, of any kind or degree, 
to be got at, let the caſe have been never 
Jo urgent, within leſs than fix or ſeven 
long miles riding; which ſaid ſeven long 
miles in dark nights and diſmal roads, the 
country thereabouts being nothing but a 
deep clay, was almoſt equal to fourteen; 
and that in effect was ſometimes next to 
having no midwife at all; it came into 
her head, that it would be doing as ſea- 
ſonable a kindneſs to the whole pariſh, 
as to the poor creature herfelf, to get her 
a little inſtructedin ſome of the plain prin- 
8iples of the bufineſs, in order to ſet her 
up in it. As no woman thereabouts was 
better qualified to execute the plan ſhe 
had formed than herſelf, the Gentlewo- 
man very charitably undertook it; and 


B 2 
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having great influence over the ſemale part 
of the parilli, Ihe found no difficulty in 
effeoting it to the utmoſt of her wiſhes. \In - 
truth, the parſon joined his intereſt with 
his wife's in the whole affair; and in order 
to do things as they ſhould be, and give 
the poor ſoul, as good a title by law to 
practiſe,, as his wife had given by inſti- 
tution,—be cheerfully paid the fees for 
the ordinary's licenſe himſelf, amounting 
in the whole, to the ſum of eighteen, ſhil- 
lings and four-pence; ſo that betwixt them 
both, the good woman was fully inveſted 
in the real and corporal. poſleſſion of her 
office, together with all its ,, rights , mem- 
bers, and appurtenances whatſoever,” 


Theſe laſt words, you muſt know, were 


not according to the old form in which 
fluch licenſes, faculties, and, powers ulual- 
ly ran, which in like caſes had heretofore 
been granted to the ſiſterhood. But is was 
according to a neat Formula of Didius 
his own deviſing, who having a particular 
turn for taking to pieces, and new fram- 
ing over again, all kind of inftruments in 
that way, not only hit upon this dainty 
amendment, but coaxed many of the old 
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licenſed matrons in theneighbourhood , to 
open their faculties afreſh, in order to 
have this Whim- wham of his inſerted. - 
I own I never could envy Didius in 
theſe kinds of fancies of his: — But every 
man to his own taſte.— Did not Dr. Kuna- 
ſtrokius, that great man, at his leiſure 
hours, take the greateſt delight imagin- 
able in combing. of aſles tails; and pluck- 
ing the dead hairs out with his teeth, 
though he had tweezers always in his 
pocket? Nay, if you come to that, Sir, 
have not the wiſeſt of men. in all ages, 
not excepting Solomon himſelf ;—bave . 
they not had their HoBsy-Hoxses!—their 
running-horſes— —their coins and their 
cockle-ſhells, their drums and their tram- 
pets, their fiddles, their pallets ;,<their 
maggots and their butterflies? — and ſo 
long as a man rides his HoBBy-Horse 
peaceably and quietly along the King's 
highway, and neither compels you or me 
to get up behind him, — pray, Sir, what 
have either you or 1 to do with it? 
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| tho . is ane non oft ai Jputandum 5— 
that is, there is no diſputing againſt Hops y- 
'Horses; and for my part, I ſeldom do; 
nor could I with any ſort of grace, had 
I been an enemy to them at the bottom; 
for happening, at certain intervals and 
changes ef the moon, to be both fiddler 
and painter, according as the fly Rings: 
—Be it known to you, that I keep a couple 
of pads myſelf, upon which, in their turns, 
nor do I care who knows it, I frequent - 
iy ride out and take the air; — though 
ſometimes, to my fhame be it ſpoken, I 
take ſomewhat longer journies than what 
a wiſe man would think altogether right. 
— But the truth is,—I am not a wiſe man; 
and befides am a mortal of ſo little con- 
ſequence in the world, it is not much 
matter what I do; [s ſeldem fret or fume 
at all about it: Nor does it much diſturb - 
my reſt, when I ſee ſuch great Lords and 
tall perſonages as hereafter follow; — ſuch, 
for inſtance, as my Lord A, B, C, D, 
. F, 6, , I, K, L, M, N, 0, t. 
2, and ſo on, all of a row, mounted upon 
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their ſeveral horſes ;—ſome with large le- 
rups, getting on in a more grave and ſober 
pace; ;— others on che contrary, tucked 
up to their very chins, with whips acrols. 
their mouths, ſcouting and ſcampering it 
away like fo many little party- colouring 
devils aftride a mortgage, —and as if ſome 
of them were reſolved to break their necks. 
—80 much the better - lay 1 to myſelf; 
— for in caſe the ' worſt ſhould happen, 
the world will make a Chift.to de excel- 
lently well without them; and for the reſt, 
—why—Gold ſpeed them,—e'en let them 
ride on without oppoſition from me; for 
were their Lordſhips' unhorſed this very 
night, —'tis ten to one but that many of 
them would be worſe mounted by one 
half before to-morrow morning. 

Not one of theſe inftances therefore can 
be ſaid to break in upon my reft.—But there 
is an inſtance, which I own puts me off 

my guard, and that is, when I ſee one 
born for great actions, and, what is fill 
more for his honour, whoſe nature ever 
| inclines him to good ones; —when I behold 
ſuch a one, my Lord, like yourſelf, whoſe 
principles and conduct are as generous 
and noble as his blood, and whom, for 
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that reaſon, a corrupt world cannot [pare 
one moment ben 1 lee ſuch. a one, 
my Lord, mounted, though. it is but for a 
minute beyond the time which my love 
to my country has preſcribed to him, and 
my zeal for His glory wiſhes ,—then, my 
Lord, I .ceale to be a philoſopher, and 
in the Firſt | tranſport. of an honeſt impa- 

tience, 1, wiſh the. Hoany- -Honsz, with 
all his fraternity ont, the devil. 


580 « My Lord, 


1 MAINTAIN this to be a dedication, I 
notwithſtanding its Gngularity in the three 
great eſſentials of matter, ſorm and place: 
1 beg, therefore, vou will accept it as 
Tuch, and that you will permit me to lay 
it, with the moſt reſpectful humility, at 
your Lordſhip's feet, — hen you are upon 
them, Which you can be when you pleaſe, 
and that is, my Lord, whenever there is 
.occalion for it, and I will add, to the 
: belt purpoles too. I have the honour to be, 
2 My Lo... 
Vous Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 3 
and moſt devoted, © 
.and moſt bumble ſervant, 
Taisrgan SHANDY,” 


- 
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. be 
1 SoLEMNLW declare to all mankind, 
that the above dedication was made for 
no one Prince, Prelate, Pope, or Poten- 
tate, Duke „Marquis , Earl, Viſcount, or 
Baron, of this, or any other realm in 
Chriſtendom; — nor has it yet been hawk - 
ed about, or offered publicly or privately, 
directly or indirectly, to any one perſon 
or perſonage, great or ſmall; but is honeſt- 
ly a true Virgin-Dedication untried on, 
open any ſoul living, 

I labour this point ſo attended, mere- 
ly to remove any offence or objection 
which might ariſe againſt it from the man- 
ner in which I propoſe to make the moſi 

of it; Which is the putting it up n to 
public ſale; which I now do. dia 

r author has a way of his own 
in bringing his points: to bear; for my 
own part; as I hate chaffering and hig- 
gling for a few guineas in a dark entry; 
F reſolyed within myſelf, from the very 
beginning, to deal ſquarely and openly 
with your: Great Folks in this affair, and 

Trifiram Shandy. Vol. I. C 
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try Whether I. ſhould: not come off the 
better by it: . 

If therefore there is any one Duke, 
Marquis, Earl, Viſcount, or Baron, in 
theſe his Majeſty's dominions, who lands 
in need of a tight, genteel dedication, 
and whom the above will ſuit, for by the 
by , unteſs-it ſuits in ſome degree, I. will 
not part with it, —it is much at his ſervice 
for fifty guineas;— — which Fam pofitive 
is twenty guineas leſs than it ought to be 
afforded for, by any man of genius. 

My Lord, if you examine it over again; 
it is far from being a grols piece of daub- 
ing, as ſome dedications are. The deſign, 
your Lordſhip ſees; is good, the colour- 
ing tranfparent, — the drawing not amiſs 
— or to ſpeak more like a man of ſcience, 
and mealure- my piece in the painter's 
ſcale, divided into 20, —I believe, my 
Lord; the out-lines will turn out as 12. 
the compofition as 9, — the colouring as 
6, — the expreſſion 23 and a half — and 
the defign,—if I may be allowed, my 
Lord, to underftand y ow] deſign, and 
ſuppoſing abſolute perfection in. deſigning, 
to be as 20—1 think it cannot : well fall 
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ſhort of 19. Befides all this, — there is 
keeping in it, and the dark ſtrokes in the 
HomzBey-Horse, (which is a ſecondary 
figure, and a kind of back-ground to the 
whole) give great force to the principal 
lighis in your owa figure, and make it 
come off won derfully ;—and beſides, there 
is an air of originality in the fout enſemble. 
Bie pleaſed, my good Lord, to order 
the fam to be paid into the hands of Mr. 
Dodſtey, for the benefit of the author; 
and in the next edition care hall be ta- 
ken that this chapter be expunged, and 
your Lordſhip's titles, diſtinetions, arms, 
and good actions, be placed at the front 
of the preceding chapter: all which, from 
the words, De guftibus non eft diſputan- 
dum, and whatever elfe in this boek rec 
lates to Honny-Honxszs, but no more, 
Thall Rand dedicated to your Lordſhip... 
The reff I dedicate to the Moon; who, 
by the by, of all the Patrons or Ma- 
TRONS T'can think of, has moſt power to 
ſet my book a-going, and make the world 
run mad after ie. 
Bright Goddefs, ' 
If thou art not too buſy un Cantott 
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and Miſs Coxnzevnp's affairs, — take Triſ. 
tram, Shandy's under thy protection alſo, 


COA EI, 
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Wu ATEVER degree of Imalt ment, 
the act of benignity in favour of the mid - 
wife might juſtly claim, or in whom that 
_ elaim truly reſted — at firſt fight ſeems not 
very material to this hiſtory; — certain 
however it was, that the genilewoman, 
the parſons wife, did run away at that 
time with the whole of it: And yet, for 
my life,, I cannot help thinking but that 
the parſon himſelf, though he had not the 
good fortune to hit upon the defign firſt, — 
vet, as he. heartily concurred in it the 
moment it was laid before him, and as 
heartily parted with his money to oarry 
it into execution, had a claim to ſome 
ſhare of it, — if not to a full half of What 
ever honour. was due to it. | 

The world at that time was pleaſed to 
determine the matter otherwiſe. 
Lay down. the book, and I will allow 
you half a day to give a probable gueſs. 
at the grounds of this procedure, 
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Be it known then, that, for about five 
voltim before the date of the midwife's li- 
cenſe, of which you have had ſo circum- 
ſtantial an account,—the parſon we have 
to do with, had made bimſelf a country- 
talk by a breach of all decorum, which 
he had committed againſt himſelf, his ſta- 
tion, and his office;—and that was in ne- 
ver appearing better, or otherwiſe mount- 
ed, than upon a lean, Torry, jack-aſs of 
a horſe, value about one pound fifteen 
ſhillings; who, to ſhorten all deſcription 
of him, was full brother to Roſinante, as 
far as ſimilitude congenial could make him; 
for he anſwered his'deſcription'to a hair - 
breadth in every thing, — except that 1 
do not remember tis any where ſaid, that 
Roſinante was broken-winded; and that, 
moreover, Roſinante, as is the happineſs 
of moſt Spaniſh horſes, fat or lean,—was 
undoubtedly a horſe at all points. 

I know every well that the HaRO's horſe 
was a horſe of chaſte deportment, which 
may have given grounds for the contrary 
opinion: But it is as certain at the ſame 
time, that Rofinante's continency (as may 
be demonſtrated from the adventute of the 
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Y n ni ervoveded * no 
bodily defect or cauſe. whatſoever, but 
from the temperance. and orderly. current 
of his blood. — And let me tell you, Ma- 
dam, there is a great deal of very good 
chaſtity in the world, in behalf of which 
you could not ſay more for your life. 

. Let that be as it may, as my purpoſe is 
to do exact juſtice to every creature brought 
upon the ſtage of this dramatic work, — 1 
could not ſtifle this diſtinction in favour of 
Don Quixote's horſe ;—in all other points, 
the parſon's horſe, I ſay, was juſt, ſuch 
another, —for he was as lean, and as 
lank, and as ſorry a jade, as uwymiiity 
herſelf could have .beftrided. 

In the eftimation of here and there a 
man of weak judgment, it was greatly in 
the parſon's power to have helped the 
Kgure, of this horſe of his, —for he was 
maſter of a very handſome demi pe ak d 
ſaddle, quilted on the ſeat with green 
pluſh, garniſhed with a double row of 
flyer-headed ſtuds, and a noble pair of 
ſhining: brals ſtirrups, with a houſing al- 
together ſuitable, of grey ſuperſine cloth, 
with an edging of black lace, terminating 
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in a deep, black, ilk fringe, poudre 
dior, — all which he had purchaſed ia 
the pride and prime of his life, together 
With a grand emboſſed bridle, ornament - 
ed at all points as it ſhould be.— But not 
caring; to banter his beaſt, he had hung 
all theſe up behind his ſtudy door: —and 
in lieu of, them, had. ſexiouſly bektted him 
with juſt ſuch, a bridle and ſuch. a ſaddle, 
as the figure and value of ſuch a ſteed 
might well and truly deſer re.. 
In the ſeveral ſallies about his pariſh, 
and in the neighbouring viſits to the gen- 
try who lived around him, — you will 
ealily, comprehend, that the parſon, ſo 
appointed, would both hear and ſee 
enough to-keep his philoſophy: from ruſt- 
ing. To ſpeak the truth, he never could 
enter a village, but he caught the atten- 
tion of both old and young. Labour ſtood 
ſtill as he paſſed — the bucket hung ſuſ- 
pended in the middle of the well, — —— 
the ſpinning- wheel forgot its round even 
chuck -farthing and Thuffle, cap themſelves 
food gaping till he had got out of fight; 
andi as his movement was not of the quick- 
eſt, he had generally time enough. upon 


bis hands to make his obſervations ,—ts 
hear the groans of the ſerious ;,—and' the 
laughter of the light-hearted ;—all which 
he bore with excellent tranquillity, —His 
character was, — he loved a jeft in his 
heart — and as he ſaw himſelf in the true 
point of ridicule, he would ſay, he could 
not be angry with others for ſeeing him 
in a light, in which he ſo firongly ſaw 
Himſelf: So that to his friends, who knew 
his foible was not the love of money., 
and who therefore made the leſs ſcruple 
in bantering the extravagance of his hu- 
mour, inſtead of giving the true cauſe ,— 
he choſe rather to join in the laugh againſt 
himſelf; and as he never carried one fingle 
ounce of fleſh upon his own bones, being 
altogether as ſpare a figure as his beaſt ,— 
he would ſometimes inſiſt upon it, that 
the horſe was as good as the rider de- 
ſerved; —that they were, centaur- like, 
both of a piece. At other times, and in 
other moods, when his ſpirits were above 
the temptation” of falſe wit, — he would 
ſay, he found himſelf going off faſt in a 
conſumption; and, with great gravity, 
would pretend, he could not bear the 


— 
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night of a fat borſe without à dejection of 
heart, and a fenſible alteration in his pulſe: 
and that he had made choies of the lean 


one he rule upon, not only te Keep him- 


elf in countenance, but in ſpir its. 
At different times he would give fifty 
humourous and appoſite reaſons for riding 
a meek-ſpirited jade of a broken-winded 
boiſe, preferably to one 'of mettle; — for 
on ſuch à one he could fit mechanically, 
and meditate as -delightfully de vanitate 


mundi et fuga ſucouli, as with the ad- 


vantage of a death's-head before bim; 
that, in all other 'exercitatisns; he could 
ſpend his time, as he rode [lowly along, 
Ao as much account as in his fady; + 
that he cod draw up au argument in his 
ſermon, — or a hole in his breeches, as 
ſteadily an the one as in the other ;—that 


brifk ' trotting and [low argumentation, | 


like wit and judgment; were two incom- 
pPatible movements, — But that upon his 
ſeed — he could unite and recbneile eve- 
ry ching, — he could compoſe his ſermon 
he could compoſe his cough, — and, in 
caſe nature gave a call that way, he could 
likewiſe compoſe bimſelf to ſleep; —In 
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hort the parſon upon ſuch {encounters 
would aſſigniauy caule, but the true caule;, 
—and.h6withcheld:the true one, only out 
of a nicety of temper, becauſe ſhe thought 

it did honour to him. 14107 K Ho! 


„But the truth of the fiory. was as fol- 


lows: In the firſt years of this gentleman's 


life, and about the, time when the! ſuperb 


ſaddle and bridle. were purchaſed by him,. 


it had been his manner, ox VAnNity.y} or, 
call it what vou will, — tos run into the 


oppolite extreme.—In the language of the 


county; where, he, dwekt,. he was ſaid 4p 


have loved a good horſe, and. generally 
had, one of, (the; beſt, in the Whole pariſh 


landing in his flable always ready, for 


ſaddling; and ag the neareſt idwife,, as 
I told von, did not live nearer to the vil- 
lage than ſeven miles, and in a vile eoun- 


try — it To fell out, that the poor gentle- 
man was ſcarce a whole week together 


without ſome piteous application for his 


beaſt; and as he,yas not an unkind-heart- 


ed, man, and every caſe. was more prel- 
ling. and more diſtreſsful than the laſt, — 


as much as he loved, his beaſt, he, had 
never a heart to refuſe him; the upſhot 


* 
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of which was generally this, that bis horſe 
was either clapped, or ſpavined „ or 
greazed; — or he was twitterboned „or 
broken · winded, or ſomething, in ſhort, 
or other had befallen him, which would 
et him carry no floh; —ſo that he had 


every nine or ten months a bad horſe te 


get rid of, — and _— borle;to Purehaſe 


amount to, communibus aunis, I would 
leave to a ſpecial jury of ſufferers in the 
ſame traffick, to determine, utſlet. it be 


what it would, the honeſt gentleman bore 
it for many years without; a murmur, till 
at length, by repeated ill. accidents; of the 


kind, he found it neceſſary to take the 


thing under conkideratjon ; and upon weigh - 


ing the whole, and ſumming it up in his 
mind, he found it, not only diſproportion- 
ed to his other expenſes, but withal ſo 
heavy an article in itſelf, as to diſable 
him from any other act of generofity in 
his pariſh: Beſides . this, be confidered, 
that with half the ſum thus galloped away, 
he could do ten times as much good; — 


and what fill * more with him 


in hie end. „„ vio! 24 4 od feds 
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chan all other conſiderations put together, 
Was this, that it confined all his charity 


Into. one particular channel, and where, 


as he fancied, it was the leaſt wanted, 
namely, to the child-bearing and child- 
getting part of his parifh;; reſerving no- 
Nr for the impotent, — nothing-for the 


aged, — nothing for the many comfortleſs 


ſcenes he was hourly called forth to viſit, 
Where poverty and fickneſs, and mn 
Awelt together. NW n 4.55 

For theſe reaſons he betten 6 ailon⸗ 


_ tinue- the expenſe; and there appeared 


but two poſſible ways to -extricate him 


clearly out of it; and theſe were, either 


to make it an irrevocable law never more 
to lend bis ſteed upon any application 
Whatever, —or elſe be content to ride thie 
laſt poor devil, ſuch as they had made 
Him, with all his aches and infirmities, 
| to the very end of the chapter. | 
As he dreaded his own conſtancy in the 
Artis very cheerfully betook himſelf to 
the ſecond; and-though he could very well 
have explained it, as 1 laid, to his ho- 
nour, — yet, for that very reaſon, he had 
2 ſpirit above it; chooling rather to bear 


Fo 
42 2 
* 
73 
{ * 
* 
Fj 
»* 


TRISTRAM-SHANDY.. 35 


the contempt of his, enemies, and the 


laughter of his friends, than undergo the 


pain of telling a ſtory, which might ſeem 
a panegyric: upon himſelf, 5 

I have the higheſt idea of the ſpiritual 
and refined ſentiments of this . reyerend: 
gentleman, from this fingle ſtroke in bis 
character, which I think comes up to any 
of the honeſt refinements, of the peerleſs 
knight of La Mancha, whom, by the by, 
with all his: follies, I love more, and 
would actually have gone farther to have 
paid a- viſit; to, than the e hero of: 
antiquity. f 

But this is not the Wen ae of” my \fiory-:- 
The thing I had in view was to ſhew the 
temper of the. world in the whole of: this 


affair, For you muſt, know, that ſo long 


as this explanation would have done the 
Parſon credit, —the devil a ſoul could- 
find it out, —I ſuppoſe his enemies would: 
not, and that, his friends could not. 
But no ſooner did he beſtir himſelf in be- 
half of the midwife, and pay the expenſes- 
of the ordinary's lieenſe to ſet her up ,— 

but the whole ſecret came out; every horſe 
he had loſt, and two horſes more than 
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ever he had loſt, with all the eitcumffances 
of their deſtruction, were known and dif. 
tinetly remembered.— The ſtory ran like 


wild-fire.— „The parfon had a returning 
fit of pride which had juſt ſeized him; and 
he was going to be well mounted once 
again in his life; and if it was ſo, it was 
plain as the fun at noon-day, he would 


pocket the expenſe! of the Heenſe, ten 


times told, the very firſt year :—80 that 


every body was left to judge what were 


his views in this act of charity.” 
What were-his views in this, and in 


every other action of his life ,—or rather 


what were che opinions, which floated in 
the brains of other people concerning it, 
was a thought which too much floated in 
his own, and too often broke in upon his 
reſt, Irooncd he . . 5 been I | 
alleep. | 

About ten years A ue bad 
the good fortune to be made entirely ealy 
upon that ſcore, —it being juſt fo long fince 


ke left his-pariſh ,—and the whole world 
at the lame time behind him ;,—and ftands 


accountable to a Judge of whom be will. 


| have no cauſe: to complain. 
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But there is a fatality attends the actions 
of ſome men: Order them as they will, 
they paſs through a certain medium, which 
lo twiſts and refracts- them from their true 
directions — that, with all the titles to 


praiſe which a reetitude of heart can give; 


the doers of them are eee forced 


to live and die without it. 


Of the truth of which this gentleman 


was a painful example. But to know by 


what means this came to paſs, - and to 
make that knowledge of ufe to you, I in- 
fiſt upon it that you read the two follow - 
ing chapters, which contain ſuch” a [ketch 
of his life and converſation, as will carry 
its moral along with it —When this is 
done, if nothing ſtops us in our way, we 


will go on with the mid wife. 


enen XI. 


Yours was the ads name, 0 
what is very remarkable in it, (as ap- 


pears from a moſt ancient account of the 
family, wrote upon ſtrong vellum, and 
now in perfect preſervation) it had been 
_ exactly ſo ſpelt fer near, —I was within 
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an ace of ſaying nine hundred years;— 

but I would not Thake my credit in tell 

ing an imptobable truth, however indif- 
putable in itſelf;—and therefore I ſhall 
eontent myſelf with only ſaying— i had 
been exactly ſo ſpelt, without, the leaſt 
variation or tranſpoſition of a ſingle letter, 
for I do not know how long; which is 
more than I would venture to ſay of one 
half of: the beſt ſurnames in the kingdom; 
which, in a oourſe of years, have general - 
ly: undergone as many chops and changes 
as their owners. — Has this been owing to- 
the pride, or to the ſhame of the reſpee- 

tive proprietors ?—In honeſt truth, I think, 
ſometimes to the one, and ſometimes to the 
other, juſt as the temptation has wrought. 

But a villanous affair it is, and will one 

day ſo blend and confound us all together, 
that no one ſhall be able to fland up and 
ſwear, „That his own great-grandfather 
was the man who did either this or that.“ 

This evil had been ſufficiently. feuced 
. againſt by the prudent care of the Yorick's- 
family, and their religious preſervation. of 
thele records I quote, which do farther 
inform us, That the family was original- 
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ly of Daniſh extraction, and bad been 
tranſplanted into England as early as in 
the reign of Horwendillus, King of Den- 
mark, in whole court, it ſeems, an au- 
ceftor of this Mr. Yorick's and from whom | 
he was lineally deſcended, held a con- 1 
liderable poſt to the day of his death. Of 0 | 
what nature this conſiderable poſt was, | 
this record ſaith not; —it only adds; That, | 
for near two centuries , it had been totally hy | 
aboliſhed as altogether wnnecefſary , not | 
only in that court, but in Srery otbeg cou | 
of the Chriſtian world; 7 on 
It has eften come into my head, that 
this poſt could be no other than that of 
the King's chief Jeſter ; and that Hamlet's 
Yorick , in our Shakefpear, many 'of 
whoſe plays, you know, are founded 
upon' authenticated facts as — 
the — AR or Dana pepas a5 hoot 
1 have not the time ts look into Saxo- 
Grammaticus's Daniſh hiſtory, to knee 
the certainty of this but if you have 
leiſure, and can eably get at the . — 
you may do it full as well yourſelf. 
I had juſt time, in my travels — 
| Dek with Mr. Noddy's eldeſt fon, 
Triſtram Sandy. Vol. 1, D 
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whom, in the year 1741, I, accompanied 
as governour riding along with him at a 
prodigious rate thro' molt parts of Europe, 
and of which original journey performed 
by us two, a moſt delectable narrative 
will be giwen in the progreſs of this work, 
L had juk time, T.ſay, and that was all, 
to prove the truth of an .obſeryation made 
by e long [ojourner in that \country 3 = 
namely, That Nature was neither very 
layiſh , nor was, che very ſtingy in her 
gifts af genius and capacity to its inhabi- 
tants;—but, like a, diſcreet parent, was 
moderately kind to them all; obſerving 
fuch an equal tenour in the diſtribution 
of her favours, as to bring them, in thoſe 
points, pretty near to a level with each 
other ; ſo that you will meet with few in- 
Rances in that kingdom of refined parts; 
but a great deal of good plain houſhold 
underfianding amongſt all ranks of people, 
of which every body has a (hare ;”” Wen 
is „I think, very right. 

With us, you ſee, the caſe is quite alk. 
a ferent we are all ups and downs in this 
matter; —yoh are a great genius; —or, 
it is fifty to one, Sir, you are a great dunce 


CY 
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and a blockhead; —not, that there is a 


we are not ſo irregular as that comes to; 


—but the two extremes are more common 


and in a greater degree in this unſettled 
iſland, where nature, in her gifts and 
diſpoſitions of this kind, is moſt whimſical 
and capricious, fortune herſelf not being 
more, ſo in the bequeſt. of her goods and 
chattels than ſhe. | 

This. is all that, ever rs; my, faith 
in. regard to Yorick's, extraction; who, by 
what I can, remember of him, and by all 


the accounts I;could ever get of him, ſeem- 


ed not to have had one ſingle drop of Da- 


hundred years, it might poſſibly have all 

run out: AI will not philoſophize one mo- 
ment with you, about it; for happen how © 
it would, the fact was this: — That inſtead 
of that cold phlegm, and exact regularity 
of ſenſe and humours, yon would, have 
looked or, in ane [a extracted; —he was, 
on the, contrary, as mercurial and ſubli- 
mated a:compolition —as heteroelite a 


creature. in all his declenſiens; — with as 


much life and whim, and gaite de; coeur 
| D 2 


_— 
. 
mw . — —— — 
— —— * 


about him, as the kindlief'climate could 
have engendered and pat together. With 
all this"ſail, poor Yorick' carried not one 
ounce of ballaſt; he was utterly unpractiſ- 
ed in the world; and, at the age of twenty- 
fix, knew juſt about as well how. to fteer 
his courſe in it, as a romping, unluſpi- 
cious girl of thitteen: So that upon his firſt 
letting out, che brifk' gale" of his "ſpirits, 

as you will imagine, ran him foul ten 
times in a day of ſomebody's tackling, 
and as the grave and more [low-paced'were 


ofteneſt in his way, - you may likewiſe 


imagine, twas with ſuch he had generally 
the ill. Iuck to get the moſt entangled. For 
aughtT know there might be fome mixture 
of unlucky wit at the bottom of ſuch Fra- 
cas; For, to ſpeak the truth, Yorick had 
an invincible diflike and oppoſition in his 
nature to gravity not to gravity as ſuch; 8 
for where gräyity Was wanted „he would 
be the moſt grave or lerious of mortal 
men for days aud weeks together: but 
he was an enemy to the affectation of it, 

and declared open War againſt it on 
as it appeared, à cloak for Ignorance or 
for _ andsthen, Whenever it fell into 
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his way, however ſheltered” ans Pretec. 
ed, be ſeldom gave it much quarter. 
Sometimes, in his wild way of king, 
he would ſay, Thatgravity was an errant 
ſcoundrel, and he would add —of the 
moſt 'dangerous kind 'too becauſe a fly 
one; and that, he verily believed, more 
honeft, well- meaning people were bubbled 
out of their goods and money by it in one 
twelvemonth, than by pocket- picking 
and ſhop-lifting in ſeven. In the naked 
temper which a merry heart diſcovered, 
he Would fay, there was no danger, 
but to itlelf: - whereas the very eſſenee 
of gravity was deſign, and conſequently 
deceit;—it was a taught trick to Bain eredit 
of the world for inore ſenſ# and know 
ledge" than a man was worth; and that, 
with all its pretenſions, —it was tio better, 
but often worſe, than What 4 French wit 
had long ago defned i. „Liz. „A myſteri⸗ 
ous carriage of ths body to dover ths defects 
oft he mind; \ which * defifiition* of gra- 
vity, \Yorick”, with great imprudence 
Would fay', deleted e ene i _- 
ters of gold. e 
Bui „in plain truth; be via a man "ar 
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Haokveyed,and. unpractiſed, in the mond, 


and Was altogether as, indiſcreet and foo- 
liſh on every other Aubject. .of diſcourſe 
where policy is wont to imprels reſtraint. 
Yorick had no impreſſion but one, and 
that was what aroſe from the nature of 
the deed ſpoken of; which impreſſion, he 
would uſually tranſlate into plain Engliſh 
withoutany periphraſis, —and too oft with- 
out much diſtinction of either perſonage, 
time, or place;—lo that when, mention 
was made of a pitiful or an ungenerous 
| proceeding,—he never gave himſelf a mo- 
ment's time to reflect, who, was the Hero of 


the piece,,—what his fation,,—or, how far 


be bad, gommer, 40. hurt him. hereafter; 


but if it was adirty action,,—without more 


ado, The man, was a dirty fellow. 
and ſo on. — And as his comments had 


uſually. the ill fate to be terminated either 


in a han mot, or to be enlivened through. 


out with Aome, drollexy or humour of, ex · 
preſſion, it gave wings. ie Yorick's indif. 
cretion. In a word, though he never ſought, 
yet at: the ſame time, as he ſeldom ſhun- 
ned occaſions of ſaying what came upper- 


moſt, and without much ceremony zyrhe 
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had but too, many temptations in life, of 


ſcattering his wit and his humour, —his 


gibes and his jefts about eee were 
not loſt for want of gathering. 
What were the conſequences, and what 
was Yorick's cataſtrophe thereupon, you 
pes read. in the next. Ac inet To | 


© 
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Tux * e 5 Mortgeade differ 
the one from the other, not more in length 
of purſe, than the Jefter and Jeftee do, 
in that of memory, But in his the com- 
pariſon between them runs, asthe ſcho- 
Haſts eall it, upon all-four; which by the 
by, is upon one or two legs more than 
ſome of the beſt of Homer's can pretend 
to z — namely, That the one railes a ſum, 
and the other a laugh, at your expenſe, 
and thinks no more about it. Intereſt, 
however, ſill runs on in both caſes; 
the periodical or accidental payments of 
it, juſt ſerving to keep the memory of the 
affair alive, till, at length, in ſome evil 
hour, — — pop comes the creditor upon 
each, and by demanding principal upon 
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the ſpot, together with full intereſt to the 
very day, makes them both feel the full 
extent of their obligations. © Nl 
As the reader (for I hate your ifs) has 

a thorough knowledge of human nature, 
I need not ſay more to ſatisfy him, that 
my Hero could not go on at this rate with- 
out ſome ſlight experience of theſe inci- 
dental mementos. Te ſpeak the truth, he 
had wantonly involved himſelf in a mul- 
*titude of ſmall book-debts of this Ramp, 
which , notwithſtanding Eugenius's fre- 
quent advice, he too much diſregarded ; 
thinking, that as not one of them was 
contracted 'thro*' any malignancy ; but, 
on the contrary, from an honefty of mind 
and a mere jocundity of humour, they 
would all of them be eroſs d out in courſe. 
Eugenius would never admit this; and 
would often tell him, that, one day or 
other, he would certainly be reckoned 
witk; and he would often add, in an ac- 
cent of ſorrowful apprehenſion, — to the 
uttermoſt' mite. To Which Yorick, with 
his uſual carelelsneſs of heart, Would as 
often anſwer with a 'pſhaw!—and if the 
ſubject was ſtarted in the fields, — with a 
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hop; ſkip, and a jump at che end of it; ; 
but if cloſe: pent up in the focial chimney 
corner, where the culprit was barricado'd 
in, with a table and a couple of arm- 
chairs, and could not ſo readily fly off 
in a tangent; — Eugenius would then go 
on with his lecture upon diſcretion, in 
words 'to this purpoſe, though ſomewhat 
better put together. 

Truft me, dear Yorick, wis unwary ; 


pleaſantry of thine will ſooner or lates 


bring thee into ſcrapes and difficulties, 
which no after wit can extricate chee out 
of.—In theſe allies, too oft, I Tee, i 

happens, that a perſon laughed at, eon- 
filers bimſelf in the light of a perſon in- 
jured, with all the rights of fuch' a fitua- 
tion belonging to him; and when thou 
vie well him in that light too, and reckon- 


eſt up bis friends, his family, bis kin- 


dred and allies and muſtereſt up with 
them the many. recruits which will liſt un 


der him from a ſenſe of common danger; 1 
—it is no extravagant arithmetie to ſay,” | 


that for every ten Jokes — —thou haſt 


got an hundred enemies; ; and till thou hat 


gone on, and raiſed a l arm of walps 


* 
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about thine va.” 2 art half flung to 


death by them, thou wilt never be con- 
vinced.it is ſo. 


I cannot ſuſpect it in. the man whow I 
efteem,, that there is the-leaft ſpur: from 


ſpleen or malevolence of intent in theſe 
fallies—I- believe and know. them to be 
truly honeſt and ſportive :—But conſider, 


my dear lad, that fools cannot diſtinguiſh 


this ,— —and that knaves will not; and 


thou knoweſt not what it is, either to pro- 


voke the one, or to make merry with the 
other: — whenever they allociate for mu- 


tual defence, depend upon it, they will 
carry on the war in ſuch a manner againſt 
thee, my dear friend, as to make thee 


beartily lick of it, and of thy life too. 


Revenge from ſome baneful corner fhall 
level a tale of dtbonont at thee, which 
' no. innocence. of heart or integrity of con · 
duct ſhall ſet right. —— The fortunes. of 
thy houſe. [ball totter,—thy character, 
which led the. way to them, ſhall bleed 
on every fide of it, —tby faith queſtioned, 


—thy works belied,—thy wit forgotten, 


—thy learning trampled on. To wind up 
the lalt ſcene of thy tragedy I W 


— 
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andCowanvice, twin-ruffians, hired and 
ſet on by Marice in the dark, ſhall ſtrike 
together at all thy infirmities and miſtakes: 
— The beſt of us, my dear lad, lie open 
there, ant truſt me, truſt me, Vo- 
rick, when to gratify a private appetite, 
it is once reſolved upon, that an innocent 
and an helpleſs creature ſhall be ſacrific- 
ed, it is an eaſy matter to pick up ſticks 
enough from any thicket where it has 
frayed, to make a fire to offerit up with. * 

Vorick ſcarce ever heard this ſad vati - 
eination of his diſtiny read over to him, 
but with a tear ſtealing from his eye, and 
a promiſſory look attending it, that he was 
reſolved, for the time to come, to ride 
his tit with more ſobriety.— — But, alas, 
too late! — a grand confederacy , with 
, and ***** at the head of it, was 
formed before the firſt prediction of it. —- 
The whole plan of the attack, juſt as 


Eugenius had foreboded, was put in exe- 


eution all at once, —with ſo little mercy 
on the fide of the allies — and fo little 
ſuſpicion in Yorick, of what was carrying 


on againſt him ,—that when he thought, 


good 'ealy man! fall ſurety preferment was 
Da 
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o' ripening, they bad ſmote his root 80 and 
then he fell, as many a worthy: man had 
fallen balorg him, 
|  Yoriek, however, fought it out with 
all imaginable. gallantry for ſome time; 
till overpowered by numbers, and worn 
out at length by the calamities of the war, 
but more ſo, by the ungenerous manner 
in which it was carried on, —be threw 
down the ſword; and though he kept up 
his ſpirits in appearance to the laſt, he 
died; nevertheleſs, as waz generally 
thought, quits, broken-hearted. 

What inclined Eugenius to the ſame- 
opinion „Was as follows: . | 

A few hours before. Yorick-breathed his 
lat, Eugenius ſtept in with an intent to 
take his laſt fight and laſt farewel of bim: 
upon his drawing Vorick's curtain, and 
aſking bow he felt himſelf, Vorick, look - 
ing up in his face, took hold of his hand, 
—and after thanking him for the many 
tokens of bis friendſhip to him, for Which, 
be ſaid, if it was their fate to meet here- 
after ,—be- would thank him again and 
again.,—He told him, he was within a few- 


hours of giving his enemies the ſlip. for 


= 
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ever. — 1 hope not, anſwered Eugenius, 
with tears trickling down his cheeks, and 
with the tendereſt tone that ever man 
ſpoke,—I hope not, Yorick,, ſaid he.— 
Yorick replied with a look up, and a 
gentle ſqueeze of Eugenius's hand, and 
that was all, — but it cut Eugenius to his 
heart. — Come, — come, Yorick , quoth 
Evgenius, wiping his eyes, and Tummon- 
ing up the man within him,—my dear 
lad be comforted, —let not all thy ſpirits 
and fortitude forſake thee at this criſis 
when thou moſt wanteſt them; — who 
knows what reſources are in ſtore, and 
what the power of God may yet do for 
thee? — Yorick laid his hand upon his 
heart, and gently ſhook his head;—for - 
wy part, continued Eugenius, erying bit- 
terly as he uitered the words, —I declare 
I know not, Yorick, how to part with 

thee, and would gladly flatter my hopes, 
added Eugenius, cheering up his voice, 
that there is Rill -enough left of thee to 
make a biſhop, —and that I may live to 
fee it. —I beſeech thee, Eugenius , quoth 
Yorick, taking off his night-cap as well 
as he could with his left hand his right 


. 
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being fill graſped. cloſe in that of Euge- 


nius „—I beſeech thee to take a view of 


my head.—I ſee nothing that ails it, re- 
plied Eugenius. Then, alas! my friend, 
laid Yorick, let me tell you, that it is 
Jo bruiſed and mil-ſhaped with the blows 
which and , and ſome others 
have ſo unhandſomely given me in the 
dark, that I might ſay with Sancho Panga, 
that ſhould I recover, and «Mitres there- 
upon be ſuffered to rain down from heaven 
as thick as hail, not one af them would 


ft it.“ —Vorick's laſt breath was hanging 
upon his trembling lips ready to depart 


as he uttered this ;—yet ill it was uttered 
with ſomething of a Cervantjc tone;— — 
and as he ſpoke it, Eugenius.could per- 
ceive a fiream of lambent fire lighted up for 


a moment in his eyes;— —faint picture 


of thaſe flaſhes of his ſpirit, which, as 
Shakeſpear ſaid of his anceſtor, were 
wont to ſet the table in a roar! 

Eugenius was convinced from this, that 


the heart of his friend was broke; he 


ſqueezed his hand ,— — —and then walk- 
ed ſoftly. out of the room, weeping as he 
walked. Yorick followed Eugenius with 
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his eyes to the door, —— he then cloſed 
them,--and never opened them more. 
| He lies-buried in a corner of his church- 

yard, in the pariſh of. —, under a plain 

marble ſlab, which his friend Eugenius, | 

by leave of his executors, laid upon his 

grave, with no more than theſe three words 
of . inſcription, 'lerving both ſor his 4 
taph, and elegy. 


Alas, poor YO RICK! | 
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Ten times a day has Yorick's 4 the 
conſolatiqn to hear his monumental in- 
| fcription read over with ſuch a variety of 

Plaintiye tones, as denote a general pity 


and eſleem for him; a footway crolſing | 


the obureb-yard | cloſe by the fide of his 
grave, not a paſſenger . goes by without 


Ropping to. caſt a look upon it, — and figh- | 


ng as be walks on, 


Alas, poor YORICRK! 
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Tr is ſo long ſince the reader of this rhap- 
ſodical work has been parted from the 
midwife, that it is high time to mention 
her again to him, merely to put him ia 
mind that there is ſuch a body fill in the | 
world, and whom, upon the beſt judg - | 
| ment I can form upon my own plan at 
-preſent,—I am going to. introduce to him 
forgood and all; But, as freſh.matter may 
be ſtarted, and much unexpected bulineſs 
fall out betwixt the reader and myſelf, 
which may require immediate diſpatch, 
—it was right to take care that the poor 
woman chould not be loſt in „the mean 
time ;— becauſe when ſhe is wanted, we 
can no way do without her, 
I think I told you that this good woman | 
was a perſon of no ſmall note and conſe- : 
.quence throughout our whole village and 1 
townſhip ;—that her fame had ſpread it- 
_ ſelf to the very out-edge and circumference 
of that circle.of importance, of which kind 
every ſoul living, whether he has a ſhirt 
to his back or no, —has one ſurrounding 
him; — which laid circle, by the way. 


©, „ p . : 
4 * 
re. * 
7 * * 5 # - 


0 5 Tus LIFE or 


Whenever it is ſaid, that ſuch a one is of 
great weight and importance in the world, 
IT defire may. be enlarged or contracted in 
your Worlhip's faney, in a compound ratio 
ol the fiction, profeſſion, knowledge, abi- 
lities, height and depth (meaſuring both 
ways) of the perſonage brought before you. 

In the preſent caſe, if I remember, I 
Kxed.-it at about four or five miles, which 
not only cbmprehended the whole pariſh, 
'but extended itſelf to two or three of the 
adjacent hamlets in the ſkirts of the next 
pariſh ; which made a conſiderable thing 
of it. I muft add, That ſhe was, more- 
-over, very well looked on at one large 
.grange-houſe, and ſome other odd houſes 
and farms within two or three miles, 
as I ſaid, from the ſmoke of her own 
chimney :— — —But I muſt here, once 
for all, inform you, that all this will be 
more exactly delineated and explain'd in 
-a map, now in the hands of the engraver, 
which, with many:other pieces and deve- 
lopements to this work, will be added to 
the end of the twentieth volume :—not to 
ſwell the work, — II deteſt the thought 
ok ſuch a thing, — —but by way of com- 
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mentary, ſcholium, illuſtration, and key 
to ſuch paſſages, incidents, or inuendees, 
as ſhall be thought to be either of private 
interpretation, or of dark or doubtful mean 
ing, after my life and my opinions shall 
| have been read over, (now don't forget: 
the meaning of the word) by all the world; 
— which, betwixt you and me, and in 
ſpite of all the gentlemen-reviewers in 
Great - Britain, and of all that their Wor- 
ſhips ſhall undertake to write or ſay to the 
contrary ,—I am determined ſhall be the 
caſe.— — I need not tell your Workhip,. 
that all this is [poke in confidence. | 


C HAP. XIV. 
4 
Ur oN looking into my. mother's mas- 
riage-ſettlement, in order to ſatisfy myſelf 
and the reader, in a point neceſſary to be 
elear'd up, before we could proceed any 
farther in this hiſtory ,—I had the good - 
fortune to pop upon the-yery thing I want-' 


ed, before I bad read a day and a half 


&raight forwards z—it might have taken me 
up a month ;—which ſhews plainly, that 
when a man fits down to write a biftory, 


„ oo — — — 
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though it be But the hiftory of Jack Hie- 
Kathrift or Tom Thumb, he knows no 
more than his heels what lets and con- 
founded hinderances he is to meet with 
in his way, — —or what a dance he may 
be led, by one excarſion or another, be- 
fore all is over. Could an hiftoriographer 
drive on his hiſtory, as a muleteer drives 
on his mule— — —ftraight forward ,— — 
for inſtance, from Rome all the way to 
Loretto, without ever once turning his 
head aſide, either to the right hand or 
to- the left, —he might venture to ſoretel 
yon to an hour when he ſhould get to 
lis journey's end ;— —but the thing is, 
morally ſpeaking, impoſſible; for, if he 
is a man of the leaſt ſpirit, he will have 
fiſty deviations from a ſtraight line to make 
with this or that party as he goes along, 
which he can nowiſe avoid; he will have 
views and proſpects to bimſelf perpetual- 
ly ſoliciting his eye, which he can no more 
help ſtanding ſtill to look at, than he 
san fly; he will moreover have various 
Accounts to reconcile: 

"Anecdotes to pick up: 

Inſcriptions to make out: 


- 


TRISTRAM SHANDY. 5 


Stories to weave in: 

Traditions to fit : 

Perſonages to call upon: 

Panegyrics to paſte up at this door: 
Paſquinades at that: — — — All which, 
both the man and the mule are quite exempt 
from. To ſum up all; there are archives 
at every ſtage to be look'd into, and rolls; 
records, documents, and endleſs genea- _ 
logies, which juſtice ever and anon calls 
him back to ſtay the reading of ;—In ſhort, . 
there is no end of it.— —For my own 
part, I declare I have been at it theſe fix 
weeks, making all the ſpeed I poſſibly. 
could, — —and am not yet botn:——1. 
have juft been able, and that's all, to 
tell you when it happen'd, but not how, 
bo that you ſee the thing is yet far from 
being accompliſhed, 

Theſe unforeſeen ſtoppages, which, I 
own, I. had no conception of when I firſt 
ſet out, — but which, I am convinced now, 
will rather increaſe than diminiſh as I. ad- 
vance,.— — have ſtruck out a hint which 
Lam reſolved to follow ;—and that is, 
— not to be in a hurry, —but to g 
on 'leiſately , writing and publiſhing two 


\ 
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volumes of my life every year „— —whieh, 
if'I am ſuffered to go on quietly, and can 
make a tolerable. bargain with my book- 
ſeller, I ſhall continue to do as long as 
It lire. A — 

CHAP. Xv. 
Tu E article in my mother's marriage. 
ſettlement, - which I told the reader I was 
at the pains to ſearch for, and which; 
now that I have found it, I think proper” 
to lay before him ,—is ſo much more fully 
expreſſed in the deed itſelf, than ever I 
can pretend to do it, that it would be 
barbarity to take it out of the lawyer” 5 
band ;—It is as follows. 

« AND THIS INDENTURE FAR. 
*THER WITNESSETH , That the ſaid 
„Walter Shandy, merchant, in-confide- 
ration of the ſaid intended marriage to 
ebe had, and by God's bleſling to be well 
and truly ſolemnized and conſummated 
between the ſaid Walter Shandy and 
Elizabeth Mollineux, aforeſaid, and di- 
vers other good and valuable cauſes and 
<*conkidorations-him thereunto ſpecially. 


— 
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0 moving doth grant, covenant, 
*«condeſcend, conſent, conelude, bargain, 
and fully agree to and with John Dixon 
« and James Turner, Eſqrs; the abeve- 
„named truſte es, etc. etc. — —TO WIT, 
That incaſe it ſhould-hereafter ſo 
fall out, chance, happen, or otherwiſe 
«come to pals „ — — —that the ſaid 
„Walter Shandy, merchant, Thall have 
„left off buſineſs before the time or times, 
„that the ſaid Elizabeth Mollineux ſhall, 
s according to the courſe of nature, or | 
<.otherwifke , have left off bearing and — = 
„bringing forth children;—— —and that 
<< inconfequence of the laid Walter Shan- 
„dy having ſo left off bufinefs, he ſhall, 
* in deſpight, and againſt the free-will., 
<<.conſent, and good-liking of the ſaid 
„Elizabeth Mollineux ; — — make a de- 
«© parture from the city of London, in order 
„to retire to, and dwell upon, his eſtate 
at Shandy Hall, in the county of — — 
*or at any other country-ſeat , cafile „ hall 
« manſion-houle „ melluage, or grange- 
* houſe, now purchaſed, or hereaſter to 
«be purchaled, ot upon any part ot paroel 
„thereof: — That then, and as often as 
Trifiram Sandy. Vol, J. F 
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< the ſaid Elizabeth Molceux Chall * 
« pen to be enceint with child ox chil- 
«dren, ſeverally and lawfully begot, or 
eto be begotten, upon the body of the 
c ſaid Elizabeth Mollineux during her ſaid 
© coyerture,—be the ſaid Walter Shandy 
«ſhall, at his own proper coſt and charges, 
and. out of his own propex monies, upon 
good and reaſonable notice, which: is 
„hereby agreed to be within fix weeks 
of her the ſaid Elizabeth Mollineux's full 
* reckoning, or time of ſuppoſed and com- 
< puted delivery ,—Pay , or caule to he 
© paid, the ſum of one hundred and twen- 
„ty pounds of good and lawful money, 
to John Dixon and James Turner, Elqrs; 
<or aſſigus — — — — —upon auser and 
confidence, and for and unto the uſe 
<*« and uſes, intent, end, and purpole fol- 
c lowing: — THAT IS TO SAY, — That 
te the ſaid ſum of one hundred and twenty 
pounds ſhall be paid into the hands of 
<*the ſaid Elizabeth Mollineux, or to be 
<otherwile applied by them the ſaid truſ- 
<tees, for the well and truly hiring of 
one coach, with able and ſufficient horſes, 
o carry and convey the body of the 
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ce ſaid Elizabeth Mollineux, and the child 
cor children which ſhe ſhall be then and 
there enceint and pregnant with.,—unto 
ce the eity of London; and for the farther 
„paying and defraying of all ether in- 
*<cidental coſts, charges, and expenſes 
<< whatſoever;,—in and about, and for, 
< andrelating to her ſaid intended delive- 
© ry. and lying- in, in the ſaid.city , ot ſub- 
c urbs thereof. And that the ſaid Elizabeth 
« Mollineux ſhall and may, from time to 
et time, and at all ſuch time and times as 
<* are here covenanted and agreed upon, 
„ —peaceably and quietly hire the ſaid 
* coach and horſes, and have free ingrels, 
c egreſs and regreſs, throughout her jour- 
* ney , in and from the ſaid coach, 
according te the tenour, true intent, 
4 and meaning of theſe preſents, without 
any let, ſuit, trouble, diflurbance, mo- 
cc leſtation, diſcharge, hinderance, forfei- 
ture, eviction, vexkation, interruption, 
<< or incumbrance whatſoever.— - And 
that it ſhall moreover be lawful to and 
< for the ſaid Elizabeth Mollineux, from 
time to time; and as oft or often asche 
Thall well and truly be advanced in her 
6 (OBEY F 2 
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« ſaid pregnancy, to the time heretofore 
ce ſtipulated and agreed upon,—to live 


«and reſide in ſuch place or places, and 


ee jn ſuch family or families, and with ſuch 
ec relations, friends, and other perſons 
<« within the ſaid city of London, as ſhe, 
* at her own will and pleaſure, notwith- 
te tanding her preſent coyerture, and as 
« if ſhe were a femme ſole and unmarried, 
«© — ſhall think fit. —— AND THIS 
« INDENTURE FARTHER WITNES. 
c SETH, That for the more effectually 
ce carrying of the ſaid covepant into execu- 
s tion, the ſaid Walter Shandy, merchant, 
„doth hereby grant, bargain, ſell, re- 


«leaſe, and confirm unto the ſaid Jobn | 


Dixon and James Turner, Eſqrs; their 


© heirs, executors, and aſſigns „ in their 
te actual poſſeſſion now being, by virtue 


«* of an indenture of bargain and ſale for 


% year to them the ſaid John Dixon and 


James Turner, Eſqrs; by bim the ſaid 
„Walter Shandy, merchant, thereof 


es made; which [aid bargain and ſale for 


«a year, hears date the day next be- 
«fore the date of theſe ꝓreſents, and by 
te force and virtue of the ſtatute for trans - 
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*«ferring of uſes into polleſſion ,— —ALL 
* that the manor and lordſhip of Shandy,, 
in the county of— — —, with all the 
* rights, members, and appurtenances 
thereof; and all and every the meſſuages, 
< houſes, buildings, barns, ſtables, or- 
* chards, gardens, backſides, tofts,.crofts, 
* garths, cottages, lands, meadows, ſeed - 
„ ings, paſtures, marſhes „commons, 
* woods, underwoods, drains, ficheries, 
« waters and water-courſes ,—— — to- 
ce gether with all rents, reverſions, ler- 
< vices, annuities, fee-farms, knights fees, 
5<©yiews, frankpledge, eſcheats , reliefs, 
mines, quarries, goods and chattels of 
= felons and fugitives, felons of them- 
< ſelves, and put in exigent, deodands, 
«< free warrens , and all other royalties 
* and ſeignories;, rights and juriſdictions, 
privileges and hezeditaments whatſoever. 
* — —AND ALSO „the advowſon, 
«« donation, preſentation and free diſpoſi- 
«tion of the rectory or parſonage of Shan- 
„dy aforeſaid, and all and every the 
«tenths, tithes, glebe-lands.” — -In three 
words— my mother Was to lie in (if 
ſhe choſe it) in London. 
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But, in order to put a ſtop to the prac- \ 
tice of any unfair play on the part of my 


mother, which a marriage-article of this 


nature too mauifefily opened a door to, 
and which, indeed, had, never been 
thought of at all, but for my uncle Toby 
Shandy a clauſe was added in ſecurity 
of my father, which was this That 
*in caſe my mother hereafter ſhould, at 
< any time, put my father to the trouble 
cc and expenſe of a London journey, upon 
«falſe exies and tokens z that for every 
« ſuch inftance., ſhe ſhould forfeit all the 
<right and title which the coyenant gave 
g her to the next turn, — but to no more, 
and ſo on, — totes quoties, in as effeo- 
<tual a manner, as if ſuch a covenant 


e betwixt them had not been made. 


This, by the way, was no more than what 
was reaſonable; — and yet, as reaſonable 
as it was, I;have ever thought it hard, 
that the whole weight of the article 
ſhould have fallen entirely, as it did, 
upon myſelf, 

But I was beget and em to et. 
tunes; — for my poor mother, whether it 


Was wind or water, —or a compound of 
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both, —or neither ;—or whether it was 
 Gmply the mere ſwell of imagination and 
faney in her;—or how far a ftrong-wiſh 
and defire to have it ſo, might miſlead 
her judgment; — in Thot, whether The 
was deceived, or deceiving in this matter, 
it no way becomes me to decide. The fact 
was this, that in the latter end of Sep- 
tember 1717, which was the year before 
I was born, my mother having carried my 
father up to town, much againk the grain, 
The peremptorily inſiſted upon the cauſe; 
| —ſo that J was doom'd, by marriage-ar- 
| ticles, to have my noſe ſqueez'd as flat 
| to my face, as if the deſtinies had actual. 
ly ſpun me without one. {$4 
How this event came about ,—and- wha 
a train of vexatious diſappointments, in 
one Rage or other of my life , have purſued 
me, from the mere loſs, or rather com- 
preſſion of this one fingle member, — hall 
be er ee bros JN all in due nt 


. 


cn v. xvt. 


Mr e e any body may 3 
imagine, came down with my mother in- 


72 Tux LIFE or 


to the country, in but a pettiſh kind of a 
Humour. The firſt twenty or ive -and- twenty 
miles he did nothing in the world but fret 
and teaze himſelf, and, indeed, my mother 
too, about the'wurſed expenſe, which, 
He (ſaid, might every 'ſ[hilling of it have 
been ſaved ;—then, hat vexed him more 
than every thing elſe, was the provoking 
time of the year, which, as I told you, 
vas towards the end of September, when 
his wall- fruit, and green gages eſpecially, 
in which he was very curious, were juſt 
ready for pulling :—* Had he been wiftl- 
„ed up to London, upon a Tom Fool's 
<< errand'in any other month of the whole 
« year, he ſhould not have laid three 
«« words about it.“ 

For the next two whole Ano no Tub- 
Ject' would go down, but'the heavy blow 
he had ſuſtained from the loſs of a ſon, 
whom, it ſeems, he had fully reckoned 
upon in his mind, and regiſtered down in 
is pocket-book, as a ſecond ſtaff for his 
old age, in caſe Bobby ſhould fail him. 
„The diſappointment of this, he ſaid, 
< was ten times more to a wiſe man, than 
all the money which the journey, etc. 
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had coft him, put together— —Rot the 
„hundred and twenty pounds ,—he did 
i not mind it a ruſh.” 

From Stilton , all the way to Grantham, 
nothing in the whole affair provoked him 
ſo much as the condolences of his friends, 
and the fooliſh figure they ſhould both 
make at church the firſt Sunday; — —of 
which, in the ſatirical vehemence of his 
wit, now ſharpened a little'by vexation, 
he would give ſo many humorous and 
provoking deſcriptions, — and place his 
rib and ſelf in fo many tormenting lights 
and attitudes, in the face of the whole 
congregation, —that my mother declared, 
theſe two ſtages were lo truly tragi-comi- 
cal, that ſhe did nothing but laugh and 
cry in a breath, from one end to the other 
of them all the way: | 

From Grantham , till they” had crolſed 
the Trent, my father was out of all kind 
of patience at the vile trick and impoſition 
which he fancied my mother had -· put upon 
him in this affair“ Certainly, he would 
ſay to himſelf over and over again, the 

«woman could not be deceived herſelf; 
«« if ſhe could, — what weakneſs!” — 


Trifiram Shandy. Vol. J. G 
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Tormenting word! which led his imagi- 
nation a thorny. dance, and, before all 
was over, played the deuee and all with 
him ;—for, ſure as ever the word weakneſs 
was uttered, and firuck full upon his 
brain,.ſo ſure it ſet him upon running di-. 
vikons upon how many kinds of weak- 
neſſes there were;—that there was ſuch a 
thing as weaknels of the body, —as well 
as weakneſs of the mind, —and then he 
would do nothing but  ſyllogize within 
himlelf for a ſtage or two together, how 
far tbe cauſe of all theſe vexations might, 
er might not, have ariſen out of himſelf, 

In ſhort, he had ſo many little ſubjects 
of diſquietude ſpringing out of this one 
affair, all fretting ſucceſſively. in his mind 
as they role up in it, that my mother, 
whatever was her journey up, had but 
an unealy journey of it down—In a word, 
as ſhe complained to my uncle Toby, he 
would have tired out the patience of any, 
ſteſh alive. 
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Troven my father travelled home- 
wards, as I told you, in none of the beſt 
of moods ,—pfhawing all the way down, 
—yet he had the complaiſance -to keep 
the worſt part of the ftory ill to himſelf; 
which was the reſolution he had taken, 
of doing himſelfthe juſtice, which my uncle 
Toby's clauſe in the marriage-ſettlement 
empowered him; nor was it till the very 
night in which I was begot, which was 
thirteen months after; that ſhe had the 
leaſt intimation of his deſign— —when my 
father, happening, as you remember, to 
be a little chagrined and out of temper ; 
— took occaftion , as they lay chatting 
gravely in bed afterwards; talking over 
what was to come ,—to let her know that 
ſhe muſt accommodate herſelf as well as 
che could to the bargain» made: between 
them in their marriage-deeds; which was, 
to lye-in of her next child in the country, 
to balance the laſt year's journey. 

My father was a gentleman of many 
virtues ,—but he had a ſtrong ſpice of that 
in his temper, which might, or might not 

G 2 
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add to the number— ——It is known by 
_ the-name of perſeverance in a good cauſe, 
and of obftinacy in a bad one: Of this 
my mother had [ſo much knowledge, that 
ſhe- knew it was to no purpole to make 
any remonſtrance, —ſo ſhe- e'en reſolved 
to- fit down. N, and. make the moſt 

of it. 


CHAP; XVIII. 


As the e was POE 1 boos; or 
rather determined , that my mother ſhould 
lye-in of me in the country, ſhe took her 
- meaſures accordingly; for which purpoſe, 
when ſhe-was. three days, or thereabouts, 
gone with child, ſhe began to-caft-her eyes 
wpon the midwife whom you have ſo often 
heard. me mention; and. before. the week 
was well: got round, as the famous Dr. 
Maningham was not to be had, ſhe had 
come to a final determination in her mind, 
—— notwithſtanding there was a ſcientific 
operator within. ſo near a call as eight 
miles of us, and who, moreover, had 
expreſsly wrote a five ſhillings book upon 
the TOO of midwiſery , in which he had 
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expoſed, not only the blunders of the 
ſiſterhood itſelf ,—but had alſo ſuperadded 
. many curious improvements for the quicker 
extraction of the foetus in croſs births, 
and ſome other caſes of danger which 
belay us-in.getiing into the world ;—not- 
withſtanding all this, my mother, I ſay, 
was abſolutely determined to truſt her life, 
and mine with it, into no ſoul's hand but 
this old woman's only.—Now this I like; 
—when we cannot get at the very thing 
we wilh, never to take up with the next 
'beſt in degree to it;—no, that's - pitiful 
beyond deſcription.—lt is no more than 
a week from this very day in which I am 
now writing this book for the-edification 
of the world, which is March 9. 1759, 
— that my dear, dear Jenny, oblerving I 
looked alittle grave, as ſhe ſtood cheapen- 
ing a filk of five and twenty bhillings a 
yard „—told the mercer ſhe was ſorry ſhe 
had given him ſo much trouble; and im- 
mediately went and bought herlelf a yard- 
wide ſtuff of ten-pence a yard. It is the 
duplication of one and the ſame greatneſs 
ol foul; only, what leſſened the honour 
of it ſomewhat, in my mother's caſe, was, 
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by events, and would add to his afflic- 


chat ſhe could not heroine it into ſo vio- 
lent and hazardous an extreme, as one 


in her ſituation might have wiſhed, becauſe 


the old midwife hat really ſome little claim 


to be depended upon,—as much, at leafi "Y 
as ſucceſs could give her; having, in the 


.courle of her practice of near twenty years 
in the pariſh, brought every mother's ſon 
of them into the world without any one 
flip or accident which could fairly be laid 


to her account. 


\ Theſe facts, though they had their 
weight, yet did not altogether ſatisfy ſome 
few leruples and uneakineſſes which hung 
upon my father's ſpirits in relation to this 
choice. To lay nothing of the natural work- 


_ ings of humanity and juſtice, or of the 


yearnings of parental and connubial loye, 
all which prompted him.to leave as little 
to hazard as pollible in a caſe of this kind, 
—he felt himſelf concerned in a particular 
manner, that all ſhould go right in the 
preſent .cale,—from the accumulated ſor- 
row he lay open to, ſhould any evil betide 
his wife and child, in lying-in at Shan- 
dy-hall. — — He knew the world judged 
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tions in ſuch a misfortune, by loading 
him with the whole blame of it. —* Alas 


O day !—had Mrs. Shandy, poor gentle- 
woman! had but her wish in going up 
*to town juſt io lye-in and come down 
Again, — which, they ſay, ſhe begged 
* and prayed for upon her bare knees, 
„and which, in my opinion, conſidering 
* the fortune which Mr. Shandy got with 
her, — —was no ſuch mighty matter to 


have complied with, the lady and her 


„babe might both of them have been 


„alive at this hour.“ 


This exclamation my father — was 
unanſwerable; —and yet, it was not mere - 
ly to ſhelter himſelf, — nor was it altogether 
for care of his offfpring and wiſe, that he 
ſeemed lo extremely. anxious .about this 


point; —my father had extenſive views of 


things, — —and flood, moreover, as he 
thought, deeply concerned in it for the 
public good , from the dread he entertain- 
ed of the bad uſes an ill-fated .inftance 
might be put to. 

_ He was very lenfible that all political 


writers upon the ſubject, had unanimouſly 


agreed and lamented, from. the beginning 
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own time, that the current of men and 
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of Queen Elizabeth's reign down to his 


money towards.the metropolis, upon.one 


| frivolous errand or .another,—ſet in ſo 


ſtrong ,—as to become dangerous to our 
civil rights ;—though, by the by, —a cur- 


rent was not the image he took maſt delight 


in, —a diſtemper was here his favourite 


metaphor; and he would run it down into 


a perfect allegory, by maintaining ät was 
identically the ſame-in the body national, 
where blood and ſpirits were driven up 
into the head, fafter than they could find 
their ways down:—a ſtoppage of circula- 
tion muſt enſue, which was death in both 
caſes; vl + 
There was little danger, he would Jay, 
of lofing our liberties by French politics 
or French invaſions ;— —nor was he ſo 
much in pain of a conſumption from the 
maſs' of corrupted matter and ulcerated 
humours in our conftitution ,—— which he 
hoped was not fo bad as it was imagined; 
— but he verily feared, that in ſome vio- 


lent puſh, we ſhould go off, all at once, 
in aſtate-apoplexy, —and then he would 


ſay, The Lord have mercy upon us all. 
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My father was never able to give the 
hiſtory of this diſtemper,— —without ho 
remedy. along with it. | 

* Was I an abſolute prince, he W 
ſay, -pulling up his breeches with both 
his hands, as he roſe from his arm-chair, 
„„I would appoint able judges at every 
* avenue of my metropolis, who ſhould 
«take cognizance of every fool's bufineſs 
«who came there; and if, pon a fair 
„and candid hearing, it appeared not of 
** weight ſufficient to leave his own home, 
* and come up, bag and baggage, with 
his wife and children, farmers'ſons, etc. 
c ete. at his. backſide, they ſhould be all 
„ ſent back from conſtable to conſtable, 
«like vagrants, as they were, to the place 
« of their legal ſettlements. By this means, 
„ ſhall take care, that my metropolis 
<< tottered not through its own weight. 
«that the head be no longer too big for 
„the body, — —that the extremes, now 
« waſted and pinned in, be reſtored to 
their due ſhare of nouriſhment, and re- 
„gain, with it, their natural firength and 
„beauty: —L would effectually provide, 
That the meadows and .corn-fields of 


- 


Fog Tus LIFE or 


my dominions, ſhould laugh arid-fing; | 


<<—that good cheer and hoſpitality flouriſh 
* once more;—and that ſuch weight and 
* influence be put thereby into the hands 
of the Squirality of my kingdom, as 
<ſhould counterpoiſe what I perceive my 


__ © Nobility are now taking from them.“ 


„Why are there ſo few palaces and 


e gentlemen's ſeats, he would aſk, with 


{ſome emotign, as he walked acroſs the 
room, throughout ſo many delicious pro- 


.< vinces'in France? Whence is it that few 


„remaining chateaus amongſt them are ſo 


7 9 diſmantled ,—[o unfurniſhed, and in ſo 


„ ruinous and deſolate a condition? — Be- 
© cauſe, Sir, (he would ſay) in that king- 
„dom no man has any country-intereſt 
„to ſupport;z—the little intereſt of any 
„kind, which any man has any where in 
«jt.,, is concentrated in the court, and the 
* looks of the Grand Monarch; by the 
« ſun-ſhine of whoſe countenance, or the 
clouds which pals acroſs it, every French- 
% man lives or dies. 

Another political reaſon which 8 
ad my father ſo ſtrongly to guard again 


theleaft evil accidentin my mother's lying - 
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in in the country ,—was, That any ſuch 
inftance would infallibly throw a balance 
of power, too great already, into the 
weaker veſſels of the gentry, in his own, 
or higher ftations ,— —which,, with the 
many other uſurped rights which that part 


ol the conſtitution was hourly eftabliſbing), 


— would, in the end, prove fatal to the 
monarchical ſyſtem of domeſtic government 
eſtabliched in the firſt creation of things 
* God. | 

In this point. hon was el of Six Ro- 
bert Filmer's opinion, That:the plans and 
inſtitutions of the greateſt monarchiesin the 
eaſtern parts of the world, were original- 
ly. all ſtolen from that admirable pattern 
and prototype of this houſbold and pa- 
ternal power; —which, for a century, he 
ſaid, and moze, had gradually been de- 
generating away into a mixed government; 
—the form of which, however deſirable 
in great combinations of the Ipecies, —was 
very troubleſome in ſmall ones, —and ſel- 
dom produced any thing, that he ſaw, 


but lorrow and confuſion. 


. 


For all theſe reaſons, private and WY 
lie, put together, — —my father was for 
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having the man-midwife by all means — | 
my mother by no means. My father beg- 


ged and intreated ſhe would for once recede 
from her prerogative in this matter, and 
:ſuffer him to'chooſe'for her ;—my mother, 
on the contrary, .infifted upon her privi- 
[lege in this matter, to chooſe for herſelf, 
_ —and have no mortal's help but the old 
Woman's. — What could my father do? He 
was almoſt at his wit's end; —talked it 
over with her in all moods ;—placed his 
arguments in all lights ;—argued the matter 
with her like a chriſtian —like a heathen, 


—like a huſband ,—— like a father, — — 


-like a patriot, —like a man My mother 
anſwered every thing ouly like a woman; 
which was a little hard upon her; —for 
as ſhe (could not aſſume and fight it out 


behind ſuch a variety of characters, —it 


was no fair match; — — —it was ſeven ts 
one. - What could my mother do ?— — 
She had the advantage (otherwiſe ſhe had 
been certainly overpowered) of a ſmall 
reinforcement of chagrin perſonal at the 
bottom, which bore her up, and enabled 


Her to diſpute the affair with my father, - 


with ſo equal an advantage,,—that both 


— 
—_ 4 . * 
- - 
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fdes ſung Te Deum. In a word, my mo- 

ther was to have the old woman, - — and 
the operator was to have licenſe to drink 

a bottle of wine with my father and my 
uncle Toby Shandy in the back-parlour, 
E for which he was to be paid fre guine as. 
I muſt beg leave, before I finiſh this 
chapter, to enter a caveat än the breaſt of - 
my fair reader; — — and it is this — 
Not to take it abſolutely for granted, from 
an unguarded word or two which I have 
dropped in it, - —* that I am a married 
% man. —— -I own, the tender appel- 

lation of my dear, dear Jenny — —with 
ſome other ſtrokes of conjugal knowledge 
interlperſed here and there, might natural 
ly enough have miſled the moſt candid 
judge in the world into ſuch a-determi- 

nation againſt me.— —All I plead for, in 
this caſe, Madam, is firict- juſtice, and 
that you do ſo much of it, to me as well 

as to yourſelf, —as not to prejudge, or 
receive ſuch an impreſſion of me, till you 
havebetter evidence, than, I am poſitive, . 
at preſent can be produced again me: 
— — Not that I can be ſo-vain; or unrea- 


ſonable, Madam, as-to-defire you ſhould ' 


* 
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therefore think, that my dear, dear Jenny 
is my kept miſtreſs ;—no ,—that would be 
flattering my character in the other ex- 
treme, and giving it an air of freedom, 
which, perhaps, it has no kind of right 
to. All I contend for, is the utter impoſſi - 


bility, for ſome volumes, that you, or the 


moſt penetrating ſpirit upon earth, 'ſhould 


know how this matter really ſtands. — 


It is not impollible, but that my dear, 


dear Jenny! tender as the appellation is, 
may be my child, — — Confider,—I was 


born in the year eighteen, —Nor-is- there 
any thing unnatural or extravagant in the 


ſuppoſition, that my dear Jenny may be 


my friend. —Friend!— —My friend.— 


_ _—Surely, Madam, a friendſhip between 
the two ſexes: may ſubſift, and be ſup- 


ported without— —Fy! Mr. Shandy— — 


without any thing, Madam, but that ten- 


der and delicious ſentiment, which ever 
mixes in friendſhip., where there is a dif- 


ference of ſex. Let me intreat you, to 


ſtudy the pure and ſentimental parts of 
the beft French romances z—it will really, 


Madam, aſtoniſh you to ſee, with what 
a variety of chaſte expreſſions this delicious 


. 


7 
| 
4 

g 
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ſentiment, which I have the honour to 
ſpeak of, is dreſſed out. | 


— 


CHAP. xIx. 


1 WOULD ſooner undertake to explain 
the hardeſt problem in Geometry, than 
pretend to account for it, that a gentleman 
of my father's: great good Renle ,— — — 
knowing, as the reader muſi have obſerved 
him, and curious too, in philoſophy ,— 
wiſe alſo in political reaſoning - and in 
polemical (as he will find) no way igno- 
rant, — — could be capable of entertaining 
a notion in his head, ſo out of the com- 
mon track, — — that I fear the reader, 
when I come to mention it to him, if he. 
is the leaſt of a choleric temper, will im- 
mediately. throw the book by ;—if mereu- 
rial, he will laugh moſt heartily at it; 


and if he is of a grave and [aturnine caſt, 


he will, at firſt fight, abſolutely condemn. 
it as fanciful and extravagant; and that 
was in reſpect to the choice and.impokition.. 
of Chriſtian names, on which he thought 


a great deal more depended, than what 


ſuperficial minds were capable of con- 
celving. | 
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His opinion, in this matter, was, That 
there was a ſtrange kind of magic bias, 
which good or bad names, as he called 
them, irreſiſtibly impreſſed upon our cha- 
racters and conduct. 

The Hero of Cervantes argued not the 
point with more ſeriouſneſs, — —nor had 
he more-faith,— —or more to ſay on the 
power of NecÞbmancy in diſhonouring his 
deeds, — — —or on DuLcixza's name, 


in ſhedding luſtfe upon them, than my 
father had on thoſe of TarsmecisTus or 


ARCRHIMEDES ,- on the one hand — or of 
Nxxv and Sinxix on the other. How ma- 
ny 'Cazsars and Pongs, he would ſay, 
by mere infpiration of the names, have 


been rendered worthy-of them? And bow 


many, he would add, are there, who 
might have done exceedingly well in the 


world, had not their characters and ſpirits 


been totally depreſfed . RES 
into nothing? © 
- I ſee plainly, Sir, by your looks, (or 
as the caſe happened) my father would” 
ſay ,—that you do not heartily ſubſcribe 
to this opinion of mipe ,—which to thoſe, 
he would add, Who have not carefully 


— 
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lifted it to the bottom, — —I own has an 
air of more fancy than of ſolid reaſoning 
in it ;,— —and yet, my dear Sir, if I may 
preſume to know your character, I am 
morally aſlured , I ſhould hazard little in 
ſtating a cafe to you—not as a party in 
the diſpute ,—but as a judge, and truſting 
my appeal upon it to your own good lente 
and candid diſquiſition in this matter, — 
You are a perſon free from as many nar- 
row prejudices of education as moſt men; 
——and, if I may preſume to penetrate 
farther into you ;—of a liberality of genius 
above bearing down an opinion, merely 
becaufe it wants friends. Your ſon!—your 
dear fon, —from whole ſweet and open 
temper you have ſo much to expect, — — 
your BiLLy, Sir, — —would you for the 
world have called him Jupas? - Would 
you, my dear Sir, he would ſay, laying 
his hand upon your breaſt with the gen- 
teeleſt addreſs, — — and in that ſoft and 
irrefiſtible piano of voice, which the nature. 
of the argumentum ad hominem abſolutely 
requires, — would you, Sir, if a Jew of 
a godfather had propoſed the name for 
your child, and offered you his purſe along 
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with it, would you have conſented to ſuch 
a deſecration of him?— —Q my God! he 
would ſay, looking up, if 1 know your 
temper right, Sir ,——you are incapable 
of it;—you would have trampled upon 
the offer; — - you would have thrown the 
temptation at the neee head with ab · 
horrence. | | 

Your greatneſs of mind in this action, 
which I admire, with that generous con- 
tempt of money which you ſhew me in 
the whole tranſaction, is really noble — 
and, what renders it more ſo, is the prin- 
ciple of it;— — the workings of a parent's 


love upon the truth and conviction of this 


very hypotheſis, namely, that was your ſon 
called Jupas ,—the ſordid and treacherous 


idea, ſo inſeparable from the name, would 


have accompanied him' through life like 
his ſhadow, and, in the end,.made a 
miſer and a raſcal of him, in ſpite, Sir, 
of your example. 5 ad 
I never knew a map able to anſwer this 


 argument— — —But, indeed, to ſpeak of 


my father as he was; he was certainly 


irreſiſtible, both in his orations and Aiſ- 


putations; he was born an oratorz— — — 
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Beo8[5uxrog. = — Perſuaſion hung upon 
his lips, and the elements of Logic and 
Rhetoric were ſo blended up in him, — 
and, withal, he had ſo ſhrewd a gueſs at 
the weakneſſes and pallions of his reſpon- 
dent, — —that NaTurxe might have ſtood 
up and ſaid, — . This man is eloquent.” 
In ſhort, whether he was on the weak or 
the ſtrong fide of the queſtion, twas ha- 
zardous in either caſe to attack him:—And 
yet, tis firange, he had never read Cice- | 
ro, nor Quintilian de Oratore, nor Iſo- 
crates, nor Ariſtotle, nor Longinus , 
amongſt the ancients; — — nor Voſſius, 

nor Skioppius , nor Ramus, nor Farnaby, 
amongſt the moderns; — and, what is 
more aſtoniſhing , he had never in his 
whole life the leaſt light or ſpark of ſub- 
tilty truck into his mind, by one fingle 
letter upon Crakenthorp or Burgerſdicius , 
or any Dutch logician or commentator ;— 
he knew not ſo much as in what the dif- 
ference of an argument, ad ignorantiam , 
and an argument ad kominem conſiſted; 
ſo that I well remember, when he went 
up along with me to enter my name at 
Jeſus' College in ****, — it was a matter 
| H 2 
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of juſt wonder with my worthy tutor, and 
two or three fellows of that learned ſo- 
ciety, that a man Who knew not ſo much 
as the names of his tools, hould be able 
to work after that faſhion with them. 
To work with them in the beſt manner 
he could, was what my father was, how- 
ever, perpetually forced upon; — for he 
had a thouſand little ſceptical notions of 
the comic kind to defend, — moſt of which 
notions, I verily believe, at firft entered 
upon the footing of mere whims, and of 
a vive la bagatelle ; and, as ſuch, he would 
make merry with them for half an hour 
- orſo, and having ſharpened his wit upon 
them , diſmiſs them till another day. 
I mention this, not only as matter of 
hypotheſis or conjecture upon the progreſs 
and eſtabliſhment of my father's many 
odd opinions, but as a warning to the 
learned reader againſt the indiſcreet re- 
ception of ſuch gueſts, who, after a free 
and undiſturbed entrance, for ſome years, 
into our brains, at length claim a kind of 
ſettlement there ,— working ſometimes like 
yeaſt, — but more generally after the man- 
ner of the gentle paſſion, beginning in 
jeſt — but ending in downright earneſt. 
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Whether this was the caſe af the fingu- 
larity of my father's notions, or that his 
judgment, at length, became-the dupe of 
his wit; or how far, in many of his no- 
tions, he might, though odd, be abſo- 
lutely right; —— the reader, as he comes 
at them, ſhall decide. All that I maintain 
here, is, that, in this one, of the in- 
fluence of Chriftian names, however it 
gained footing, he was ſerious; —— he 
was all uniformity ; — — he was ſyſtema- 
tical, and, like all ſyſtematic reaſoners, 
he would move both heaven and earth, 
and twiſt and torture every thing in na- 
ture to ſupport his hypotheſis. In a word, 
I repeat it over again, — he was ſerious; _ 
—and, in conſequence of it, he would 
loſe all kind of patience whenever he ſaw 
people , eſpecially of condition , who 
ſhould have known better, — as careleſs 
and as indifferent about the name they 
impoſed upon their child, or more ſo, than 
in the choice of Ponto or Cupid for their 
puppy-dog. | 

This, he would lay , looked in; — 
and had, moreover, this particular aggra- 
vation in it, viz. That, when once a vile 
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name was wrongfully or injudicioufly given, 
it was not like the caſe of a man's character, 
which, when wronged, might hereafter be 
cleared; — and, poſſibly, ſome time or 
other, if not in the man's life, at leaſt 
aſter. his death, be, ſomehow or other, 
| et to rights with the world: But the in- 
jury of this, he would ſay, could never be 
undone;—nay., he doubted even whether 
an act of parliament could reach it: — He 
knew as well as you, that the legiſlature 
aſſumed a power over ſurnames ;—but for 
very firong reaſons, which he could give, 
it had never yet adventured, he would 
ſay, to go a ſtep farther. 

It was obſervable, that tho' my father, 
in conſequence of this opinion, had, as I 
have told you, the ſtrongeſt likings and 
diſlikings towards certain names; — that 
there were ſtill numbers of names which 
hung ſo equally in the balance before 
him, that they were abſolutely indifferent 
to him. Jack, Dick, and Tom were of this 
clals: Theſe my father called neutral 
names ;—affirming of them, without a ſa- 
tire, That there had been as many knaves 
and fools, at leaſt, as wiſe and good 


TRISTRAM SHANDY. < 95 


men, fince the world began, who had 
indifferently borne them; — ſo that, like 
equal fotces' acting againſt each other in 
contrary directions # he thought they mu- 
tually deſtroyed each other's effects; for 
which reaſon, he would often declare, 
He would not give a cherry-ftone to chooſe 


— 


amongſt them. Bob, which was my bro- 


ther's name, was another of theſe neutral 
kinds of Chriftian names, which operated 
very little either way; and as my father 
happened to be at Epſom, when it was 
given him, — he would oft-times thank 
Heaven it was no worſe. Andrew was 
ſomething like a negative quantity in Al- 
zebra with him;—it was worſe, he ſaid, 
than nothing.— William ſtood pretty high: 
—Numps again was low with him:—and 
Nick, he ſaid was the DRvII. 

But, of all the names in the univerſe, 
he had the moſt unconquerable averſion 
for TaisTRAM;—he had the loweſt and 
moſt contemptible opinion of it of any 
thing in the world, —thioking it could poſ- 
fibly produce nothing in rerum natura, 
but what was extremely mean and pitiful; 
So that in the midſt of a diſpute on the 
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ſubject, in which, by the by, he was fre- 
quently involved, — he would ſometimes 
break off in a ſudden and ſpirited Epr- 
PHONEMA , or rather TroTtes:s, railed a 
third, and ſometimes a full fifth, above 
the key of the diſeourſe, — and demand it 
categorically of his antagoniſt, Whether 
he would take upon him to ſay, he had 
ever remembered ,—whether he had ever 
read, — or even, whether he had ever 
beard tell of a man, called Triſtram, per- 
forming any thing great or worth record- 
ing ?—No—, he would ſay nnn 
—The thing is impollible. 

What could be wanting in my father but 
to have wrote a book to publiſh this no- 
tion of his to the world? Litile boots it to 
the ſubtle ſpeculatiſt to ſtand fingle in his 
opinions, — unleſs he gives them proper 
vent: —It was the identical thing which 
my father did: — for in the year ſixteen, 
which was two years before I was born, 
he was at the pains of writing an expreſs 
DissERTAT1ION ſimply upon the word Tril- 
tram, —ſhewing the world, with great 
candour and modeſty, the grounds of his 
great abhorrence to the name. t 


— 
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When this ſtory is compared with the 
title-page , — will not the gentle reader 
pity my father from his ſoul?—to ſee an 
orderly and well-diſpoſed gentleman, who 
tho' Gingular, — yet inoffenfive in his no- 


tions, — ſo played upon in them by croſs 


purpoſes;—to look down upon the fiage, 
and ſee him baffled and overthrown in 
all his little ſyſtems and wiſhes; to be- 
hold a train of events perpetually falling 
out againſt him, and in ſo critical and 
cruel a way, as if they had purpoſely been 
planned and pointed againſt him, merely 
to inſult his ſpeculations.—In a word, to 
behold ſuch'a one, in his old age, ill- 
fitted for troubles, ten times in a day ſuf- 
fering ſorrow; ten times in a day calling 
the child of his prayers TzisrTran!—Me- 
lancholy billyllable of ſound! which, to 
his ears, was uniſon to Nincompoop, and 
every name vituperative under heaven. 
By his aſhes! I ſwear it, —if ever malig- 
nant ſpirit took pleaſure, or buked itſelf 
by traverſing the purpoles of mortal man, 
—it muſt have been here;—and if it was 
not necellary I ſhould: be born. before I 
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was chriſtened; T would: this moment give 


the reader an account of. d 7 
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How could you, Madam, be fo in- 


attentive in reading the laſt chapter I told 


you in it, Mat my mother was not a pa- 
pit. —Papiſt! Lou told me no ſuch thing, 
Sir. Madam, I beg leave to repeat it over 
again, That told you as plain, at leaſt, 
as words, by direct inference, could tell 
you ſueh a thing.— Then, Sir, I muſt have 
milled a page.—No, Madam, —you have 
not miſſed a word.— Then I was aſleep, 
Sir. — My pride, Madam, cannot allow 
you that refuge.— Then, I declare; Ll know 


nothing at all about the matter. — That, 
Madam, is the very fault I lay to your 


charge; and as a puniſhment for it, I do 
in6ft upon it, that you immediately turn 
back, that is as ſoon as you get to the 
next full ſtop, and read the whole chap- 


ter over again. I have impaled: this pe- 
nance upon the lady, neither out of wan- 
tonneſs or eruelty; but from the beſt af 
motives; and therefore ſhall make her no 


% 
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[apology for it when ſhe returns back :— 
»Tis to rebuke a vicious taſte which has 
crept into thouſands beſides herſelf, — of 
reading ſtraight forwards, more in queſt 
of the adventures, than of the deep eru- 
dition, and knowledge which a book of 
this caſt, if read over as it ſhould be, 
would infallibly impart with them. —The 
mind ſhould'be accuſtomed to make wiſe 
reflections „and draw curious conclufions 
as it goes along; the habitude of which 
made Pliny the younger affirm , That 
he never read a book ſo bad, but he 
drew ſome profit from it.“ The ſtories of 
Greece and Rome, run over without this 
turn and application, — do leſs fervice, 1 
affirm it, than the hiſtory of Pariſmus 
and Pariſmenus, or of the Seyen Cham- 
pions of England, read with it. 

—But here comes my fair Lady. Have 
you read over again the chapter, Madam, 

as I defired you?—You have: And did 
you not. obſerve the paſſage, upon the ſe- 
cond reading, which admits the inference ? 
— Not a word like it! Then, Madam, be 
pleaſed to ponder well the laſt line but 
one of the chapter, where I take upon | 


1 2 
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me to ſay, It was neceſſary I ſhould | 
be born before I was chriſtened.“ Had 
my mother, Madam, been a Papilt, that 
eonſequence did not follow“). 
It is a terrible iaforture for this ane ; 


) The W Rituals direct the ace nen 
of the child, in caſes of danger, before it is 
born; — — but upon this proviſo, That ſome 
part or other of the child's body be ſeen by 
the baptizer: — But the Doctors of the Sor- 

n bonne, by a deliberation held amongſt them 
| April, 10, 1733 ,——have enlarged the powers 
of the midwives, That though no part of the 

child's body ſhould appear, —=— that baptiſm 

” - Thall nevertheleſs be adminiſtered to it by 
injection, par le moyen d'une petite Canulle ,— 

Anglice a ſquire. —*Tis very ſtrange. that St. 
Thomas Aquinus, who had fo good a mecha- 

nical head, both for tying and untying the 

knots of ſchool divinity,— —fhould, after fo 

much pains beſtowed upon this, —— give up 

the point at laſt, as a ſecond La choſe impoſ- 

fible , — — © Infantes in maternis uteris exi- 

* ſtentes (quoth St. Thomas!) baptizari poſſunt 

**nullo modo. O Thomas! Thomas! © 

If the reader has the curioſity to ſee the 
queſtion upon baptiſm, by injection, as pre- 
ſented to the Doctors of the Sorbonne, —— 
with their conſultation thereupon, it is as 
follows. 


* 
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book of mine, but more ſo to the Repub- 
lic of Letters; — ſo that my own is quite 
ſwallowed up in the conſideration of it ,— 
that this (elf-ſame vile pruriency for freſh 
adventures in all things, has got [o ſtrong- 
ly into our habit, and humour, —and ſo 
wholly intent are we upon ſatisfying the 
impatience of our concupiſcence that way, 
—that nothing but the grals and more car- 
nal parts of a compoſition will go down: 
'— The fubtle hints, and ſty communica- 
tions of ſcience fly off, like ſpirits, up- 
wards;—the heavy moral eſcapes down- 
wards; and both the one and 'the other 
are as much loſt to the world, as if they 
. were ſtill left in the bottom of the ink-horn. 
I wiſh the male-reader has not paſſed 
by many a one, as quaint and curious as 
this one, in which the female-reader has 
been detected. I wiſh it may have its ef- 
fects; —and that all good people, both 
male and female, from her example, may 


be taught to think as well as read. 


N 


7 Conſeil eflime, que la iN pro- 
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» 


Memoirs price a Meſſieurs les 
Docteurs de Sorbonne © What 


LYT\ 

Us « Chirurgien decouckeur, repreſente 
à Meſſieurs tes Docteurs de Sorbonne, 
gu ty a des cas, quoique tres-rares, on 
une mere ne ſauroit accoueher, et meme 
on Þ 'enfant eft tellement renferms dans le 


fein ae Ja mere, gu 11 ne fait paroltre au- 2d 


cune partie de ſon corps, ce qui. ſeroit un 
cas, ſuivant les Rituels, de lui conferer, 


du moins ſous condition, le bapteme. Le 


Chirurgien, gut conſulte „ pretend, par le 
moyen d'une petite canulle, de  pouvorr 
baptiser immediate ment r enfant - fans 


Faire aucun tort & la mere.—M demande 
oi ce, moyen, qui vient de propoſer, eft 


permis et legitime, et 51 heut Sen Jer- 
vir dans le cas qu 'ul  viegt dq expoſer. 


REPONSE. 


\ 


poſee ſouffre de grandes difficultes, Les 


) Vide Deventer. Paris Edit. ato, 1734 , 
pag. 366, 
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Theologiens poſent d'un c6te pour \ prin- 
oipe, que le bapttme, qui eft une naiſſance 
ſpirituelle, ſuppoſe une premiere naifſunce 5 

il faut etre ne dans le monde, pour re- 
naitre en Jéſus-Chriſt, comme ils Penſeig- 
nent. S. Thomas, 3 part. quaeſt. 88. artie. 
11. ſuit cette doctrine comme une verite 
conftante ; Ton ne peut, dit ce S. Docteur, 
baptiſer les enfans qui ſont renfermes dans 

te ſein de leurs meres, et S. Thomas eft 
fonde fur ce, que les enfuns ne ſont' point 
nes, et ne peuvent ctre comptes parmi les 
autres hommes; d'ou il conclut , qu ils ne 
peuvent ctre Pobjet d'une action eaxte- 
rieure , paur recevoir par leur miniftere, 
les ſacremes neceſſaires au ſalut: Pueri in 
maternis uteris exiſtentes nondum pro- 
dierunt in lucem ut cum aliis hominibus 
vitam ducant; unde non poſlunt ſubjici 
actioni humanae, ut per eorum miniſte- 
rium ſacramenta recipiant ad ſalutem. Les 
rituels ordonnent dans la pratique ce que 
tes theologiens ont etabli ſur les memes 
matieres, et ils. defendent tous d' une ma- 
niere uniforme, de baptiſer les enfans. qui 
Jont renfermes dans te ſein de leurs mare, ö 
S's ne font paroitre quelque. partie de 
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leurs corps. Le concours des theologiens þ :\ 
et des rituels, qui ſont les regles des dio- 
ceſes, paroit former une autorite qui ter- 
mine la queſtion preſente ; cependant le 
oonſeil de conſcience confiderant d'un cite, 
que le raiſonnement des theologiens eft 
uniquement fonde ſur une raiſon de con- 
venance, et que la defence des rituels ſup- 
| poſe que Von ne peut baptiſer immediate- 
ment les enfans ainſi ronforme's dans le 
ſein de leurs meres, ce qui eft contre la 
ſuppoſition 'preſente; et dun autre, cdte, 
conflderant que les memes theologiens en- 
ſeignent, que Pon peut riſquer les ſacre- 
mens que Jeſas-Chrilt à ctablis comme 
des moyens faciles , mais neceſſaires pour 
ſanetiſter les hommes et dailleurs efti- 
mant, que les enfuns ronfermes dans” le 
- ſein de leurs meres, pourrotent etre ca- 
 pables de ſulut, purce qi ils ſont capables 
de damnation ; — pour ces conſiderations , 
et en cgard d Fexpoſe, ſuivant lequel on 
aſſure avoir trouve un moyen certain de 
baptiſer ces enſuns ainfi renfermes , ſans 
faire aucun tort a la mere, le Conſeil 
eftime que l'on pourroit ſe ſervir du moyen 
propoſe," dans la confiance qu il a, que 
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Dieu n'a point laifſe ces ſortes d'enfuns 
fans aucuns; ſecours; et ſuppoſant , comme 
il eft expoſe, que le moyen dont il Sagit 
_ eft propre d leur procurer le-bapteme;;oe+ 
pendant comme il $'agiroit, en autoriſant 
ta pratique propnſee, de changer une regle ' 
 univerſellement etablie, le Conſeil crott 
que celui qui conſulte doit $'addrefſer à 
| fon eveque, et & qui il appartient de ju- 
ger de Putilite, et du danger du moyen 
propoſe, et comme, ſous le bon. plaifir de 
PF eveque,, le Conſeil eflime qu il faudroit 
recourir aw Pape, qui a le droit Fexpli- 
quer les regles de Vegliſe, et diy daroger 
dans le cas, ou la loi ne ſauroit obliger ; 
guelqueſage ot quelque utile que paroiſſe 
la maniere de baptiſer dont il Sagit, le 
conſeil ne pourroit Uapprouver sans le con · 
cours de ces deux autorites. On conſeile 
au moins d celui qui conſutte; de va, 
dreſſer d ſon cuegue, et de lui faire part 
de la preſente decifion, afin qus, fi is pre: 
lat entre dans les raiſons ſur : lesquelles 
les docteurs ſouſſignes s appuyent , il puiſſe 
ftre autoriſe dans le cas de neceſſite, ou 
il riſqueroit trop d'attendre' que la per- 
miſſion füt demandte et 'accordee' d em- 


F 
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ployer le moyen qu il propoſe firavante- | 


SI geuæ 1/4 ' falut. dle Penfant.. Au refte „le 


conſeil, en eſtimant, que l'on pourrott 
Sen; ſervir, croit cependant, que t ler en- 
Fan dont il Vagit, venoient au monde, 
contre Veſperance de ceux qui ſe ſeroient 
ſervis du meme moyen, il ſeroit neceſſaire 
de les baptiſer ſous condition; et en cela 
te conſeil ſe conforme'e tous les rituels, 
gui en autoriſant le bapteme d'un enfunt 
qui fuit paroitre quelque partie, de ;ſon 
corps, enjoignent neanmoins, et ordon- 
nent de le baptiſer ſous condition, il vient 
* au monde. 
Delibéré en Sorbonne, le 10 Avril, ane 
Wenn 2299 719% ene A. Le:Morvns. 
Sg trades Ub: Gebe rn Nek De RouisNv. 
24 enk erde De Mami 
M. Triſtram Shandy' s compliments to 
Mellrs. Le Moyne, De Romigny, and De 
Marcilly; hopes they all reſted well the 
night after ſo tireſome a conſultation.— He 
begs to know, Whether, after the cere- 
mony of marriage, and before that of con- 
lummation, the baptizing all the Homun- 
curl at once, [lap-daſh, by injection, 
would not be a ſborter and ſafer cut lil; 


— 
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on condition, as above, That if the Ho- 
MUNCULt\do- well, and come ſafe into the 
world after this; that each and every of 
them Thall be baptized again {ſous +con- 
dition.) — And provided, in the ſecond 
place, That the thing can be done, which 
Mr. Shandy apprehends it may, var le 
moyen d'une petite canulle, and We Faire 
aer 


ba. CHAT. XXI. 
be WON DER what s all that ſc and 
running backwards and forwards for, above 
fiairs, quoth my father, -addreſſing him- 
ſelf, after an hour and a'half's:filence:pto 
my uncle Toby —who':you muſt know. 
was fitting on the-oppolite fide of the fire, 
ſmoking his ſocial pipe all the time, in 
mute-contemplation of a new pair of black 
pluſh-breeches which. he had got on:— 
What can they be doing, brother ?—quoth 
my father, — we can ory hear our - 
ſelves talk. 1 wh; 

I think, replied my ER bi e Toby, Ra | 
his pipe from his mouth, and firiking the 
head of it two or three times upon the 
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nail of his left thumb, as he began his 
lentence I think, ſays he: — But to en- 
ter rightly into my uncle Toby's ſentiments 
upon this matter, you muſt. be made to 
enter firſt a little into his character, the 
out-lines of which I ſhall juſt give you, 
and then the dialogue between him and 
my father will go on as well again, 
— Pray what was that man's name, — 
for I write in ſuch a hurry, I have no time 
to recollect or look for it ,—who firſt made 
the obſervation, ** That there was great in- 
conſtancy in our air and climate?“ Who- 
ever he was, it was a juſt and good obſer- 
vation in him, — But the corollary drawn 
from it, namely, Phat it is this which 
has furniſhed us with ſuch a variety of 
odd and whimſical characters ;”—that was 
not his—it was found out by another man, 
at leaſt a century and a half after him :— 
Then again, — that this copious ſtore-houſe 
olf original materials, is the true and na- 
tural eauſe that our Comedies are ſo much 
better than thoſe of France, or any others 
that either have, or can be wrote. upon 
the continent; — that ' diſcovery was not 
fully made till about the middle of King 


* 
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William's reign, when the great Dryden, 
in writing one of bis long prefaces, (if I 
miſtake not) moſt fortunately hit upon it. 
Indeed towards the latter end of Queen 
Anne, the great Addiſon began to patro- 
nize the notion, and more fully explained 
it to the world in one or two of his Spee- 
tators ; but the diſcovery was not his. — 
Then, fourthly and laſtly, that this firange 
irregularity in our climate; producing fo 
ſtrange an irregularity in our characters 
— doth' thereby; in ſome ſort, make us 
amends, by giving us ſomewhat to make 
us merry with when the weather will not 
ſuffer us to go out of doors, —that obſer- 
vation is my own; and was ſtruck out by 
me this very rainy day, March 26, 1959, 
and betwixt the hour of nine and ten * 
the morning. * 

Thbus thus, my fellow-labourers Pr 
allociates in this great harveſt of our learn- 
ing, now ripening. before our eyes; thus 
it is, by [low ſteps of caſual increaſe, 
that our knowledge phylical, metapbyfi- 
cal, phyſiological, polemical, nautical, 
mathematical, aenigmatical, technical, 
biographical, romantical, chemical, 'and 


% 
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obſtetrital, with fifty other branches of it, 


(moſt of em ending, as theſe do, in ical) 
have, for theſe two. laſt: centuries and 

more, gradually been creeping upwards | 
towards that-'Axjzy- of their perfections, 
from which, if we may form a conjecture 


from the advances of theſe laſt ſeven years, 


we cannot poſſibly be far off. An not! 
When that happens, it is to be baped, 
it will put an end to all kind of writings 
whatſoever, —the want of all kind of writ- 
ing will put an end to all kind of read- 
ing; — and that in time, As war begets ' 
poverty, poverty peace, —muſt, in courſe, 
put an end te all kind of knowledge, 
and then—we ſhall have all to begin over 
again; or, in other words, be exactly 
where we ſtarted. 
Happy! thrice happy times! I ay 


wilh that the aera of my begetting , as 


well as the mode and manner of it, had 
been a little altered, — or that it could 
have been put off, with any convenience 
to my father or mother, for ſome, twenty 


or five-and-twenty years longer, when a 
man in the literary en might have ſtood 


; ſame. chance... EAK NB Jr en tgeitt 
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But I forget my uncle Toby, whom: all 
this while we have left knocking the 
"aſhes out of his tobheco- pipe. 
» || His humour was of that particular ſpe- 
eies, which does honour to our atmoa- 
ſphere; and 1 ſhould have made no ſcruple 
of ranking him amongſt one of the firſt- 
rate productions of it, had not there ap- 
peared too many ſtrong lines in it of a fa- 
-mily-likeneſs, which fhewed that he de- 
rived the ſingularity of his temper more 
from blood, than either wind or water, 
or any modifications or combinations of 
them whatever: And I have, therefore, 
olt · times wondered, that my father, tho” 
I believe he had his reaſons for it, upon 
his obſerving ſome tokens of eccentricity, © 
in my courſe when I was a boy,;— ſhould | 
never once endeayour to account for them 
in this way; for all the Swanvy Family 
were of an original character throughout: 
— I mean the males, — the females had 
no character at all, —except, indeed, my 
great aunt Dix An, who, about fixty years 
ago, was married and got with child by 
the coachman, for which my father, ac- 
cording to his hypotheſis of Chriſtian names, 
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would often ſay, She might thank her 
godfathers and godmothers/ 

It will ſeem very ſtrange, — and I meal | 
as {ſoon think of dropping a riddle in the 
reader's way, which is not my-intereft to 
do, as ſet him upon gueſſing how it could 
come to paſs, that an event of this kind, 
ſo many years after it had happened, 
ſhould be reſerved for the interruption of 
the peace and unity, which otherwiſe ſo 
cordially ſubſiſted, between my father and 

my uncle Toby. One would have thought, 
that the whole force of the misfortune 
| ſhould have ſpent and waſted itſelf in the 
family at firft,—as is generally the cale.— 
But nothing ever wrought with our fami- 
ly after the ordinary way. Poſſibly at the 
very time this happened, it might have 
ſomething elſe to afflict it; and as -afflic- 
tions are ſent down for our good, and that 
as this had never done the SnANnůĩue FA - 
MILY any good at all, it might lay wait- 
ing till apt times and eireumſtances ſhould 

give it an opportunity to diſcharge its of- 
fice.— Obſerve, I determine nothing upon 
this. - My way is ever to point out to the 
curious, different tracts of inveſtigation, 
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to come at the firſt ſprings of the events 
I tell; not with a pedantic Feſcue, —or 
in the decifive manner of Tacitus, who 
outwits himſelf and his reader ;—but with 
the officious humility of a heart devoted 
to the aſſiſtanee merely of the inquiſitive ; 
—to them I write, —and by them I ſhall 
be read—if any ſuch reading as this could 

be ſuppoſed to hold out fo . the 
very end of the world. 

Why this cauſe of ſorrow, thetefors; 
was thus reſerved ſor my father and uncle, 
is undetermined by me, But how and in 
what direction it exerted itſelf ſo as to 
become the cauſe of diſſatisfaction between 

them, after it began to operate, is. what 
I am able to explain with great exactneſs 
ns is as follows: | 

My uncle TOBY SHANDY, Madam, 
was a gentleman, who, with the virtues 
which uſually conſtitute the character of 
a man of honour and rectitude, -poſſeſ- 
ſed one in a very eminent degree, which 
is ſeldom or never put into the catalogue; 
and that was a moſt extreme and unpa- 
rallel'd modeſty of nature, —tho' I correct 
the word nature, for this reaſon, that I 
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may not prejudge a point which muſt 
Thortly come to a hearing, and that is, 
Whether this modeſty of his was natural 
or acquired. — Whichever way my uncle 
Toby came by it, it was nevertheleſs 
modeſty in the trueſt Tenſe of it; and that 
is, Madam, not in regard to words, for 
he was ſa unhappy as to have very little 
choice in them, — — but to things; — — 
and this kind of modeſty ſo poſſeſſed him, 
and it aroſe to ſuch a height in him, as 
almoſt to equal, if ſuch a thing could be, 
even the modeſty of a woman: That fe- 
male nicety, Madam, and inward clean- 
lineſs both of mind and fancy, in your 
ſex, Which makes you ſo much the awe 
nnr nne idk att 
Lou will imagine, dne that my 
uncle Toby had contracted all this from 
this very ſource; — — that he had ſpent a 
great part of his time in converſe with 
your ſex; and that from a thorougbh know- 
ledge of you, and the force: of {imitation 
which ſuch fair examples render irreſiſtible 
—he had ee — nn turn of 
mind. nieren 
FI wiſh 1 cout! a "oy be ber laslele it 


| nun 8 N“ * 
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was with his ſiſter-in-law , my father's wife 
and my mother, — my uncle Toby ſcarce 
exchanged three: words with the ſex in 
as many years; no, he got it, Madam, 
by a blow. —A blow!—Yes, Madam, it 
was owing to a blow from a ſtone, broke 
off by! a ball from the parapet of a horn- 
work at the ſiege of Namur, which firuck 
full upon my uncle Toby's groin —/— 
Which way could that effect it? The ſtory 
of that, Madam, is long and intereſting; 
—but it would be running my hiſtory all 
upon heaps to give it you here — Tis for 
an epilode hereafter; and every eireum- 
ſtance relating to it, in its proper place, 
Thrall be faithfully laid before; you: — Till 
then, it is not in my power to give far- 
ther light into this matter, or ſay more 
than what I have ſaid already, — That 
my uncle Toby was a gentleman, of un- 
parallel'd modeſty, which happening to 
be ſomewhat ſubtilized and rarified hy the 
conſtant; heat of a little family-pride, — 
they both ſo wrought together within him, 
that he could never bear tochear the af- 
fair of my aunt Dix Ax touched upon, but 
with the greateſt emotion gt The leaſt 

. ] | 1 . | — K 2 . 
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hint of it was enough to make the blood 
fly into his face; but when my father en- 
larged upon the ſtory in mixed compa- 
nies, which the illuſtration of his hypo- 
theſis frequently obliged him to do, —the 
unfortunate blight of one of the faireſt 
branches of the family, would ſet my 
uncle Toby's honour and modeſty 'o'bleed- 
ing; and he would often take my father 
aſide, in the greateſt concern imaginable, 
to expoſtulate and tell him, he would give 
him any thing in the world, only to let 
the ſtory reſt. | 4698-6447 
benennen deen bad che trueſt love 
and tenderneſs for my uncle. Toby, that 
ever one brother bore towards another, 
and would have done any thing in na- 
ture, which one brother in reaſon could 
have deſired of another, to have made 
my uncle Toby's heart eaſy in this, or 
any other rere this lay nb 
power. Menus D28i: 3215436 aimed nd 
My e avs told you, was a phi- 
loſopher in grain, — ſpeculative , — ſyſte- 
matical ; —and my aunt Dinah's affair was 
a matter of as much conſequence to him, 
„ M | 
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pernicus: + — The backllidings of Venus, 
in hex orbit fortified the Copernican ſyſ[- - | 
tem, called ſo after his name; and the | 
backllidings of my aunt Dinah in her or- 
bit, did the ſame ſervice in eſtabliſhing 
my father's ſy em, which, I truſt, will 
for ever hereafter be called the Shaizdear 
A flere after his 1 we 
In any other family difhaiond, 0 my. fa- 
ther, 1 believe, had as nice a ſenſe of 
ſhame as any man Whatever; — and neither 
he, nor, I dare lay, Copernicus, would 
have: diyulged the affair in either caſe, or 
have taken the leaſt notice of it to the 
world, but for the obligations they owed, 
as they thought, to truth. — Amicus Pla- 
o, my father would ſay, conſtruing the 
words to my uncle Toby, as he went 
along; Amicus Plato; that is, Divan was - | 
my. aunt e men amica veritas but 
ITmurn is my ſiſter. oA Ig 
Thisſvonttrariety of nne my | 
father ande my uncle, was the ſource of 
many a fraternal [quable. The one could N 
not bear to hear the tale of family dilſ- 
grace recorded, — and the other would 
ſcarce ever let a day pals ta an end with- 


out ſome hint at it. 
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Fjor God's lake, my uncle Toby would 
ery, - and for my ſake, and for all our 
lakes, my dear brother Shandy , do let 
this flory of our aunt's and her aſhes ſleep 
in peace; — — how can you, — how can 
you have fo little feeling and compallion 
for the character of our family? What 
is the character of a family to an hypo- 
-thefis? my father would reply. —Nky, 
if you come to that — —what is the life 
of a family? — — The life of a family! 
my uncle Toby would ſay, throwing him- 
ſelf back in his arm chair, and lifting up 
his hands, his eyes; and one 16g. — Ves, 
the life, — my father would ſay, main- 
taining his point. How mady thouſands of 
dem are there every year that come caſt 
away, (in all civilized countries at leaſt) 
and conſidered as nothing but common 
air, in com petition: of an hypotheſis. In 
my plain ſenſe of things, my uncle Toby 
would anſwer, —every -ſuch inſtanc is 
down- right Munxnr R, let who will, com- 
mit it. There lies your] miſtake my fa - 
ther would reply ;—for, in Foro Scientiae 
there is no ſuch thing as Mounxpzs ,— tis 
only Darn, brother. 
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My uncle Toby would never offer to 


anſwer this by any other kind of argu- 
ment, than that of whiſtling half a dozen 


bars of Lillebullero. — You muſt know it 


was the uſual channel-thro*- which bis paſ- 
lions got vent, when any thing ſhocked 
or ſurpriſed him; — —but eſpecially when 
any thing, "one he RY very. abſurd, 
was 'offered. 1 14 h 


As 0 of our eee . 


any of the commentators upon them, that 


-I remember, have thought proper to give 


a name to this particular ſpecies of argu- 
ment, —I here take the liberty to do it 
myſelf, for two reaſons; Firſt, That, in 
order to prevent all confuſion in diſputes, 
it may ſtand as much diſtinguiſhed for 


ever, from every other ſpecies of argu- 


ment — as the Argiementum ad Verecun- 
diam, e Abſurdo,. ex Fortiori, or any 
other argument whatſoe ver: And ſecond- 
Iy, That it may be ſaid by my children's 
children, when my head is laid to refti,— 


that their learned grand-father's head had 


been buſied to as much purpoſe once, as 
other people's; — That he had invented a 
name, — and generouſly thrown it into 


* 
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the Txxasuxr of the Ars Logica, for 
one of the moſt unanſwerable arguments 
in the whole ſcience. And if the end of 
diſputation is more to filence than con- 
vince,— — they may add, if they pleaſe, 
to one of the beſt arguments too. 
I do therefore, by theſe preſents, ſtriet- 
ly order and command, That it be known 
and diſtinguiſhed. by the name and title 
of the Argumentum Fiſtulatorium, and 
no other; — and that it rank hereafter with 
the Argumentum Baculinum, and the 
 Argumentum ad Crumenam, and forever 
hereafter be treated of in the ſame chapter. 
As for the Argumentum Tripodium , 
which is never uſed but by the woman 
againſt the man ;—and the Argumentum 
ad Rem, which, contrarywiſe, is made 
-uſe of by the man only againſt the wo- 
man; — As theſe two are enough in con- 
ſeience for one lecture; - and, moreover, 
as the one is the beſt anſwer to the other, 
let tbem likewiſe be kept apart, and 
be treated of in a place by themſelves. 
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C HAP. XXII. . 

Tur learned Biſhop Hall, I mean the 
famous Dr. Joſeph Hall, who was Biſhop 
of Exeter, in King James the Firſt's reign, _ 
tells us in one of his Decads, at the end 
of his divine art of meditation, imprinted 
at London, in the year 2610, by John 
- Beal dwelling in Alderſgate-ftreet, * That 
it is an abominable thing for a man to 
commend himſelf; — and I _ think 
it is lo... 

And yet, on the other hand, 5 a 
- thing is executed in a maſterly kind of a 
faſhion', which thing is not likely to be 
found ont; — I think it is fall as abomin- 
able, that a man ſhould loſe the honour 
of it, and go out of the world with the 
conceit of it rotting in his bead. 

This is precifely my htuation. * 
For in this long digreſſion which I was 

accidentally led into, as in all my digreſ- 
Bons (one only excepted) there is a mal. 
ter- ſtroke of digreſſiye ſkill, the merit of 
which has all along, I fear, been over- 
looked by my reader, — not for want of 
penetration in him, — but 'becaule tis an 
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excellence ſeldom looked for, or expeet- \* 
ed indeed, in a digreſſion; and it is this: 
That tho' my digreſſions are all fair, as 
you obſerve ,—and that I fly off from what 
J am about, as far, and as often too, as 
any writer in Great Britain; yet I con- 
ſtantly take care to order affairs ſo, that 
my main buſineſs does not * Hill in 
my abſence. 

I was juſt going, for mls. to have 
given you the great out-lines of my uncle 
Toby's moſt whimkical character ;—when 
my aunt Dinah and the coachman came 
acroſs us, and led us a vagary ſome mil- 
lions of miles into the very heart of the 
planetary ſyſtem : Notwithſtanding all this, 
you perceive that the drawing of my uncle 
Toby's character went on gently all the 
time ;—not the great contours. of it, —that 
was impoſſible ,—but ſome familiar ſtrokes 
and faint defignations of it, were here 
and there touched on, as we went along, 
fo that you are much better. acquainted 
with my uncle Ol now than you was 
before. VERT 

4 this contrivance the e of my 

work is of a [pecies by itſelf; two con-: 
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trary motions are introduced into it, and 
reconeited, which are thought to be at 
variance with each other. In a word, my 
work is digreſſive, and it is progreſſive 
too — and at the fame time. : 
This, Sir, is a very different tory from 
that of the earth's moving round her axis,. 
in her diurnal rotation, with her progreſs 
in her elliptic orbit Which brings about the 
year, and conſtitutes that variety and vi- 
ciſſitude of ſeaſons we enjoy ;—though I 
own it ſuggeſted the thought, —as I be- 
Heve the greateſt of our boaſted improve- 
ments and diſcoveries have come "om 
fome ſuch trifling hints. 
Digreſſions, inconteſtably are the ſun-. 
ſhine ;—they are the life, the ſoul of read- 
 ing;—take them out of this book, for in- 
fiance, —you might as well take the book 
along with them;—one cold eternal win- 
ter would reign in every page of it; reſ- 
tore them to the writer; — he ſteps forth 
like a bridegroom— —bids All hail; brings 
in variety, and forbids the appetite to fail. 
All the dexterity is in the good cooke- 
ry and management of them, fo as to be 
wot only for the advantage of the reader, 
| L 2 
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but allo of the author, whole diſtreſs, in 


this matter, is truly pitiable: For, if he 


begins a digreſſion, from that moment, 1 


obſerve, his whole work ſtands flock fill; 
—and if he goes on-with his main work, 
—then there is au end of his digreſſion. 
— This is vile work. — For which rea- 
ſon, from the beginning of this, you ſee, 
I have conſtrueted the main work and the 
adventitious parts of it with ſuch interſec- 
tions, and have ſo complicated and in- 
volved the digreſſive and progreſſive move- 
ments, one wheel within another, that 
the whole machine, in general, has been 
kept a-going; — and, what's more, it ſhall 
be kept a-going thele forty years, if it 


pleaſes the fountain of health to bleſs me 


lo. long. with life and good erg | 
CH A p. *in. 


1 HAVE. a dee n * me to ad 
gin this chapter very nonſenſically, and I 
will not baulk my umme 1 
ſet off thus: 8 9s 
I the fixture of Momus's glaſs in the 


human: breaſt, a to the propoled 


% 
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emendation of that arch-critic, had taken 
place, — —firſt, This fooliſh conſequence 
would certainly have followed, — That the 
very wiſeſt and the very graveſt of us all, 
in one coin or other, muſt have paid 
window-money every day of our lives. 
And, ſecondly, That had the ſaid glaſs 
been there ſet up, nothing more would 
have been wanting, in order to have ta- 
ken a man's character, but to have taken 
a chair and gone ſoftly, as you would to 
a dioptrical bee-hive, and looked in ,— 
viewed the ſoul ſtark naked ;—obſerved 


all her motions, — her machinations; — 


traced all her maggots from their firſt en- 
gendering to their crawling forth ;—watch- 
ed her looſe in her friſks, her gambols, 
her capricios; and after ſome notice of 
her more ſolemn deportment, conſequent 
upon ſuch friſks, ete.— then taken your 
pen and ink and ſet down nothing but 
what you had ſeen, and could have ſworn 
to: —But. this is an advantage not to be 
had by the biographer in this planet; in 
the planet Mercury (belike) it may be ſo, 
if not better till for him;—ſfor there the 
intenſe heat of the country, which is proved 
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by computators, from its vicinity to the 
ſun, to be more than equal to that of red- 
hot iron,—muſt, I think, long ago have 
vitrified the bodies of the inhabitants, (as 
the efficient cauſe) to ſuit. them for the 
climate (which is the final cauſe;) ſo that 
'betwixt them both, all the tenements of 
| their ſouls, from top to bottom, may be 
nothing elle, for aught the ſoundeſt phi- 
loſophy can ſhew to the (contrary, but 
one fine tranſparent body of clear glaſs 
(bating the umbilical knot;) — ſo, that till 
the inhabitants grow old and tolerably 
wrinkled, whereby the rays of light, in 
palling through them, become ſo mon- 
frouſly refracted ,—or return reflected from 
their ſurfaces in ſuch tranſyerſe lines to the 
eye, that a man cannot be ſeen through; 
—his ſoul might as well, unleſs for mere 
ceremony,— or the trifling advantage which 
the umbilical point gave her, — might, 
upon all other accounts, I ſay, as well 
play the fool out o'doors as in MY ou 
houſe. 
But this, as I ſaid above, is not the 
caſe of the inhabitants of this earth; — 
our minds ſhine not through the body, 
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but are wrapt up here in a dark covering 
of uncryſtalized fleſh and blood; ſo that, 
if we would come to the ſpecific charac- 
ters of n we muſt 80 ſome other way 
to work. BY 
Many, in ad trath, are the. ways, 
which human wit has been forced to take 
to do this thing with exactneſs. 1 
Some, for inſtance, draw all their cha- 
racters with wind-inſtruments. — — Virgil 
takes notice of that way in the affair of 
Dido and Aeneas;—but it is as fallacious 
as the breath of fame ;—and, moreover, 
beſpeaks a narrow genius. I am not igno- 
rant that the Italians pretend to a mathe- 
matical exactneſs in their deſignations: of 
one particular fort of character among 
them, for the forte or piano of a certain 
wind- inſtrument they uſe, ——which they 
ſay is infallible.—I dare not mention the 
name of the inſtrument in this place: 
tis ſufficient we have it amongſt us,—but 
never think of making a drawing by it; 
this is aenigmatical, and intended to be 
ſo, at leaſt, ad populum:—And therefore 
beg, Madam, when you come here, that 
you read on as faſt as you can, and ne- 
ver ſtop to make any inquiry about it. 


_ Tue LIFE or 


There are others again, who will draw 
a man's character from no other helps in 
the world, but merely from his evacua- 
tions.;—but this often gives a very incor- 
rect outline, —unleſs, indeed, you take a 
lketch of his repletions too; and by cor- 
recting one drawing from the other, com- 
pound one good figure out of them both. 

I ſhould have no .objection to this me- 
thod, but that I think it muſt ſmell too 
ſtrong of the lamp, and be rendered ſtill 
more operoſe, by forcing you to have an 
eye to the reſt of his Von -· naturals. Why 
the moſt natural actions of a man's life 
ſhould be called his Non-naturals, — is 
another queſtion. 

There are others, fourth] ys, [ks diſdain 
every one of theſe expedients;—not from 
any fertility of his own, but from the va- 
rious ways of doing it, which they have 
borrowed from the honourable devices 
which the Pentagraphic Brethren “) of the 
bruſh have ſhewn in taking copies. 


* Pentagraph, an inſtrument to copy prints 
and pictures mechanically, _ in ANY 1 5 
portion. 
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Theſe, you muſt. Aeg ate your great 
hiſtorians. | 
One of theſe you will ſee drawing 4 
full-length character agalnſt the light ; — 
that's illiberal, — diſhoneſt, — and hard 
upon the character of a man who fits. 

Others, to mend the matter, will make 
a drawing of you in the Camera; —that 
is moſt unfair of all, —becauſe, there you 
are ſure to be repreſented in ſome of vg 
moſt ridiculous attitudes. n 

To avoid all and every one of theſe 
errors, in giving you my unele Toby's 
character, I am determined to draw it by 
no mechanical help whatever;—nor ſhall 
my pencil be guided by any one wind- 
inftrument which ever was blown upon, 
either on this, or on the other fide of the 
Alps; — nor will I conſider either his re- 
pletions or his difcharges—or touch upon 
his Non-naturals;—but, in a word, I will 
draw my uncle Toby's character Gon his 
HomBy-Hoxse. RON AE 


1 
« ® 
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CH AP. XXIV. 


Is I was not morally ſure that the reader 
muſt be out of all patience for my uncle 
Toby's character ,—I would here previouſ- 
ly have convinced him that there is no 
inſtrument ſo fit to draw ſuch a thing with, 
as that which I have pitched upon. 

A man and his Hossy-Hoxss, tho' IL 
cannot ſay: that they act and re-act ex- 
actly after the ſame manner in which the 
ſoul' and body do upon each other: Yet 
doubtleſs there is a communication be- 
tween them of ſome kind; and my opi- 
nion rather is, that there is ſomething in 
it more of the manner of electrified bo- 
dies, — and that by, means of the heated 
parts of the rider, which come imme- 


diately into contact with the back of the | 


Homsy-Horssz. — By long journies and 
much friction, it ſo happens, that the 
body of the rider is at length filled as 
full of HomBy-HorsicAL matter as it can 
hold;—ſo that if you are able to give but 
a clear deſcription of the nature of the 
one, you may form a pretty exact notion 
of the genius and character of the other. 


— 
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Now the HoBzy-Horss which my, uncle 
Toby always rode upon, was in my opi 
nion, an HozBy-Horss well worth giving 
a deſcription of, if it was only upon the 
ſcore of his great ſingularity; for you might 
have travelled from York to Dover, — from 
Dover to Penzance in Cornwall, and from 
Penzance to Vork back again, and not 


have ſeen ſuch another upon the road; or 


if you had ſeen ſuch a one, whatever 


haſte you had been in, you muſt infallibly, 


have ſtopped to have taken a view of him. 
Indeed, the gait and figure of him was 
ſo firange, and ſo utterly unlike was he, 
from his head to his tail, to any one of 
the whole ſpecies, that it was now and 
then made a-matter of diſpute, whether. 
he was really a Hozzy-Hoxss or no: But 
as the Philoſopher would uſe no other 
argument to the Sceptic, who diſputed 
with him againſt the reality of motion, ſave 


that of riſing up upon his legs, and walk- 


ing acroſs the room; ſo would my uncle 
Toby uſe no other argument to-prove his 
HoBBy-Horszs was a HosBy-Horsz in- 
deed, but by getting upon his back and 

riding him about; — leaving the world, 


-- 


— — 


— —— L 
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after that, to determine the eral as it 
thought t. 6W och bor * 4. 
In good truth, my uncle Toby Abomed 
him with ſo much pleaſure, and he car- 
ried my uncle Toby ſo well, = tliat he 
troubled his head very little with what 
the world either ſaid or thought about it. 
It is now high time, however, that I 
give you a deſcription of him: — But to 
80 on regularly, 1 only beg you will give 
me leave to acquaint* you firſt, how ww 
unele Toby came by him. | — 


CHAP. XXV. 


Ta E wound in my unele Toby s refit; 
which he received at the fiege of Namur, 4 


5 rendering him unfit for the ſervice, it was 


thought expedient he ſhould return to Eng- 
land, in order, A K rf to wer fer to 
as ex] . 

He was four years totally confined — 
part of it to his bed, and all of it to his 
room; and in the courſe of his cure, which 
was all that time in hand, ſuffered un- 
ſpeakable miſeries, — owing to a ſuccel- 
kon of exfoliation ftͤm the os pubis, and 


* 
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the outward edge of that part of the co- 
rendiæ called the or ilium, — both which 
bones were diſmally.crufhed, as much hy 
the irregularity of the ſtone, which I told 
you was broke off the parapet, as by its 
ſize, — (tho' it was pretty large) which 
inclined the ſurgeon all along te think, 
that the great injury which it had done 
my uncle Toby's groin, was more owing 
to the gravity of the ſtone itſelf, than to 
the projectile force of it—which he would 
often tell him was a great happineſs. 
. My. father at that time was juſt begin- 
ning . buſineſs, in London, and had taken 
_ a houſe; — and as the trueſt | friendſhip 
and cordiality ſubfiked between the two 
brothers, — and that my father thought my 
uncle Toby could no where, be ſo well 
nurſed and taken care of as in his own 
bouſe „ he alligned him the very beſt 
apartment in it. And What was a much 
mare ſincere, mark of his affection ſtill, 
he would. never ſuffer a friend or an -ac- 
quaintance to ſtep into the houle on any 
occaſion, but he, wauld take him by the 
hand, and lead him up ſtairs to [ee his 


brother ;Toby, and chat an hour by his 
bed-Gde. 
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The hiſtory of a ſoldier's wound be- 
'guiles the pain of it my uncle's viſitors 
at leaft thought fo, and in their daily calls 
upon him, from the courteſy ariſing out 
of that belief, they would frequently turn 
the diſcourſe to that ſubject, — and from 
that ſubject the diſcourſe would ny 
wh on the fiege itſelf. 

Theſe converſations were infinitely kind; 
and my-uncle Toby received great relief 
from them, and would have received much 
more, but that they brought him into ſome 
unforefeen perplexities, which, for three 
months together, retarded his cure great- 
ly; and if he had not hit upon an expe- 
dient to extricate himſelf out of them, I 

verily believe they would have laid him 
in his grave. 

What theſe been, of . my uncle 
Toby were, — tis impoſſible- for you to 
uels;— if you could, —T fhould blufh; 
not as a relation, —not as'a man, — nor 
even as a woman, — but 1 Thould bluſh 
as an author; inaſmuch as I ſet no ſmall 
fore by myſelf upon this very account, 
that my reader has never yet been able 


to gueſs at od thing. And in this, Sir, 1 
bn 224 
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am of ſo nice and fingular a humour, that 
if I thought you was able to form the 
leaſt judgment or probable conjecture to 
yourſelf, of what was to come in the 
next page, — I would tear it out of my 
book, 


End of the f Volume. 
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CHAP. I. 2 51 
IT nave begun a new book, on purpoſe 
that I might have room enough to explain 
the nature of the perplexities in which my 
uncle Toby was involved, from the many 
diſcourſes and interrogations about the 
fiege of Namur, where he received his 
wound, 

I muſt dn the reader, in caſe he 
has read the hiſtory of King William's 
wars,—but if he has not,—I then inform 
him that one of the moſt memorable. at- 
tacks in that fiege, was that which was 
made by the Engliſh and Dutch upon the 


M 2 
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point of the advanced counterſcarp, before 
the gate of St. Nicolas, which incloſed the 
great ſluice or water-Rop, where the Eng- 
liſh were terribly expoſed to the ſhot of 


the counter-guard and demi-baſtion of St. 


Roch: The iſſue of which hot diſpute, in 
three words, was this; That the Dutch 
lodged themſelves upon the counter-guard, 
—and that the Engliſh made themſelves 
maſters of the covered-way before St. Ni- 
colas-gate, notwithſtanding the gallantry 
of the French officers, who expoſed them- 
ſelves upon the glacis {word in hand. 

As this was the principal attack of which 
my uncle Toby was an eye-witneſs at 
Namur; —the army of the beſiegers being 
cut off, by the confluence of the Maes and 
Sambre, from ſeeing much of each other's 
operations, — my uncle Toby was gene- 
rally more eloquent and particular in his 
account of it; and the many perplexities 
he was in, aroſe out of the almoſt inſur- 
mountable difficulties he found in telling 
his ſtory intelligibly, and giving ſuch clear 
ideas of the differences and diſtinctions 
between the ſcarp and counterſcarp, —the 
glacis and covered-way ,—the half. moon 
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and ravelin,—as to make his company 
fully comprehend: e and 2 * Was 
about. | 
Writers themſelves are too apt to con- 
found theſe terms; ſo that you will the 
leſs wonder, if in his endeavours to ex- 
plain them, and in oppoſition to many 
miſconceptions, that my uncle Toby did 
_ oft-times puzzle his n and lome- 
times himſelf too. | en n 
To ſpeak the truth, unleſs the company 
my father led up ſtairs were tolerably elear- 
headed, or my uncle Toby was in one of 
his beſt explanatory moods, it was a dif- 
ficult thing, do what he could, to wes 
the diſcourſe” free from 'obſcurity.” 
What rendered the account of his affair 
the more intricate to my uncle Toby, was 
this, — that in the attack of the counter- 
ſcarp before the gate of St. Nicolas, ex- 
tending itſelf from the bank of the Maes, 
quite up to the great water-ftop, — the 
ground was cut and'croſs cut with ſuch a 
multitude of dikes, drains, rivulets, and 
fluices,. on all fides, — and he would get 
ſo ſadly bewildered, and ſet faſt amongft 
them, that frequently he could neither get 
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888 or fornards to ſave his life; + 
and was oft-times obliged to give up the 
attack upon that very account only, +- 
Theſe perplexing rebuffs gave my uncle 
Toby Shandy more perturbations than you 
would imagine; and as my father's kind-' 
neſs to him was continually dragging up 
freſh friends' and freſh inquirers, —he _ 
but a very uneaſy taſk of it. = 
No doubt my uncle Toby | had 2 0 
command of himſelf, — and could guard 
appearances, I believe, as well as moſt 
men;—yet any one may imagine, that 
when he could not retreat out of the ra- 
velin without getting into the half: moon, 
or get out of the covered-way without 
falling down the counterſcarp, nor crols 
the dike without danger of ſlipping into 
the ditch, but that he muſt have fretted 
and fumed inwardly ; He did ſo: — and 
theſe little and hourly vexatiens, which 
may ſeem trifling and of no account to the 
man who has not read Hippocrates, yet, 
whoever has read Hippocrates, or Dr. 
James Mackenzie, and has conlidered wel 


the effects which the paſſions and affec- 


| tions of the mind have upon the digel- 


— 
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tion, — (Why not of a wound as well as 
of a dinner?) —may eaſily conceive what 
ſharp. paroxiſms and exacerbations, of his 
wound my uncle Toby muſt have under- 
gone upon that [core only. F 
My uncle Toby could not philoſo- 
phize upon it; — it was enough he felt it 
was o, — and having ſuſtained the pain 
and , ſorrows of it for three months to- 
gether, he was reſolved ſome way or N 
to extricate himſelf, 

He was one morning lying upon his back 
in his bed, the anguiſh and nature of the 
wound upon his groin ſuffering him to lie 
in no other poſition, when a thought came 
into his head, that if he could purchaſe 
ſuch a thing, and have it paſted down 
upon a board, as a large map of the for- 
tifications of the town and citadel of Na- 
mur, with its environs, it might be a 
means of giving him eaſe. —I take notice 
of his defixe to have the environs along 
with the town and citadel, for this rea - 
ſon, — becauſe my uncle Toby's wound 
| was got in one of the traverſes, about 

thirty toiſes from the returning angle of 


the trench, oppolite to the ſalient angle 


- 


144 Tur LIFE or 


of the demi-baftion"of St. Roch :—ſo-that 
be was pretty confident he could flick a 
pin upon the "identical [pot of ground 
where he was landing on when the ſtone 
Eruck him, © ATE ONS | 

All this ſucceeded to his ne and 
not only freed him from a world of ſad 
explanations, but, in the end, it ptoved 
the happy means, as you will read, of 


procuring my uncle Toby bis HoBuy- 
Hos. 
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Prevwe: is Bothtug 10 kölltb, ber 

you are at the expenſe ol making an en- 
tertainment of this kind, as to order things, 
ſo badly, as to let your critics and gentry 
ol refined taſte run it down: Nor is there 
any thing ſo likely to make them do it, 
as that of leaving them out of the party, 
or, what is full as offenſive, of beſtowing 
your attention upon the reſt of your gueſts 
in ſo particular a way, as if there was 
no ſuch thing as a critic (by r hen 24 

at table. | 


EI guard againft both; for, in the fir 
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place, L have left; half a dozen places 
puxpoſely open for them; — and in the 
next place, I pay them all court. Gentle 
men, I kiſs your hands, I proteſt no'com- 
pany. could give me half the pleaſure, — 
by my ſoul-I am glad to. ſee you —T beg 
only you will make no-firangers of your- 
ſelves; but fit down-without any ceremo- 
ny, and fall on heartil y d 
I ſaid I had left fix places, and I was 
| upon the point of carrying. my complai- 
ſagce ſo far, as to have left a ſeventh 
open for them, — and. in this very ſpot I 
Rand on; but being, told by a critic, (tho' 
not by, occupation ;— but by nature) that 
I had acquitted myſelf well enough, I 
Thall fill it up directly, hoping, in the 
mean time , that I ſhall be able to make 
a great deal of more room next year. 
How, in- the name of wonder! could 
— uncle Toby, who, it feems, was a 
military man „and whom you have re- - 
preſented. as no fool, — be at ther ſame - 
time ſuch a confuſed , pudding-headed , - 
amuddle-beaded.,, fellow, as — G0 look. 
So, Sir Critic, I could have: replied; 
bie 1 ſcorn it —'Tis, ſangnage unurbang ,— - 
7 — Handy. Vol, II. N E 
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and only. befitting the man who cannot 
give clear and ſatisfactory accounts of 
' things, or dive deep enough into the firſt 
cauſes of human ignorance and confuſion, 
It is moreover the reply valiant — and 
therefore I:reject it; for tho“ it might have 
ſuited my uncle Toby's character as a-ſol- 
dier excellently well, — and had he not 
accuſtomed. himſelf, in ſuch attacks, to 
whiſtle the Lillabultero, as he wanted no 
eourage, tis the very anſwer he would 
have given; yet it would-by no means 
have done for me. You- ſee as plain as 
can be, that I write as a man of erudi- 
tion; — that even my fimilies, my allu- 
ons, my illufirations, my metaphors, are 
erudite ,—and that-I muſt. ſuſtain my cha - 
racter properly, and centraft-it properly 
too, — elſe what would become of me? 
Why, Sir, I ſhould be undone; — at this 
very moment that I am going here to fill 
up one place againft a critic, — 1 _— 
have made an opening for ON 3, ag 
Therefore ILanfwer thus 
Pray, Sir, in all the reading which you: 
have ever read, did you ever read ſfuch a 
VERT: as. Locke's. oy e the Human 


\ 
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Underſtanding ? — Don't anſwer: me raſh- 
1y,—becauſe many, I know, quote the 
book, who have not read it—and many 
| Have read it who underſtand it not ;— If 
either of theſe is your caſe, as I write to 
inſtruct, I will tell you in three words 
what the book is. — It is a hiſtory. — A 
' hiftory ! of who? what? where? when? 
Don't hurry yourſelf-—It-is a hiſtory- book, 
Sir, (which may poſſibly recommend it 
to the world) of what paſſes in a man's 
own mind; and if you will ſay ſo much 
of the book, and no more, believe me, 
vou will out no contemptible * in a 
N b e circle. 

But this by the way. 

Now if you will venture to go atong 
with me, and look down into the bottom 
of this matter, it will be found that the 
cauſe of obſcurity and conſuſion, in the 
mind of man, is threefold. 

Dull organs, dear Sir, in we firſt lacs: 
Secondly, light and tranfient impreſſions 
made by the objects, When the ſaid or- 
_ are not dull. And thirdly, a memo- 

ry like unto a ſieve, not able to retain- 
en it * down Dolly 


N 2 
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your chamber-maid; and Iwill give you 
my cap and bell along witl it, if-I-make 
not this matter ſo plain that Dolly herſelf 
Thall underſtand it as well as Malbranch. 
— When Dolly has indited her epiſtle to 
Robin; and has truſt her arm into the bot- 
tom of her pocket hanging by her right 
fide ;— take that opportunity to recollect - 
that the organs and faculties of perception 
can, by nothing in this world, be ſo apt- 
Iy typified and explained as by that one 
thing which Dolly's hand is in ſearch of. 
our organs are not ſo dull chat I ſhould 
inform you, — tis an inch, wy reg 
leal- wax. Ar 
When this is melted neren wo 
the letter; if Dolly fumbles too long for 
her thimble, till the wax is over-har- 
dened, it will not receive the mark of 
her thimble from the uſual impulſe which 
was wont to- imprint it. Very well. If 
Dolty's Wax, for want of better; is bees - 
ax, or of a temper too ſoft, + tho' it 
may receive; — it will not hold the im- 
ptelſion, how hard ſoever Dolly thrufis 
againſt it; and laſt of all, ſuppoſing the 
Wax good,; and eke the thimble, but ap- 


8 
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plied thereto in careleſs haſte, as her Miſ- 


treſs-rings the bell ;—in any one of theſe 
three caſes-the print, left by the thimble, 
will be as. ualike the Prototype As a 
. e | 


Now you muſt 3 that and one 


of theſe was the true cauſe of the, confu- 
lion in my uncle Toby's , diſcourſe : and 
it is for that very reaſon I enlarge upon 
them ſo long, after the manner of great 


phyſiologiſts, — to ſhew the world, What 


it did not ariſe from. 

What it did ariſe from, I have binted 
above, and a fertile.ſource of obſcurity: it 
is; —and ever will be, —and that is the 
unſteady. uſes of words. which have per- 


plexed the cleareſt and moſt. exalted un- 


derſtandings. 

It eis ten to one oP RS 5) whether 
you have ever read the literary hiſtories 
of paſt ages; — if you have, — what ter- 
rible \ battles.” 'yclept..logomachies, have 
they 'occalioned and perpetuated with ſo 


much gall and ink, ched, — that a ;good. 


natured man cannot read the accounts of 
them without tears in his eyes. 
Sentle .critic! when thou haſt weighed 


*. 
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all this, and conſidered within thyſelf how. 


much of thy own knowledge, diſcourſe, 


and converſation has been peſtered and 
diſordered, at one time or other, by this, 


and this only: — What a e and rac- 


ket in Councits about Sia and brd 


ig; and in the Schoors of the learned 
about power and about ſpirit; - about eſ- 


fences, and about quinteſſences ;—about 


ſubſtances, and about ſpace.—What con- 
fuſion in greater TxzaTxes from words 


of little.meaning, and as indeterminate a 
Tenſe; when thou conlidereſt this, thou 
wilt not wander at my uncle Toby's per- 
plexities, — thou wilt drop a tear of pity 
upon his ſcarp and his counterſcarp ;—his 


glacis and his covered-way-; —his ravelin 


and his half-moon :—'Twas not by ideas, 
—by Heaven, his life was s put in er- a 
dy by words. 13 


CHAP. In. | . 


Wa EN my its Toby wk his map i þ 


Namur to his mind, he began immediate- 


ly to apply himſelf, and with the utmoſt 


diligence, to the Budy of it; for nothing 
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being of more importance to him than hie 
recovery, and his recovery depending, as 
you have read, upon the pallions and af- 
fections of his mind, it behoved him to 
take the niceſt care to make himſelf ſo 
far maſter of his ſubject, as to be able to 
talk upon it without emotion. 

In a fortnight” 8 cloſe and painful 33 
cation, Which, by the by, did my uncle 
Toby's wound, upon his groin, no good, 
— he was enabled, by the help of ſome 
marginal documents at the feet of the ele- 
phant, together with Gobeſius's military 
architecture and pyroballogy, tranſlated 
from the Flemiſh, to ſorm his diſcour! 
with paſſable perſpicuity; and before he 
was two full months gone, —he was, riglit 
eloquent upon it, and could make not 
only the attack of the advanced counter- 
Tcarp with great order; — but having, by 
that time, gone much deeper into the art, 
than what his firſt motive made neceſſary, 
my uncle Toby was able to orols the Macs 
and Sambre; make diverſions as far as 
Vauban's line, the abbey of Salſines, etc. 
and give his viſitors as diſtinct a hiſtory 
ol each of their attacks, as of that of the 


» „ 
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gate 'of St. Nicholas, where ke bad the | 
bongur to. receive his wound. 2 
But the defire .of knowledge, like thy 
thirſt of riches, increaſes ever with the 
acquiſition of it. The more my uncle Toby 
pored over his map, the more he took a 
liking to it; — by the ſame procels and 
electrical aſſimilation, as I told you, thro' 
Which TI Wween the "fouls. of connoiſſeurs 
| themſelves, by long krietion and incumbi- 
tion, have the happineſs, at length, to. 
get all be- virtued, —be- eee 
tefflied, and be-fiddled. $45 3 6A. 
The more my uncle Toby drank of his 
| ſfweet fountain of ſciente, G the greater Was 
the heat and impatience of his thirſt, lo 
that before the firſt year of his confinement 
had well gone found, there was ſcarce a 
fortified town in Italy or Flanders, of 
which, by one means or other, he had 
not Procured a plan, reading over as he 
got them, and carefully collating there- 
'with the hiftories of their hepes, their de- 
molitions, their improvements, and new 
works, all Which he would read Wirh that 
intenſe application and delight”; that he 
would forget himſelf, his wound, his con- 
finement, his dinner, 


* 
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In the ſecond year my uncle Toby, pur- | 
chaſed Ramelli and Cataneo, tranſlated 
from the Italian; likewife Stevinus, Ma- 
rolis, the Chevalier de Ville, Lorini, Coe- 
horn, Sheeter; the Count de- Pagan, the 
Marſhal Vauban, Monſ. Blondel, with 
almoſt as many more books of military 
architecture, as Don Quixote was found 
to have of chivalry, When tho irate: and 
barber invaded his library. 
Towards the beginning of the third 
year, which was in' Auguſt, ninety- nine, 
my uncle Toby ſound it necellary to un- 
derſtand a little of projectiles: —and hav- 
ing judged it beſt to draw his knowledge 
from the fountain-head; he began with 
N. Tartaglia, who it ſeems was the firſt 
man who detected the impoſitiomof a can- 
non-ball's' doing all that milchief under 
the notion of a right line — This N. 
Tartaglia proved to ue en Toby to be 
an impoſſible thing 1k OÞ 
—— 4 Endleſs-is'the ſearchlof Truth. 
No looner was my uncle Toby Hatisfied 
which road the cannon-ball did not go, 
but he was inlenfibly led on, and reſolv- 
ed in his mind to inquitre and find out 
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which road the ball did go: For which 
Purpoſe: he was obliged to ſet off afreſh 
with old Maltus, and ſtudied him devout- 
15. — He: proceeded next to Gallileo and 
Torricellius, wherein, by certain geome- 
trical rules, infallibly laid down, he found 
the preciſe path to be a PaRABOLA — or 
elſe an HyeerBoLA,—and that the para- 
meter, orlfatis rectum., of the conic fec- 
tion of the ſaid path, was to the quantity 
and amplitude in a direct. ratio, as the 
whole line io the fine of double the angle 
of incidence, formed by, the breech, upon 
an horizontal plane;—and that the ſemi- 
 parameter,—ſtop! my dear uncle Toby 
fiop !——go not one foot farther into this 
thorny and bewildered track, — intricate 
are the ſteps! intricate are the mazes. of 
this labyrinth! intricate are the troubles 
which the purſuit of this bewitching phan- 
tom KnowLzDGe, will bring upon thee,— 
O my uncle; fly—fly, fly from it as from 
a ſerpent. —ls. it fit—good natured man! 
chou Choul d' ſt fit up, with the wound upon 
thy groin, whole nights baking thy blood, 
with hectic watchings ?—Alas ! 'twill exa- 
ſperate thy ſymptoms,—check thy perſpi- 


— 


— 
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xations—evaporate thy ſpicits—waſte thy 
animal ſtrength, - dry up thy radical moiſ- 
ture— bring thee into a coftive: habit of 
body, — impair the health, — and haſten 
all the infirmities of thy old age. 0 lagd 
uncle! 1 uncle Au 


0 1 4 r. av . 
Ii mount —_ 88 Aue 
knowledge in pen- craft, who does not 
underſtand this, — — That the beft plain 
narrative in the world, tacked very cloſe 
to the laſt ſpirited apoſtrophe to my uncle 
Toby — would have felt both cold and 
vapid upon the reader's palate; — there- 
fore 4 forthwith put an end to the chap- 


ter, though I was in the midele of: 1 


ſtory. 
"— Writers of my 3 have one prin- 


oiple in common with painters. Where 


an exact copying makes our pictures lefs 
ſtriking, we chooſe the leſs evil; deeming 
it even more pardonable to treſpaſs again 
truth than beauty. This is to be under- 
food um grano ſalis; but be it as it will. 
—as the parallel is made more for the 


— — — —˙⅛f . i 
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fake of letting the apoſtrophe cool, than 
any thing elſe, —it is not very material 
whether upon any other [core the reader 


approves of it or not.. 


In the latter end of the third year, my 
uncle Toby perceiving that the parameter 
and ſemi- parameter of the conic ſection 
.angered his wound, he left off the ſtudy 
of projectiles in a kind of a huff, and be- - 
took chimſelf to the practical part of forti- 


ftcation only; the pleaſure of Which, like 


a ſpring held back, returned n him 
* redoubled force. * S ati 
It was in this year that my ankle began 

to break in upon the daily regularity of a 
clean Thirt, —— to diſmiſs his: barber un- 
Thaven; —— and to allow his ſurgeon 
Iearce time ſufficient to dreſs his wound, 

concerning himſelf ſo little about it, as 
not to alk him once in ſeven times drel- 
ling, bow eit went on: when, lo! — all of 
a ſudden, forithe change was as quick as 
lightning, he began to ſigh heavily for his 
recovery, - complained to my father, grer 
impatient with the ſurgeon 3 — and one 
morning, as he heard his foot eoming up 

KHairs, he ſhut up his books, and thruk 
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_ *gfide-bis infiruments, in order to enpoſiu- 


late with him upon the protraction of his 
cure; which, he told him, might ſurely 
have been accompliſhed at leaſt by that 


time :— He dwelt long upon the miſeries 
he had undergone, and the ſorrows of his 


four years melancholy imprilonment;:— 


adding, that had!it not been ſor the kind 


looks and fraternal, chearings of the 'beft 
ol brothers, — he had long finee- ſunk un- 


der his misfortunes.— My father was by: 
My uncle. Toby's: eloquence brought tears 


into his eyes; — it was unexpected 


My uncle Toby by nature was not elo- 
quent; — it had the greater effect — The 
ſirgeon was confounded; — not that there 
wanted grounds for ſuch ; or greater, marks 


of impatience , — but it was unexpected 


too; in the four years he had attended 


him, he had never ſeen. any thing like it 


in my uncle Toby's carriage; he had ne- 


ver once dropped one fretful or diſeon - 
tented word; he had been all ee 
Auall ſubmiſfionn ; 


We toſe the right eb l 


ſometimes by forbearipg itz — but we of- 


- 


ten-.treble the force: — The ſurgeon was 


| 
| 
=! 
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aſtoniſhed; but much more fo, when he 
heard my unole Toby go on, and peremp- 


_ torily inſiſt upon his healing up the wound 


directly, — or ſending for Monfieur Ron- 


at, the Tn eee, der to do it 


for him. 
The defire of life as kealth 4 is ain 


ed in man's nature; — the love of liberty 


and enlargement is a fiſter-paſſion to it: 
Theſe my unele Toby had in common with 
his [pecies; — and either of them had been 
fufficient to account for his earneſt defire 


to get well and out of doors ; but I have 
told you before, that nothing wrought with 


our family after the common way; —and 
from the time and manner in which this 
eager defire ſhewed- itlfelf in the preſent 
caſe, the penetrating reader will ſuſpect 
there was ſome other cauſe or orotchet for 
it in my unole Toby's head: — —< There 
-was- ſo, and it is the ſubject of the nent 
chapter to (et forth what that cauſe and 
corotehet was: I own, when that's done, 
it will be time to return back to the par- 
lour- fire-ſide, where we left my uncle 
Toby in the middle-of his ſentence. 


= * * 
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OP +6 3 C * K P. V. 
Wann ee gives bimfelf up · to the 
government of a ruling paſſion, — or, in- 
other words, when his Hongv-Honsz 
grows headfirong, — farewel cool reaſon 
and fair diſcretion! | 

My uncle Toby's wound was near well, 
and as ſoon as the ſurgeon. recovered his 
ſurpriſe, and could get* leave to ſay as- 


much—he told him, it was juſt beginning 


to incarnate; and that if no freſh exfolia- 

tion happened, which there was no ſigu 
_ of, — it would-be dried up in five or fix 
weeks. The ſound of as y Olympiads- 
twelve hours before, woul E i conveyed: 
an idea of ſhorter duration to my unele- 


Toby's mind.— The ſucceſfion of his ideas 


was now rapid, — he broiled with impa - 
tience to put his defign in execution; — 
and ſo, without conſulting: farther. with 
any ſoul living, — which, by the by, I: 
think is right, when you are predeter- 


mined' to take no one ſoul's advice, he 
' privately ordered Trim his man, to pack 


up. a bundle of lint and dreſſings, and hire 


a chariot-and-four to- be at the door ex- 


1. 89 1880. 
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actly by twelve o'clock: that day, when 
he knew my father would be upon Change. 

. — So leaving a bank- note upon the table 
for the ſurgeon's care of him, and a letter 
of tender thanks for his brother's — — he 
packed up his maps, his books of fortifi- 
cation, his inſtruments, etc. and by the 

belp of a crutch, ou one fide, and Trim 
on the other, —my uncle Toby 1 5 
for Shandy-Hall. 

The reaſon, or rather rile of this ſud- 
den demigration, was as follows :- 

The table in my uncle Toby's room, 
and at which, the night before this change 

happened, age ee fitting with his maps, 
etc. about him — being ſomewhat of the 
ſmalleſt, for that infinity of great and ſmall 
.inftruments' o knowledge which uſually 
lay crowded. upon it — he had the acci- 

dent, in reaching over for ; his « tobacco 
box, to throw down his compalles, and in 
ſtooping to take the compalles up, with 
his ſleeve he threw down bis caſe of in- 

ſtruments and Inuffers; — and as the dice 
took a run againſt him, in his endeavour- 
ing te catch the ſnuffers: in falling, — he. 4” 
thruſt Monfieur Blondel off the table „and 
Count de Pagan o'top of him. 
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It was to no purpoſe. for a man, lame 
as my uncle Toby was, to think of re- 
dreſſing all theſe evils by bimſelf, — he 
rung his bell for bis man Trim; — Trim! 
quoth my uncle Toby, prithee ſee what 
confuſion Thave here been making I muſt 
have ſome better contrivance, Trim. — 
Can'ſt not thou take my rule, and mea- 
ſure the length and breadth of this table, 
and then go and beſpeak me one as big 
again? — Ves an' pleale your Honour, re- 
plied Trim, making a bow; but I hope 
your Honour will be ſoon well enough to 
get down to your country-ſeat, where, 
as your: Honour takes ſo much pleaſure 
in fortification, we abr this mat- 
ter to a 17. n 

I muſt here inform you, that this Ter 
vant of my uncle Toby's, who went by 
the name of Trim, had been a corporal 
in my uncle's own company, — his real 
name was James Butler, —butc having got 
he nick - name of Trim in the regiment, 
my uncle Toby, unlefs when he happen- 
ed to be very angry with him, would ne- 
ver call him by any other name. 


Triftram Shandy. Vol. II.. 
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The poor fellow had been diſabled for 
the ſervice, by a wound on his left knee 
by a muſket-bullet, at the battle of Lan- 
den, which was two years before the af- 
fair at Namur; — and as the fellow was 
well beloved in the regiment, and a han- 
dy fellow into the bargain, my uncle To- 
by took him for his (ſervant; and of an 
excellent uſe was he, attending my uncle 
Toby in the camp and in his quarters as 
a ralet, groom, barber, cook, ſempſter, 
and nurſe; and indeed, from firſt to laſt, 
waited upon him and ſeryed him n e | 
fidelity and affection. 

My uncle Toby loved the man in re- 
turn, and what attached him more to him 
till, was the fimilitude of their know- 
ledge. — For Corporal Trim, (for ſo, for 
the future , I ſhall call him) by four years 
occaſional attention to his Maſter's dif- 
courſe upon fortified towns, and the ad- 
vantage of prying. and peeping continually 
into bis Maſter's plans, etc. excluſive and 
belides what he gained Hons y-HorsrwaL- 
LY, as a body-ſervant, Non-Hobby-Hor - 
ical per ſe;—had become no mean profi- 
cient in _ ſcience; and was thought, by 
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the cook and chamber-maid, to know as 
much of the nature of Reng-holds as my 
uncle Toby himfetf. . 

I have but one more Rroke to give to 
fniſh Corporal Trim's character, — and it 
is the only dark line in it. — The fellow 
loved to adyile, —or rather te hear bim- 
ſelf talk; his carriage, however, was ſo 
perfectly reſpectful, it was ealy to keep 
| him filent when you had him ſo; but ſet 
his tongue a-going, —-you had no hold of 
him—hbe was voluble;—the eternal inter- 
lardings of your Honour with the reſpects 
Yulneſs of Corporal Trim's manner, inter- 
eeding Jo ſtrong in behalf of his elocution, 
— that though you might have been in- 
commoded, — you could not well be an- 
gry. My uncle Toby was ſeldom either the 
one or the other with him ,—or, at leaſt, 
this fault, in Trim, broke no ſquares with 
them. My uncle Toby, as I laid, loved 
the man;—and beſides, as he ever look- 
ed upon a faithful ſervant, — but as an 
humble friend, —he could not bear to ftop 
his mouth. —Such, was Corporal Trim. 

If I durſt preſume, continued Trim, to 


sive your Honour my advice, and ſpeak 
O e 


I 164 9 rue LiFF'or © 


my opinion: in this. he Tbou art wel⸗ 
bome, Trim, quoth my uncle Toby, 
ſpeak peak what thou thinkeſt upon 
the ſubject, man, without fear. Why then, 
replied Trim, (not hanging his ears, an 
ſcratching his bead like a country out, 
but) ſtroking his hair back from his fore - 
head, and landing erect as before his di- 
viſion 1 think, quoth *Frim , advancing 
his den, which was his lame Jeſs: a little 
forwards „and Pointing with his _ . 
which was pinned againft the hangings ,— ; 
T'think:, quoth Corporal Trim, with humble 
ſubmiſſion to your Honour's” better judg⸗ 
ment, — that theſe cravelins, baffions, cur- 
tins, and hornworks', make but a poor, 
contemptible, fiddle faddle piece of work 
of it here upon paper, compared to What 
your Honour and I could make of it, were 
we in the country by ourſelves „And had 
but a rood, or à rood and a half of grund : 
to do what we Pleaſed with: As Tommer 
is coming on, continued Trim, your Ho- 
' nour might fit out of doors, and give me 
the nography (Call it ichnogra pb y, quoth 
my uncle, —öf the ton br eitadel, your 
200 
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Honour was pleaſed to fit down before ,— 
and I Will be Thot by your Honour upon 
the glacis of it, if T did not fortify it to 
your Honouf's mind — J dare ſay thou 
would'ſt, Trim, quoth my uncle For if 
your Honour, continued the Corporal, 
could but mark me the polygon, with its 
exact lines and angles That I eould do 
very well, quoth my uncle. I would be. 
zin with the folle, and if your Honeur 
could-tell me the proper depth and breadth 
I can to a hair's breadth, Trim, re- 
plied my uncle, I would throw out the 
earth upon this hand towards the town 
for the ſcarp, — and on that hand towards 
the campaign for the counterſearp. Very 
right, Trim, quoth my uncle Toby. 
And when I had ſloped them to your 
mind, —an' pleaſe your Honour, I would 
face the glacis, as the fineſt fortifications 
are done in Flanders, with ſods, —and as 
your Honour knows they Thould be, —and 4 
I would make the walls and parapets with 
fods too. — The beſt engineers call them 
garons, Trim, ſaid my uncle Toby. — 
Whether they are gazons or ſods, is not 
much matter, replied Trim; your 'Honour 
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knows they are ten times beyond a facing 
either of brick or ftone—I know they are, 
Trim, in ſome reſpects, —quoth my uncle 
Toby, nodding his head; — ſor a cannon- 
ball enters into the gazon right onwards, 
without bringing any rubbiſh down with 
it, which might fill the foſſé, (as was the 
caſe of St. Nicholas's Gate) and facilitate 
the paſlage over it. 

Your Honour underftands theſe W 
replied Corporal Trim, better than any 
officer in his Majeſty's ſervice ;—but, would 
your Honour pleaſe to let the beſpeaking 
of the table alone, and let us but go inte 
the country, I would work under your 
Honour's directions like a horfe, and make 
fortifications for you ſomething like atanſy, 
with all their batteries, Taps, ditches, and 
paliſadoes, that it ſhould be worth all 
the world's riding twenty miles to go and 
ſee u. 

My uncle Toby blached as ha an * 
let as Trim went on;-—but it was not a 
bluſh of guilt, —of modefiy, —or of anger, 
—it was a blulh of joy ;— he was, fired 
with Corporal Trim's project and deſcrip» 
tion, Trim! laid my uncle Toby, thou 
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campaign, continued Trim, on the very 
day that his Majeſty and the Allies take 
the field, and demoliſh them town by 
town as faſt as— Trim, quoth my unele 
Toby, ſay no more. Your Honour, con- 
tinued Trim, might fit in your arm-chair 
(pointing to it) this fine weather, giving 
me your orders, and I would — —Say no 
more, Trim, quoth my uncle Toby —ze - 
fides, your Honour would get not only 
pleaſure and good paſtime ,—but good 
air, and good exercile, and good health, 
and your Honour's wound would be well 
in a month. Thou haſt ſaid enough, Trim, 
—quoth my uncle Toby (putting his hand 
into his breeches-pocket) ——T like thy 
Project mightily.——And if your Honour 
pleaſes, I'll this moment go and buy a 
pioneer's ſpade to take down with us, 
and Fl beſpeak a ſhovel and a pick-ax, 
and a couple of ——Say no more, Trim, 
quoth my uncle Toby, leaping up upon 
one leg, quite overcome with rapture, — 
and thruſting a guinea into Trim's hand, 
— Trim, ſaid my uncle Toby, ſay no 
more; — but go down, Trim, This mo- 
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dh my lad, n bring _ nl —_ 
this inſtant. . 
Trim ran down — broujhy wp his: heal 
ter's "ſupper, ——to no purpoſe: — —- 
Trim's plan of operation ran ſo in my 
uncle Toby's head, he could not taſte it. 
— Trim, quoth my uncle Toby, get me 
to bed.—It was all one. — Corporal Trim's 
deſoription had fired his imagination, — 
my uncle Toby could not -ſhut his eyes. 
—— The more he-conlidered it, the more 
bewitching the ſcene appeared to him; — 
ſo that, two full. hours before day-light, 
he had come to a final determination, and 
had concerted the whole plan of his and 
Corporal Prim's decampment. 
My uncle Toby had a little: neat coun- 
try-houſe of his own, in the village where 
my father's eſtate lay at Shandy, which 
had been left him by an old uncle, with 
a {mall eſtate of about.one hundred pounds 
a- year. Behind this houſe, and contiguous 
to it, Was a kitchen-garden-ef about half 
an aere; and at the bottom of the garden, 
and cut off from it by a tall yew hedge, 
was a bowling-green, containing juſt about 
as much ground as Corporal Trim wiſhed 
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for; — ſo that as Trim uttered the words, 
<A rood and a half of ground to do what 
they would with,” — this identical bowl- 
ing-green inſtantly preſented itſelf, and 
became curiouſly painted all at once, upon | 
the retina of my uncle Toby's fancy ; — 
which was the phyſical cauſe of making 
him change colour, or at leaſt of heigh- 
tening his bluſh, to that immoderate de- 
gree I ſpoke of. 

Never did lover poſt down to a beloved 
miſtreſs with more heat and expectation, 
than my uncle Toby did, to enjoy this 
ſelf.ſame thing in private; — I fay in pri- 
vate; for it was ſheltered from the houſe, 
as I told you, by a tall yew hedge, and 
was covered on the other three fides, from 
mortal fight, by rough holly and thickſet 
flowering ſhrubs ;—ſo that the idea of not 
being ſeen, did not a little contribute to- 
the idea of a pleaſure preconceived in my 
uncle Toby's mind.—Vain thought! how- 
eyer thick it was planted about—or pri- 
vate ſoever it might ſeem,—to think, dear 
uncle Toby, of enjoying a thing which 
took up a whole rood and a half of ground, 
—and not have it known! 


Trifiram Shandy, Vol. II. P 
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How my. uncle Toby and Corporal Trim. 
managed this matter, — with the biſtory | 
of their campaigns, which were no way 
barren of events, — may make no uninte- 
relling under plot in the epitalis and work- 
ing-up « of this drama—At preſent the ſcene | 
- muſt drop, — and change for the parlour 

150 hide... ben 
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Wan AT can they be doing, brother? 
ſaid my father.— 1 think, replied my uncle 
Toby—— taking as I told you, his pipe 
from his mouth, and ſtriking the aſhes out 
of it as he began his ſentence; — I think, 
replied he- it would not be amiſs, bro- . 
ther, if we rung the bell. | | 
Pray , what's, all that racket over our 
heads, Obadiah ?—quoth, my father ;— my 
brother and I can ſcarce hear ourlelyes 
ſpeak. | 
Sir, jos cn Obadiah n 888 a bow | 
towards his left choulder my Miſtreſs is 
taken very badly. — And where's Sufan- : 
nah running down the garden there, as 
if they were going to ravich her? — Sir, 
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ſhe is running ihe ſhorteſt cut into the 


town , replied Obadiah, to fetch the old 


midwife.= Then ſaddle a horſe, quoth 


my father, and do you go directly for 
Dr. Slop, the man-midwife, with all our 


ſervices ,—and let him know your Miſtreſs 


is fallen into labour, — and that I defire- 


he will return with you with all ſpeed. 
It is very ſtrange, ſays my father; ad- 
dreſſing himſelf' to my uncle Toby, as 


Obadiah ſhut the door, — as there is ſo 


expert an operator as Dr. Slop ſo near,— 


that my wife ſhould perſiſt to the very laſt 
in this obſtinate humour of hers, in truſt- 


ing be life of my child, who has had one 
misfortune already, to the ignorance of 


an old 'woman;—and not only the life of 


my child, brother, — but her own life, 


and with it the lives of all the children 1 


might, peradyenture, have E out of 


her hereafter. 


. Mayhap, brother, replied edi To- 


„ 


by, my fifter does it to ſave the expenſe; 


— A pudding's end, — replied my father, 


— the doctor muſt be paid the ſame for 


inaction as action ,—if not better to keep 


him in temper. f 
P 8 


* 
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—Then it can be out of nothing in the 
whole world, quoth my uncle Toby, in 
the ſimplicity of his heart, —but Movesry.. 
—My ſiſter, I dare ſay, added he, does 

not care to let a man come ſo near her 
T*. I will not ſay whether my uncle 
Toby had completed the ſentence or not: 
—it is for his advantage to. ſuppoſe he 
had, —as I think, he could have added 
no One Wonp which would have im- 
proved it. N 
Ik, on the contrary , „ my uncle, Toby 
had not fully arrived at his. period's end, 
| — then the: world ſtands indebted to the 
ſudden ſnapping of my father's tobacco- 
pipe, for one of the neateſt examples of 
that ornamental figure in oratory, which 
Rhetoricians ſtyle the Apoſiopeſis, — Juſt 
Heaven! how does the Poco vin and the 
Poco meno of the Italian artiſts; — the in - 
fenfible mon E or Less, determine the pre- 
eiſe line of beauty in the ſentence, as 
well as in the ſtatue! How do the [light 
touches of the chiſel, the'pencil, the pen, 
the fiddle-ſtick, et caetera —give the true 
ſwell, which gives the true plealure!—-O_ 
wy countrymen ;—be nice ;z—be cautious ' 


3 
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of your language; — and never, O! ne- 
ver let it be forgotten upon what ſmall 


particles your rn and your fame 


depend. 


— * My ſiſter, e „ quoth my uncle 


Toby, does not chooſe to let a man 
come ſo near her *.“ Make this daſh, 
—it is an Apoliopelis., — Take the daſh 
away, and write Backfide, —it is Baw- 
dy. — Scratch Backfide out, and put Co- 
vered way.in,—it is a Metaphor; — and, 
I dare ſay, as fortification ran ſo much in 
my uncle Toby's head, that if he had 


been left to have added one word to the 


- ſentence,— that word was it. 

But whether that was the caſe or not 
the cale ;—or whether the ſnapping of my 
father's tobacco-pipe ſo critically, hap- 
pened thro' accident or anger , n= we 
ſeen in due time. 


CHAP. VII. 


— 


Tu OUGH my y father was.a 1 natural 
philoſopher, —yet he was ſomething of a 
moral philoſopher too; for which reaſon, 
when his tobacco-pipe ſnapped ſhort in 
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the middle, — he had nothing to do, as 
ſuch, but to have taken hold of the two 


pieces „and thrown them gently: upon the 


back of the fire. —He did no ſuch thing;— 


he threw them with all the violence in 
the world: — and, to give the action ſtill 


more emphaſis, — he ſtarted upon both his 
legs to do it. 
This looked ſomething like hands hs 


the manner of his reply to what my uncle 
Toby was ſaying, proved it was ſo. 


— Not chooſe, quoth my father, (re- 


peating my uncle Toby's words) „to let 


a man come ſo near her!“ - By Heaven, 
brother Toby! you would try the patience 


of Job z— and I think I have the plagues 
of one already, without it. — Why ? — 


Where? — Wherein'? — Wherefore ? — 
Upon what account? replied my unele 
Toby, in the utmoſt aftoniſhment. — To 
think, ſaid my father, of a man living to 
your age, brother, and knowing ſo little 
about women!—I know nothing at all 
about them, — replied my uncle Toby; 


and I think, continued he, that the ſhock 


I received the year after the demolition 


ok Dunkirk, in wy affair with widow Wad- 


TRISTRAM SHANDY. 175 


man; — which ſhock you know I ſhould 
not have received, but from my total igno- 
' rance of the ſex ,—has given me juſt cauſe 
to ſay, That I neither know, nor do pre- 
tend to know, any thing about 'em, or 
their concerns either. —Methinks, brother, 
replied my father, you might, at leaſt, 
know ſo much as the right end of a wo- 
man from the wrong, I 
It is laid in Ariſtotle's Maſter-piece, 
„That when a man does think of any 
thing which is paſt, — he looketh down 
upon the ground; — but that when he 
thinketh of ſomething which is to come, 
he looketh up towards the heavens,” 

My uncle Toby, I ſuppole, thought of 
neither, for he looked horizontally.— Right 
end, quoth my uncle Toby, muttering the 
two words low to himſelf, and fixing his 
two eyes inſenfibly as he muttered them, 
upon a [mall crevice, formed by a bad 
joint in the chimney-piece.—Right end of 
a woman!— declare, quoth my uncle, I 
know no more which it is than the man 

in the moon;—and if I was to think, con- 
tinued my uncle Toby, (keeping his eye 
Rill fed upon the bad joint) this month 


* 
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together, I am ſure I ſhould not be * 
to find it out. b 
Then, brother Toby, replied my father, 
I will tell you. 
Every thing in this world, continued 
my father (filling a freſh pipe) — every 
thing in this earthly world, my dear bro- 
| ther Toby, has two handles. — Not al- 
ways, quoth my uncle Toby. — At leaſt, 
replied my father, every one has two 
hands, —which comes to the ſame thing. 
—Now, if a man was to fit down coolly, 
and conſider within himſelf the make, the 
5 ſhape, the conſtruction, come-at-ability, 
and convenience of all the parts which 
conſtitute the whole of that animal, cal- 
led Woman, and compare them analogi- 
cally ——I never underſiood rightly the 
meaning of that word, — quoth my uncle 
Toby. — 
AnaLocr, replied my as, 1 is the cer- 
| tain relation and agreement, which differ- 
ent — Here a devil of a rap at the door 
| Cnapped my father's definition (like his 
| tobacco-pipe) in two,—and, at the ſame_ 
time, cruſhed the head of as notable and 
curious à diſſertation as ever was engen- . 


* 
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dered in the womb of ſpeculation ;—it was 
_ fome months before my father could get 
an opportunity to be ſafely delivered of 
it: — And, at this hour, it is a thing full 
as problematical as the ſubject of the diſ- 
ſertation itſelf, — ( confidering the confu- 
fion and diſtreſſes of our domeſtic miſad - 
_ ventures, which are now coming thick one 
upon the back of another) whether I Chall 
be able to nd a place for it in the third 
a volume or not. 


"CHAP. VUI, 


Tr is about an bour and a half's tolerable 
good reading lince my uncle Toby rung 
the bell, when Obadiah Was ordered to 
ſaddle a horſe, and go for Dr. Slop, the 
man- midwife; — ſo that no one can ſay, 
with reaſon, that I haye not allowed Oba- 
diah time enough, poetically. ſpeaking, 
and conſidering the emergency too, both 
to go and come; — though, morally and 
truly ſpeaking, the man perhaps has ſcarce 
had time to get on his boots. 

If the hypercritic will go upon this, and 
is reſolyed after all to take a pendulum, 
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ue meaſure the true Aae betwixt the - 
© ringing of the bell, and the rap at the 
door; and, after finding it to be no mote 
than two minutes, thirteen ſeconds, and 
three fifths ,— ſhould take upon bim to in- 
Cult over me for ſuch a breach in the uni- 
ty, or rather probability of time; I would 
remind him, » that the idea of duration, 
and of its fimple modes, is got merely 
krom the train and scskrlün of our ideas 
— and is the true ſcholaſtic pendulum , — 
and by which, as a ſcholar, I will be 
tried in this matter, —adjuring and deteſt- 
ing the ten ok all other . 
Whatever. EO 
I would, therefore, defixe him to con- 
' fider that it is but poor eight miles from 
Shandy-Hall to Dr. Slop, the man- mid- 
wife's houſe ;—and that whilſt Obadiah 
has been going thoſe ſaid miles and back, 
T have brought my uncle Toby from Na- 
mur, quite acroſs all Flanders, into Eng- 
land:—That I have had him ill upon my 
"hands near four years and have fince 
travelled him and Corporal Trim in a 
chariot-and-four, a journey of near two 
hundred miles down into Yorkſhire ,— all 
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which put together, muſt have prepared 
the reader's imagination ſor the entrance 
of Dr. Slop upon the ſtage, — as much, 
at leaſt (IJ hope) as a dance, a ſong, or 
. a concerto between the acts. 
If my bypercritic is intractable, Wt 
ow that two minutes and thirteen ſeconds 
are no more than two minutes and thir- 
teen ſeconds, when 1 have ſaid all I can 
about them; and that this plea , though it 
might ſave me dramatically , will damn 
me biographically, rendering my book 
from this very moment, a {profeſſed RO- 
: MANCE, which before, was a book apo- 
cryphal :—If I am thus preſſed I then 
put an end to the whole objection and 
controverſy about it all at once, —by ac- 
- quainting him, that Obadiah had not got 
above threeſcore yards from the ſtable- 
yard before he met with Dr. Slop ; - and 
indeed he gave a ditty proof that he had 
met with him, and was within _ ace of 
giving a tragical one to. 
Imagine to eres er this bad bet. | 
ter e new * N 
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Font ++ CHAP. IX. 


Laa to Hendel a little 5200 un- 
. courtly figure of a Doctor Slop, of about 
four feet and a half perpendicular height, 
with a breadth of back, and a fefquipe- 
dality of belly, which might have done 
-- honour, to a ſergeant in the horſe- guards. 
Such were the out- lines of Dr. Slop's 
figure, which, —if you have read Hogarth's 
analyſis of beauty, and if you have not, 
I wiſh you would ;—you muſt know, may 
as certainly be caricatured, and conveyed 
to the mind by three. n as ee 
hundred. 1c. 1 
lmagine ſuch, a . tuch; 1 . 
. were the out · lines of Dr. Slop's figure, com- 
ing ſlowly along, foot by foot, waddling 
through the dirt upon the vertebrae of a 
little diminutive pony, of a pretty colour,— 
but of ſtrength, — alack! — ſcarce able to 
have made an amble of it, under ſuch a far- 
del, had the roads been in an ambling con- 
| dition. —They were not.——Imagine to your- 
ſelf, Obadiah mounted upon a ſtrong mon- 
ſter of a coach-horſe, pricked into a full 


gallop, and making all Pn ſpeed ' 
the un way. 
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Pray, Sir, let 1 * a moment 
in this deſeription {25 95 

Had Pr. Slop beheld Obadiah a mile 
off, poſting in a narrow lane directly to- 
wards bim, at that monfirous rate, — 
fplaſhing and plunging like a devil through 
thick and thin, as he approached, would 
not ſuch a phenomenon, with ſuch a vor - 
tex of mud and water moving along with 
it, round its axis, —have been a. ſubject _ 
of juſter apprehenſion to Dr. Slop in his. 
fituation , than the worf of Whiſton's 
comets? — To [ay nothing of the NucLevs; 
that is, of Obadiah and the coach-horſe. 

In my idea, the vortex alone of'em was . 
enough to have involved and carried, if 
not the doctor, at leaſt the doctor's pony, 
quite away with it. What then do you 
think muſt the terrour and hydrophobia of 
Dr. Slop have been, when you read 
(which you are juſt going to do) that he 
was advancing thus warily along towards | 
Shandy Hall, and had approached to with- | | 
in fixty yards of it, and within five yards | 
of a ſudden turn, made by an acute angle 
of the garden wall, —and in the dirtieſt. 
part of a dirty lane ,—when Obadiah and 
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his coach-horſe turned the corner; rapid, 
furious, —- pop, — full upon him Nothing, 

I think, in natute, can be ſuppoſed more 

terrible than ſuch a rencounter, —ſo im 
prompt! ſo ill prepared to 1 the ſhock 

of it as Dr. Slop was. 

What could Dr. Slop do? —He croſſed 
himſelff Pugh !—but the doctor, Sir, was 
a Papift.— No matter; he had better have 
kept hold of the pummel.— He had ſo j—- 
nay, as it happened, he had better have 
done nothing at all; for in croſſing himſelf 
he let go his whip—and in attempting to 
ſave his whip betwixt his knee and his 
ſaddle's ſkirt , as it [lipped, be loft his 
ſtirrup— in loſing which he loſt his "ſeat; 
and in the multitude of all thefe loſſes 
(Which, by the by, ſhews what little 
advantage there is in croſſing) the unfor- 
tunate doctor loft his preſence of mind. So 
that without waiting for Obadiah's onſet, 
he left his pony to its deſtiny, tumbling 
off it diagonally; ſomething in the Riyle 
and manner of a pack of woot, and with- 
out any other conſequence from the fall, 
ſave that of being left (as it would have 
been) with the broadeſt part of bim ſunk 
about twelve inches deep in the mire. 
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 Obadiah pulled off his cap twice to Dr. 
Slop ;—once as he was falling ,—and then 
again when he ſaw him ſeated. —Ill-timed; 
complaifance !—had not the fellow better 
have topped his horſe, and got off and 
helped him ?—Sir , he did all that his fitua- 
. tion would allow ;— but the Moukxrum 
of the coach horſe was ſo great, that Oba- 
diah could not do it all at once he rode 
in a circle three times round Dr. Slop, be- 
fore he could fully accompliſh it any how; 
| —and at the laſt, when he did Rop his 
beaſt, it was done with ſuch an exploſion 
of mud, that Obadiah had beiter have 
been a league off. In ſhort, never was a 
Dr. Slop ſo beluted, and ſo tranſubſtan- 
tiated, fince that affair came imo faſhion. 


CHAP. X. 


WIEN Dr. Slop entered the back-par- 
lour, where my father and my uncle To- 
by were diſcourſing upon the nature of 
women ,—it was hard to determine whe- 
ther Dr. Slop's figure, or Dr. Slop's pre- 
lence, occaſioned more ſurpriſe to them; 
for as the accident happened ſo near the 


* * 
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houſe, as not to make it worth while for 
Obadiah to remount him ,—Obadiah had 
led bim in as he was , unwiped, unappoint- 
ed, unannealed, with all his ſtains and 
blotches on him. —He flood like Hamlet's 
ghoſt, motionlefs and fpeechleſs, for a 
full minute and a half, at the parlour 
door ( Obadiah ſtill holding his hand) with 
A all the majeſty of mud. His hinder parts, 
. upon which he had received his fall, to- 
tally beſmeared ,—and in every other part 
of him, blotched over in ſuch a manner 
with Obadiah's exploſion, that you would 
have ſworn (without mental reſervation) 
that eyery grain of it had taken effect. 
Here was a fair opportunity for my 
uncle Toby to have triumphed over my 
father in his turn ;—for no mortal, who 
had beheld Dr. Slop in that pickle, could 
have diſſented from ſo much, at leaſt, of 
my uncle Toby's opinion, That may+ 
hap his fiſter might not care to let ſuch 
a Dr. Slop come ſo near her. But it 
was the Argumentum ad hominem; and 
' if my uncle Toby was not very expert at 
it, you may think, he might not care to 
uſe it.—No; the reaſon was ,—it was nob 
bis nature to inſult, 
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Dr. Slop's preſence at that time, was 
no leſs problematical than the mode of it ; 
though it is certain, one moment's reflec- 
tion in my father might have ſolved it; for 
he had apprized Dr. Slop but the week 
before, that my mother was at her full 
reckoning; and as the doctor had heard 
nothing fince, it was natural and very po- 
litical too in him, to have taken a ride 
to Shandy-Hall, as he did, merely to ſee 
how matters went on. 

But my father's mind took unfortunate- 
ly a wrong turn in the inveſtigation ; run- 
ning, like the hypercritic's, altogether upon 
the ringing of the bell and the rap upon 
the door, —mealuring their diſtance, and 
keeping his mind ſo intent upon the ope- 
ration, as to have power to think. of 
nothing elſe ,—common-place infirmity of 
the greateſt mathematicians! working with 
might and main at the demonſtration, and 
ſo waſting all their firength upon it, that 
they have none left in them to draw the 
corollary , to do good with, 
The ringing of the bell, and the rap 
upon the door, firuck likewiſe ſtrong 
upon the ſenſorium of my uncle Toby ,— 
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| + but it excited a very different train of [| 

thoughts; — the two irreconcileable pul- N 
ſations inſtantly brought Stevinus, the great 
engineer, along with them, into my uncle 
Toby's mind. What buſineſs Stevinus had 
in this affair ,—is the greateſt problem of 

all: — It ſhall be ſolved. ,—but not in bs 
next chapter. | | Fol 


LEES" - 0 


CHAP. XE. £01 


WIIIT ING, when properly managed, 
(as you may be ſure I think mine is) is 
but a different name for converſation. As 
= - | no one, who knows what he is about in 
| good company, would venture to talk all; 
—ſo no author, who underſtands the- juſt 
boundaries of decorum and good breeding, 
would preſume to think all: The trueſt 
reſpect which you can pay to the reader's 
underſtanding, is to halve this matter ami- 
| - ; ably, and leave him ſomething to ima- 
| gine, in his turn, as well as yourſelf, 
| For my own part, I am eternally paying 
him compliments of this kind, and do all 
that lies in my power to keep his ima- 
gination as buſy as my own. 
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Tis his turn now; — I have siven an 
ample deſcription of Dr. Slop's ſad over- 
throw, and of his ſad appearance in the 
back-parlour ; ;— his imagination mu now 


go on with it for a while. 


Let the reader imagine then, that Dr. 


Slop has told his tale; and in what words 
and with what aggravations his fancy choo- 


ſes ;—Let him ſuppoſe, that Obadiah has | 


told his tale allo, and with ſuch rueful 
looks of affected concern, as he: thinks 


will beſt contralt the two figures as' they 


Rand by each other. —Let him imagine, 


that my father has ſtepped up fairs to 


Tee my mother, —And, to conclude this 


work of imagination ,—let him imagine 


the doctor waſhed,—rubbed down con- 


doled with ,—felicitated , got into a pair 


of Obadiah's pumps, ſtepping forwards to- 
- wards the door, upon the very point of - 


entering upon. action, 
Truce l- truce, good Dr. Slop! — ſtay 
thy obſtetric hand !—return it ſafe into thy 


boſom | to keep it warm little doſt thou 


know what obſtacles „little doſt thou think 
what hidden cauſes retard its operation! 
Haſt thou, Dr. Slop ,—haft thou been in- 
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_ truſted with the ſecret articles of this ſo- 


lemn treaty which has brought thee into 


this place ?—Art thou aware that at this 


inftant, a daughter of Lucina is put ob- 


ſtetrically over thy head? Alas!—tis too 
true. —Beſides, great ſon of Pilumnus! what 
canſt thou do? — Thou haſt come forth 
* unarmed ;—thou haſt left thy tire-t&e ,— 


thy new-invented forceps—tby crotchetf , 


thy ſquirt, and all thy inſtruments of 
' Talyation' and deliverance, behind thee. 


—_ Heaven! at this moment they are 
hanging up in a green bays bag, betwixt 


= thy two piſtols, at thy bed's head Ring; 
call; — ſend Obadiah back upon the 


coach-horſe to bring them with all ſpeed, 
Make great haſte, Obadiah, quoth my 
father, and I'll give thee a crown;—and, 
quoth my _ Toby, PI give him 


a another. 


CHAP. XII 


Yo Un ſudden and unexpected ca, 


quoth my uncle Toby, addreſſing himſelf 


to Dr. Slop, (all three of them fitting down 
to the fire together, as my uncle Toby 
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began to ſpeak) — inftantly brought the 
great Stevinus into my head, who, you 
muſt know, is a favourite author with me. 
— Then, added my father, making uſe 
of the argument Ad Crumenam, —I will 
lay twenty guineas to a ſingle crown-piece, 
(which will ſerve to give away to Oba- 
diah when he gets back) that this lame 
Stevinus was ſome engineer or other, — or 


has wrote ſomething or other, either di- 


rectly or indirectly, upon the ſcience of 
fortification. 

He has ſo,—replied my uncle Tob) _ 
I knew it, laid my father , — though, for 
the ſoul of me, I cannot ſee what kind 
of connexion there can be betwixt Dr. 
Slop's ſudden coming, and a diſcourſe upon 
Fortification; — yet I feared it.— Talk of 
what we will, brother, —or let the occa- 
fion be never ſo foreign or unfit, for the 
ſubject, —you are lure to bring it in. I 
would not, brother Toby, continued my 


father, —I declare I would not have my 


head, [o full of curtins and horn- works. 
—— That I dare ſay, you would not, 
quoth Dr. Slop, interrupting him, and 


laughing moſt immoderately at his pun 
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Dennis the critic could not deteſt and 


abhor à pun, or the infinuation of a pun, 


more cordially than my father; — he would 


grow teſty upon it at any time; but to 


be broke in upon by one, in a ſerious 


diſcourſe, was'as bad, he would ſay, as 
"a fillip upon the noſe; —he aw no dif- 
ference. | 


Sir, quoth my uncle Toby, addreſſing 
| himſelf to Dr. Slop,—the curtins my bro- 
ther Shandy mentions here, have nothing 
to do with bedſteads; though, I know Du 
Cange ſays, That bed-curtains, in all 
probability, have taken their name from 
them; — nor have the horn-works , he 
peaks of, any thing in the world to do 
with the born-works of euckoldom:— But 


the curtin, Sir, is the word we ule in for- 


tification, for that part « of the wall or ram- 
part which lies between the two baſtions 
and joins them.—Bebegers ſeldom offer to 


carry on their attacks directly againſt the 


curtin, for this reaſon, becauſe they are 
ſo well flanked. (It is the cale of other 


curtins, quoth Dr. Slop „laughing.) How- 
ever, continued my uncle Toby, to make 


mem ſure, we generally chooſe to place 


” 
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' rayelins before chem, taking care only to 
extend them beyond the foſſè or ditch: 
The common men, who know very little 
of fortification, conſound the ravelin and 
the half- moon together, —though they are 
very different things; — not in their figure 
or conſtruction, for we make them exact- 
ly alike, in all points; for they always 


conſiſt of two faces, making a ſalient angle, 


with the gorges , not ſtraight, but in form 
of a ereſcent.— Where then lies the differ- 
-ence ?” quoth my father, a little teftily. 
Inn their ſituations, anſwered my uncle 
\Toby:— For when a ravelin, brother, 
ſtands before the curtin, it is a ravelin; 
and when a ravelin ſtands before à baſ- 


tion, then the ravelin is not a ravelin: 


it is a half. moon; — a half-moon likewiſe 
is a half- moon, and not more, ſo long as 
it ſtands before its baſtion;—but was it to 


change place, and get before the curtin ,— 


it would be no longer a half. moon; a half. 
moon, in that caſe, is not a half:moon; 
Dit is no more than a ravelin, —I think, 
quoth my father, that the noble ſcience 
of defence has its weak fides—as well as 


1 
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—Asfor the horn-work (high! ho! figh'd 

my father) which continued my uncle To- 
by, my brother was [peaking of, they are 

à very conſiderable part of an outwork ;— 
they are called by the French engineers, 

. Ouvrage d corne, and we generally make 
them to cover: ſuch places as we ſuſpect 
to be weaker, than the reft;—it. is formed 
by two epaulments or demi-baſtions—they 
are very pretty, and if you will take a 
Walk, TH engage to ſhew.you one well 
worth your trouble. —I own, continued my 
uncle Toby, when we crown them, —they 
are much fironger, but then they are very 
. expenhve, and take up a great deal of 
ground, {ſo that, in my opinion, they are 
moſt of ule to cover or defend the head 
of a camp; otherwiſe the double tenaille 
— By the mother who bore us! — brother 
Toby, quoth my father, not able to hold 
out any longer, —— you would provoke 
a ſaint; — here have you got us, 1 know 
not how, not only ſouſe in the middle of 
the old ſubject again: — But ſo full is your 
head of theſe confounded works, that 
though my wife is this moment in the 
Pains of labour, and you hear her cry 
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out, yet nothing will ſerve vou but to 


carry off the man- mid wife. Accoucheur, 
—if you pleaſe, quoth Dr. Slop.— With 
all my heart, replied my father, I don't 
care what they call you,—but I wilh the 
whole fcience of fortification, with all its 
inventors, at the devil; — it has been the 
death of thouſands, — aud it will be mine 
in the end; — I would not, I would not, 
brother Toby, have my brains ſo full of 
ſaps, mines, blinds, gabions, paliſadoes, 
ravelins, half-moons, and ſuch trumpery, 
to be proprietor of Namur, and of all the 
towns in Flanders with it. E e 
My uncle Toby was a man patient of 
injuries; — not from want of courage, — I 
have told you in the fifth chapter of this 
ſecond book, © that he was a man of cou- 
rage:”— —And will add here, that where 


juſt occaſions preſented, or called it forth, 


—1 know no man under whoſe arm I 
would have ſooner taken ſhelter; = not 
did this ariſe from any inſenfibility or ob- 
tufeneſs of his intellectual parts; — for he 
telt this inſult of my father's as feelingly 
as a man could do; — but he was of a 
peaceful, placid- nature ,—no- jarring. ele- 
Triſtram mandy. Vol. II. R 
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ment in it, —all was mixed up ſo kindly 
- within him; my uncle Toby had ſcarce a 
heart to retaliate upon a fly. 
Go ſays he, one day at dinner, to 
an overgrown one which had buzzed about 
his noſe, and tormented him cruelly. all 
dinner time, — — and which after infinite 
attempts, he had caught at laſt, as it flew 
by bim;—T'H not hurt thee, ſays my uncle 
Toby, rifing from his chair, and going 
acroſs, the room, with the fly in his hand, 
—I'Il not hurt a hair of thy head :—Go, 
Jays he, lifting up the ſaſh, and opening 
his band ab he ſpoke to let it eſcape; — 
go, poor devil, get thee gone, why ſhould _ 
I hurt,thee? — This world ſurely is wide 
enough to hold both thee and me. 
„I. was but ten years old when this hap- 
pened; but whether it was, that the ac- 
tion itſelf was. more in uniſon to my nerves 
at that age of pity, which inſtantly ſet 
my whole frame into one vibration of moſt 
pleaſurable ſenſation;— or how far the 
manner and expreſſion of it might go to- 
Wards it; — or in what degree, or by what 
ſecret magic, — a tone of voice and har- 

mony of movement, attuned by merey, 
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might find a paſſage to my heart, I know 
not ;—this I know, that the leſſon of uni- 
Yerſal good-will then taught and imprint- 
ed by my unele Toby, has never ſince 
been worn out of my mind: And though 
I would not depreciate what the ſtudy of 
the Literae humaniores, at the univerſity, 
have done for me in that reſpect, or dil- 
credit the other helps of an expenſive edu- 
cation beſtowed upon me, both at home 
and abroad fince;—yet I often think that 
F owe one half of my n to 18 
one accidental imprellion. 

This is to ſerve for parents and gover- 
nours inftead of a a volume upon the 
ſubject. 
© I could not give the reader this ſtroke 
in my uncle Toby's picture, by the in- 
firument with which I drew the other parts 
of it, — that taking in no more than the 
mere Hossy-Hoxsicar likeneſs ;—this is 
A part of his moral character, My father, 
in this patient endurance of © wrongs ,. 
- which I mention, was very different, as 
the reader muſt long ago have noted; he 
had a much more acute and quick ſenh- 
bility of nature, attended with a * 
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ſoreneſs of temper; though this never wank 
ported him to any thing which looked like 
malignancy : —yet in the little rubs. and 


vexations of life, it was apt to ſhew itſelf 


in a drolliſh and witty kind of peeviſh- 
neſs:—He was, however, frank and gene- 


rous in his nature; —at all times open to 


eonviction ; and in the little ebullitions of 
this ſubacid_ humour towards others, but 
particularly towards my uncle Toby, whom 
he truly loved;—he would feel. more pain, 
ten times told (except in the affair of my 
aunt Dinah, or where an hypotheſis was 


eoncerned) than what he ever gave. 


The, characters of the two brothers, in 


this view of them, reflected light upon 
each other, and appeared with great ad- 


vantage in this affair which aroſe about 
Stevinus. 


I need not tell the/reader, if he keeps 


a HomBy-Horss, — that a man's Homar- 


Honsx is as tender a part as he has about 
him; and that theſe unprovoked ſtrokes 
at my uncle Toby s could not be unfelt 
by him. —No: as I ſaid above, my uncle 
Toby did feel them, and very ſenſibly too. 

Pray, Sir, what ſaid he? — How did hg 
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behave? — O, Sir! ——it was great: 
For as ſoon as my father had done in- 
fulting his Hozzy-Honss he turned his 
head without the leaſt emotion, from Dr. 
Slop, to whom he was addreſſing his diſ- 
courſe, and looked up into my father's 
face, with a countenance ſpread over with 
ſo much good-nature ;—ſo placid ;—lo fra- 
ternal ; — ſo inexpreſſibly tender towards 
Him :—it penetrated my father to his heart. 
He roſe up haflily from his chair, and 
ſeizing hold of both my uncle Toby's hands 
as he ſpoke: —Brother Toby, ſaid he,— 
I beg thy pardon ; — — forgive, I pray 
thee, this raſh humobr which my mother 
gave me,——My dear, dear brother, an- 
fweted my uncle Toby, rifing up by my 
father's help, ſay no more about it you 
are heartily welcome, had it been ten 
times as much, brother. But it is ungene- 
rous, replied my father, to hurt any man; 
—a brother worſe ; ;—but to hurt a brother 
of ſuch gentle manners lo unprovoking, 
— and ſo unreſenting; — it is baſe: — by 
Heaven, it is cowardly.— —You are hear- 
tily welcome, brother, quoth my uncle 


Toby, —had it been fifty times as much, — 
; 5 
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Belides what have I to do, my dear To- 
by, cried my father , either with your 
amuſements or your pleaſures, unleſs it 
was in my power (which it is not) to in- 
creale their meaſure? Gs 
—Brother Shandy, anſwered my uncle 
Toby, looking wiſtfully in his face Nou 
are miſtaken in this point; — — for you 
do inereaſe my pleaſure very much, in 
begetting children for the Shandy family 
at your time of life, — —But, by that, Sir, 
quoth Dr. Slop, Mr. Shandy increaſes his 
own.—Not a jot, r father, 


CHAP. *I. 5 a een 
M Y. heather a ts — my; | uncle 
Toby, out of principle. — — In a family- 
way, I ſuppole, quoth Dr. Slop.—Pſhaw! 
— ſaid my father, Pit is not worth talk- 
ing of. 
a 

Ar the end of the laſt chapter, my ta- 
ther and my uncle Toby were left both 
ſtanding, like Brutus and Callius at the 
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cloſe of the ſcene, making an their ac - 
counts. 

As my father ſpoke the thros laſt wei 
—he ſat down;—my uncle Toby exactly 
followed his example, only, that before 
he took his chair, he rung the bell, to 
order Corporal Trim, Who was in -wait-' 
ing, to ftep home for Stevinus : —— my 
uncle Toby's houſe being no farther off 
than the oppolite fide of the way. 

Some men would have dropped the ſub-: 
ject of Steyinus;—but my uncle Toby had 
no, reſentment in his heart, and he went 
on with the ms to ſhew my father 
that he had none. 

Tour ſudden: appearance, De: Slop 4 
quoth my uncle, reſuming the diſcourſe, 
inſtantly brought Stevinus into my head. 
(My father, you may be ure, did not of- 
fer to lay any more wagers upon Stevi- 
nus's head.) - Becauſe, continued my uncle 
Toby, the celebrated ſailing-chariot, which 
belonged to Prince Maurice, and was of 
ſuch wonderful contrivance and velocity, 
as to carry half a dozen people thirty Ger- 
man miles, in I don't know how few mi- 
nutes, — — was invented by Stevinus, that 
great mathematician and engineer. 
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You might have ſpared your ſervant the 
trouble, quoth Dr. Slop (as the fellow is 
lame) of going for Stevinus's account of it, 
becauſe, in my return from Leyden through 
the Hague, I walked as far Schevling, 
which is two long miles, on oy 10 
take a view of it. 

— That's nothing, replied my ſk To- 
by, to what the learned Peireſkius did, 
who walked a matter of five. hundred 
miles, reckoning from Paris to Schevling , 
and from Schevling to Paris back again, 
in order to ſee it, —and nothing elle. 

Some men cannot bear to be out-gone. 

The more fool Peireſkius, replied Dr. 
Slop. But mark, it was out of no contempt 
of Peireſkius: at all; but that Peireſkius's 
indefatigable labour in trudging ſo far on 
foot, out of love for'the ſciences, reduced 
the exploit, of Dr. Slop, in that affair, to 
nothing; — the more fool Peireſkius, ſaid 
he again. Why ſo ?—replied-my father, 
taking his brother's part, not only to make 
reparation as faſt as he could for the in- 
ſult he had given him, which lat ſtill upon. 
my father's mind; —but partly, that my 
father began really te intereſt himſelf in 
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the diſcourſe. —Why ſo ?—ſaid he. Why 
is Peireſkius, or any man elſe, to be abuſ. 
ed for an appetite for that, or any other 
morſel of found knowledge? For notwith- 


Randing I know nothing of the chariot in 


queſtion, continued he, the inyentor of it 
muſt have had a very mechanical head; 
and though I cannot gueſs upon what prin- 
ciples of philoſophy he has achieved it; 
yet certainly his machine has been con- 


ſtructed upon ſolid ones, be they what 


they will, or it could not have anſwered 
at the rate my brother mentions. 

It anſwered, replied my uncle Toby, 
as well if not better; for, as Peireſkius 
elegantly expreſſes it, ſpeaking of the ve- 
locity of its motion, Tam citus erat, quam 
erat ventus;' which, unleſs I have forgot 
my Latin, is, that it was ihe as the 
wind. itſelf. tu. hn n 

- But pray, Dr. Slop, quoth my inked; 
interrupting my uncle (though not without 
begging pardon for it, at the ſame time) 
upon what principles was this ſelf-ſame- 
chariot ſet a-going? — Upon very pretty 
principles to be ſure, replied Dr. Slop;— 


and I have 'often wondered, continued 
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he, evading the queſtion, why none of 
our gentry , Who live upon large plains 
ke this of ours, —(eſpecially they whoſe 
wives are not paſt child-bearing) attempt 
nothing of this kind; for it would not only 
be infinitely expeditious upon ſudden calls, 
to which the ſex is ſubject, —if the wind 
only ſerved ,—but would be excellent good 
huſbandry to make ule of the winds, 
which coſt nothing, and which eat no- 
thing, rather than horſes, which (the de- 
vil take em) both coſt and eat a great. 
deal. | 
For that very reaſon, replied my father, 
« Becauſe] they coſt nothing, and becauſe. 
they eat nothing, —the ſcheme is bad * 
it is the * conſumption\ of our products, as 
well as the manufactures of them, ER 
gives bread to the hungry, circulates trade, 
— brings in money, and ſupports the value 
of our lands ;—and though, I own, if I was 
a prince, I would generouſly recompenſe: 
the ſcientific head which brought forth ſuch, 
contrivances:—yet-I would as be ie 
rily .ſupprels the uſe of them. 
My father here had got into his ee 
—and was going on as proſperouſly with 
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his diſſertation upon trade, as my uncle 
Toby had before, upon his of. fortification 
but, to the loſs of much ſound knows, 
| ledge, the deſiinies in the morning had 


_ decreed that no diſlertation of any kind 


ſhould be ſpun by my father that day ,— 
. for as he opened his mouth to begin the 
next ſentence 1 


«wolf wo gel idem col 
3171 9 HA P. XV. 


wit zeid ! | irs do cor ri $115$9d 
IN popped Corporal Trim with Stevinus: 
— But it was 100 late, —all the diſcourſe 
had been exhauſted without — and was 
running into a new channel. 0 i 

Lou may take the book home again, 
Trim, feld, may, uncle Toby, nodding to, 


him . 


Doeh rome A HII fer, toit 

But prithee, Corporal, quoth my fa- 
ther, drolling, —look firft into it, and ſee 
if thou can'ft ſpy. aught of a eilen dan 
riot in i.. 

Corporal Trim, by being! in the lervics, 
had learned to obey, and not to remon-; 
firate;—ſo taking the book to a fide-table,, 
and running over the leaves; An' pleaſe 


your Honour, ſaid Trim, I can fee no 
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fuch thing; however, continued the Cor- 


poral; drolling a little in his turn, ru 
make fure work of it, an' pleaſe y our Ho- 


nour — fo taking hold of the 1 covers 


of the book, one in each hand, and let- 
ting the leaves fall down, as he bent the 
covers back, he gave the book a good 
found ſhake. nnn 
There is r fallen out, how- 
ever, ſaid Trim, an' pleaſe your Honour ; 
but it is not a At or any thing like 
one,—Prithee, Corporal, ſaid my father, 
ſmiling, „What is it then ?—E think, an- 
[wered Trim, ftooping to take it up ,— 
tis more like a ſermon;,—for it begins with 
a text'of 'feriptiire , and the chapter and 
verſe and then goes on, tot as a chal 
riot, — but like a ſermon directx. l 
The company Imile c. 
1 cannot conceive how it is poltble; 
quoth my uncle Toby, „ for ſuch'a tling as 
a ſermon to have got into my Stevinus. 
I think tis a ſermon , replied Tum 
but if it pleafe your Honours, as it is a 
fair hand, I will read you a page ;—for 
Trim, you muſt know, loved to hear 
himſelf read almoſt as well as talk. 
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I have eyer ga ſtrong ;prapenſity, ſaid 


my father, to look into things which croſs 


my way, by ſueh ſtrange fatalities as theſe; 
——and as we haye nothing better to 


do at leaſt till Obadiah gets back, I ſhould 


be obliged to you, brother, if Dr. Slop 
has no objection to it, to order the Cor- 
poral to. sive us a page or two, of it, —if 


he is as able to. do it, as he ſeems wil- 


ling. An' pleaſe your Honour, quoth Trim, 
I officiated two whole campaigns, in Flan- 
ders, as clerk to the chaplain of the regi- 
ment.— He can read it, quoth my uncle 
Toby, as well as I can.—Trim , I allure 
you, ,was the bell | [cholar in my compa- 
ny, and ſhould have had the next hal- 
berd, but for the poor fellow's misfortune. 
Corporal Trim laid his hand upon his 
heart, and made an humble bow. to his 
maſler;— then laying down his hat, upon 
the floor, and taking up the ſermon in his 
left hand, in order to have his right at 
liberty, ——he advanced, nothing doubt- 
ing, fato the middle of the room, where 
he could beſt lee, and be befi leen Re his 
audience, Ses ene 
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ee F. vx 
mon Hider said ini Hool e . 2645) 131 
ny you ways any obſettton.—fatd uh 
father, addrefliny himſelf to Dr. Slop. Not 
in the leaſt; replied Dr. Slop ;— for it 
does not appear on which fide of the queſ- 
non it is wrote zit may be a' compoſition 
of a divine of our church, as welt as yours, 
—fo that we run equal rites. Loris wrote 
upon neither fide}, quoth Trim, for "tis 
only upon conſcienes, an Pleale your 
Honours, 
Trim's reaſon put! his audience into good 
humour all but Dr. Slop, who turning 
bis head about t towards Tr, , Tooked C 
little angry. n 

Begin, Trim, — and read ede 
quoth my. father. I win, an' pleaſe your 
Honour, replied the Corporal, making a 
bow, and beſpeaking attention with a 
flight m movement of * right BARE. 


110 +3 


CHAP. xvii. 


4 2 $3 3 7 


| ar before the Chiba begins, I muſt 
| firſt give you a deſcription of his attitude; 
—otherwiſe he will naturally Rand repre- 
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| ſented; by your imagination, in an uneaſy 
poſture, — ſtiff, — perpendicular, —dividing 
the weight of his body equally upon hoth 
legs; —his eye fixed, as if on duty ;z—his 
look determined, —elinching the ſermon 
in his left hand, like his firelock.— In a 
word, you would be apt to paint Trim, 
as if he was ſtanding in his platoon, ready 
for action.— His attitude was as s-unlike all 
this as you can conceive. - 
He flood before them with his body 
fwayed,' and bent forwards juſt ſo far, as 
to make an angle, of 35 degrees and a 
half upon the plain of the horizonz— which 
ſound orators, to whom I addreſs this, 
know very well to be the true perſuaſive 
angle of incidence ;—in any other angle 
you may talk and preach ;—'tis certain 
and it is done every day ;—but with what 
effect, —I leave the world to judge! 


The neceſſity of this precile angle of 


85 degrees and a half to a mathematical 
exactnels, — does it not ſhew us, by the 
way, how the arts and: ſciences —_— 
bend each other? 
How the deuce Corporal Trim, who 8 
not lo much as an acute angle from an 
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obtuſe one, came to hit it ſo exactly ;— 
or whether it was chance or nature, or 
good ſenſe or imitation} etc. ſhall be com- 
mented upon in that part of this cyclo- 
paedia of arts and ſciences, where the in- 
ſtrumental parts of the eloquence of the 
ſenate, the pulpit, the bar, the coffee- 
houſe, the bed-chamber, and n * 
under conſider ation 5 16 
He flood, — for I 8 it, to * 0 
Picture: of him in at one view, with his 
body ſwayed,; and ſomewhat bent for- 
wards , — his right-leg from under him, 
ſuſtaining ſeven-eighths of his whole 
weight, — the foot of his left-leg, the defect 
of which was no diſadvantage to his atti- 
tude, advanced a little, —not laterally, 
nor forwards, but in a line betwixt them; 
— his knee bent, but that not violently, 
—but ſo as to fall within the limits of 
the line of beauty ;- and I add, of the 
line of ſcience too ;—for confider,' it had 
one-eighth part of his body to. bear up; 
bo that in this caſe. the poſition of the 
leg is determined, — beoauſe the foot could 
be no farther advanced, or the knee more 
bent, than what would allow him, mecha- 
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nieally, #6 receive an eighth” part of his 
Whole welgbt under it, and to carry it too. 

his 1 able to painters ;—need 
I ad&,—to*otators I think not; for un- 
leſs they practiſe it, nen _ fall upon 
their ea 

80 much for Corporal Trim's body and 
legs.—Hé held the fetmon' looſely, not 
careleſsly in his left hand, raiſed ſomething 
above his ſtomach ,' and detached a little 
from his breaſt; —his right-arm falling neg- 
ligently by his fide, as nature and the 
laws of gravity ordered it ,—but with the 
palm of it open and turned toward his 
audience, ready to aid the featiment in 
caſe it ſtood in need. 

Corporal Trimꝰs eyes and the muſcles 
of his face were in full harmony with the 
other parts of him;—he looked frank ,— 
unconſtrained, — ſomething allured, but 
not bordering upon aſfurancte. 

Let not the critic aſk how Corporal Trim 
could come by all this. 25 ve told him it 
ſhould be explained; but To he flood be- 
fore my father, my uncle Toby, and Dr. 
Slop, —[o ſwayed his body, ſo contraſted 
nis limbs, © and With füch an oratorical 
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[weep througbout the whole figure, — a 
Ratuary might have modelled. from it 
nay, I doubt whether the oldeſt Fellow 
of a College, —or the Hebrew, Profeſſor 
himſelf could have much mended it. 
Trim made a bow, and read as follows; 


Anger. xiii. 18. 


— . 20 truſt we have a e Con- 
Ae WES T6 OA 
Tau UST True we e have a e Jen, 
| ſcience!” / M&A a 
( Certainly , Trim, quoth my father, 
interrupting him, you give that ſentence 
a very improper. accent; for you curl up 
your noſe, man, and read it with ſuch, a 
ſneering tone as if the Parſon. Was going 
to abuſe the Apoſlle. Ki 
He is, an' pleaſe your jad. reli 
Trim. Pugh! ſaid my father, ſmiling-/ 
Sir, quoth Dr. Slop, Trim is oats 
in the right; for the writer (who I pers 
ceiye is a Proteſlant) by the eri up 


TRISTRAM SHANDY. 211 


ner in which he takes up the Apoſtle, is 
certainly going to abuſe him ,—if this treat- 
ment of him has not done it already. But 
from whence, replied my father, have 
you concluded ſo ſoon, Dr. Slop, that 
the writer is of our Church ?—for aught I 
can ſee yet,—he may be of any Church, 
—Becaule, anſwered Dr. Slop, if hie was 
of ours, —he durſt no more take ſuch a 
licenſe ,—than'a bear by his beard Ik, 
in our communion, Sir, a man was to in- 
ſult an Apofile,—a ſaint,—or even the 
paring of a ſaint's nail, —he would have 
his eyes ſcratched out. — What, by the 
ſaint ? quoth my uncle Toby. No, replied . 
Dr. Slop, he would have an old houſe 
over his head. Pray is the Inquiſition an 
ancient building, anſwered my uncle To- 
by, or is it a modern one 2—I know no- 
thing of architecture, replied Dr. Slop.— 
An' pleaſe your Honours, quoth Trim; 
the Inquiſition is the vilet—Prithee ſpare 
thy deſcription, Trim, I hate the very 
name of it, ſaid my father— No matter 
for that, anſwered Dr. Slop,—it has its 
uſes; for though I'm no great advocate for 
it, yet, in ſuch a caſe as this, he would 


8 2 
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ſoon be taught better manners; and I can 
tell him, if he went on at that rate, would 
be flung into 'the Inquiſition for his pains. 
God help him then, quoth my uncle To- 
by. Amen, added Trim; for Heaven above 
knows, I have a poor brother who has 
been fourteen years a captive in it.ä— I 
never heard one. word of it before, ſaid 
my uncle Toby, -haftily :—— How came 
he there, Trim ?—O,, Sir! the flory will 
make your heart bleed, —as it has made 
mine: a thouſand times ;—but it is too long 
to be told now ;—your Honour ſhall hear 
it from firſt to laſt ſome day when I am 
working beſide you in our fortifications ; 
but the ſhort of the ſtory is this: — That 
my brother Tom went over a ſervant to 
Liſbon,,—and then married a Jew's widow, 
who kept a [mall ſhop, and ſold ſauſages, 
which ſomehow'or other, was the cauſe 
of his being taken in the middle of the 
night out of his bed, where he was lying 
with his wife and two ſmall children, and 
carried directly to the Inquiſition , where, 
God help him, continued Trim, fetching 
a ligh from the bottom of his heart, —the 
poor honeſt lad lies confined at this hour; 
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he was as honeſt a ſoul, added Trim, (pul- 
ling out his handkerchief ) as ever blood - 
warmed.—,. 

— The tears trickled own Trim' s cheeks 
faſter than he could well wipe them away. 
—A dead ſilence in the room enſued for 
ſome minutes.— Certain proof of pity! _ 

Come, Trim, quoth my father, after 
he ſaw the poor fellow's grief ha4 got a 
little vent, read on ,—and put this mel#n+ 
choly ſtory out of thy head:—I grieve that 
I interrupted thee; but prithee begin' the 
ſermon again ;—for if the firſt ſentence in 
it is matter of abuſe, as thou ſayeſt, I 
have a great defire to know what kind of 
provocation the Apoſtle has given. 

Corporal Trim wiped his face, and re- 
turned his handkerchief into his pocket, 
and, making a bow as he did bir 
began NG nf 1 


; 1 
1 — | 


5 * 
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HeBRzws xili. 18. 


— 


— For we truſt we have a good Con- 
Ina 
TR U 871 0 have a good con- 
ſcience! Surely if there is any thing in 
this life which a man may depend upon, 
and to the knowledge cf which he is ca- 
pable of arriving upon the moſt indiſpu- 
table evidence, it muſt be this yery thing, 
whether he has a good conſcience or no.” 

(Jam poſitive I am right, runs Dr. 
Slop.) 

If a man thinks at all, he cannot well 
be a ſtranger to the true ſtate of this ac- 
count ;— —he muſt be privy to his own 
thoughts and defires;—he muſt remember 
his paſt purſuits, and know certainly the 
true ſprings and motives, which, in gene- 
ral, have governed the actions of his 
life.“ 

(J defy him, without an aſſiſtant , quoth 
Dr. Slop.) 

In other matters we may be deceived 
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by, falſe appearances; and, as the wiſe 
man complains , hardly do we gueſs aright 
at the things that are upon the earth, and 
with labour do we find the things that are 
before, us. But here the mind has all the 
evidence;and facts within herſelf;—is con- 
ſcious of the web ſhe has wove;—knows 
its texture and fineneſs, and the exact 
ſbare which every, paſlion has hadin work- 
ing upon the ſeveral deſigns which virtue 
or vice has planned before her.“ 

(The language is good, and I e 
Trim reads very well, quoth my father.) 

Now „—as conſcience is nothing elſe 
but the knowledge which the mind has 
within herſelf of this; and the judgment, 
either of approbation or cenſure, which 
it unayoidably makes upon the ſucceſſive 
actions of our lives; tis plain you will 
ſay, from the very terms of the propo- 
ktion, — — whenever this inward teftimony 
goes againſt a man, and he ſtands ſelf- 
accuſed, —that he muſt neceſſarily be a 
guilty man. —— And, on the contrary, 
when the report is fayourable on his fide, 
and his heart condemns him not :— — that 


is. not a. matter of A as ihe Apofile 


ms oi 


intimates , bor a matter of terfainty and 
fact; chat the conſcience is: 800d, and that 
the man muſt be good alſo. “ * IE 
(Then the Apoſtle is altogether in the 
wrong, I ſuppoſe, quoth Dr. Slop, and 
the Proteſtant divine is in the right. Sir, 
have” patience, "replied my father, for 1 
think it will preſently appear' that St. Paul 


| and the Proteſtant divine are both of an 


opinion;,— As nearly ſo, quoth Dr. Slop, 
as eaſt is to weſt; but this, continued he, 
lifting both hands, comes from! the liberty 
bf the prels. Our „ee to Ant iz 
It is no more, at the worſt, eplied er my 
uncle Toby, than the bench o e pul- 
pit; for it does not appear that the fer: 
mon is printed, or ever likely*to be. | 

Why on, Trim, quoth my father.) 

« At firſt light this may ſeem to be a 


true Rate of the cafe; and I make no doubt 


but che knowledge of right and Wrong is 
to ttuly imprefſetl Upon the mind of man; 
chat did no 'fuch thing ever happen)” as 


that the conſcience of a man, by long ha- 


bits of fin, might (as the feripturs alfures 
ir may) inſenfibly become hard; and, 


| me tome tender parts of is" beah , v 
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much ftrefs and eontinual hard uſage, loſe 
by degrees, that nice ſenfe and perception 
with which God and nature endowed it: 
—Di& this never happen ;—or was it cer. 
tain that ſelf-tove could never hang the 
leaft bias upon the judgment;—or that the 
little intereſt below could riſe up and per- 
. plex the faculties of our upper regions, 
and encompaſs them about with clouds 
and thick darkneſs:— Could no ſuch thing 
as fityour and affection enter this facred 
Couxr:—— Did Wrr diſdain to take a 
bribe in it;— —or- Was afhamed to ſhew 
its face as an advocate for an unwarrant- 
able enjoyment : Or, laffly, were we af- 
fured that InTexzsT ſtood always uncon- 
cerned whilſt the cauſe: was hearing, — 
and trat paſſion never got into the Julg- 
ment-feat, and pronounced fentence in the 
ſtead of Reaſon, which is luppofed at 
ways to preſide and determine upon the 
cale: Was this truly ſo, as the objec- 
tion "mult fuppoſe; — no doubt then, the 
religious and moral ftate of a man would 
be exactly what he himſelf eſteemed it; 
and the guilt or innocence of every man's 
life could che knoww, in general, by no 
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better meaſure, than the degrees of. his 
own approbation and cenſure. | 
Jon, in one caſe, whenever a man's 
conſeience does accuſe him (as it ſęeldom 
errs on that fide) that he is guilty; and 
unleſs in melancholy and bypocondriac 
caſes, we may lafely pronounce upon it, 
that there is always ſufficient grounds for 
the accuſation. | ; 
But the converſe of the propoition will 
not hold 'true ;—namely, that whenever 
there is guilt, the conſcience muſt accuſe ; 
and if, it does not, that a man is there - 
fore innocent. — This is not fact: —So 
chat the common conſolation, which ſome 
good chriſtian or other is. hourly adminiſ- 
tering to bimſelf,—that he thanks God 
his mind does not miſgive him; and that, 
conſequently, he has a good conſcience, 
becauſe he has a quiet one, — —is falla· 
cious.;— — and as. current as 5 inference 
is, and as infallible, as the rule appears 
at firſt ſight, yet when you look nearer 
to it, and try the truth of this rule upon 
plain facts,—you ſee it liable to ſo much 
error from a falſe, application the Prin- 
ele; upon, which it gogs ſy often eee 


2 b * 5 
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ed; —the whole force of it loſt, and ſome+ 
times ſo vilely caſt away, that it is pain- 
ful to produce the common examples from 
human life, which confirm the account. 
«© A man ſhall be vicious and utterly: de- 
bauched in his principles; —exceptionable 
in his conduct to the world; fhall live 
ſhameleſs, in the open commillion of a fin 
which no reafon or pretence can juſtify ;— 
a fin by which, contrary to all the work- 
ings of humanity, he ſhall ruin for ever 
the deluded partner of his guilt ;= —rob 
her of her beſt dowry ; and not only cover 
her own head with diſhonour,—but in- 
volve a whole virtuous family in ſhame and 
ſorrow for her ſake. Surely, you will think 
conſcience muſt lead ſuch a man a trouble- 
ſome life; — he can have no reſt n or 
day from its reproaches. 
« Alas! Coxsei xe had fomething elſe 
to do all this time, than break in upon 
him; as Elijah reproached the god Baal, 
cis domeſtic god was either talking, 
or purſuing , or was in a journey or perad: 
venture he ſlept and could not be- awoke. 
„Perhaps He was gone out in compa- 
ny with Hoxovun to fight a duel; to pay 
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off ſome debt at play or dirty annuity, 
the bargain of his luſt: Perhaps Conscrence 
all this time was engaged. at home, talk- 
ing aloud again peity larceny, and ex- 
ecuting-vengeance upon ſome ſuch puny 

erimes as his fortune and rank of life ſe- 

- eured him againſt all temptation of com- 
- mitting ; fo that he lives as merrily”—( If 
De was of our church, though, quoth Dr. 
Slops, he could not)—*«fleeps as ſoundly 
in his bed;—and at laſt meets death as 
uneoneernedly ;—perhaps much more ſo, 
than a much better man.” 

(An this is impoſſible with us, quoth 
Dr. Slop, turning to my father ,—the caſe 
could not happen in our church; —It hap- 

pens in ours, however, replied my father, 
but too often. — I own, quoth Dr. Slop, 

(firuck a little with my father's frank 
acknowledgment)— —that a man in the 
Romifh church may live as badly, — but 
then be cannot eally die ſo.— Tis little 
matter, replied my father, with an air of 
indifference, — how a raſcal dies.—I mean, 
anſwered Dr. Stop, he would be denied 
the benefits of the laſt ſacraments. — 
Pray how many have you in all, ſaid my 
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uncle Toby,—for I always forget ?—-Se- 
ven, anſwered Dr. Slop,—Humph !—ſaid 
my uncle Toby; though not accented as a 
note of acquieſcence,—but as an interjee- 
tion of that particular ſpecies of ſurpriſe, 
when a man, in looking into a drawer, 
finds more of a thing than he expected. 
Humph ! replied my uncle Toby. Dr. Slop, 
who had an ear, underſtood my uncle To- 
by as well as if he had wrote a whole 
volume againſt the feven facraments, — 
Humph! replied Dr. Slop, (ſtating my 
uncle Toby's argument over again to him ) 
—Why, Sir, are there not feven cardinal 
virtues ?— Seven mortal fins ?—-Seven gol- 
_ den candleſticks?—Seven heavens ? Tis 
more than I know , replied my uncle To- 
-by.—Are there not ſeven wonders of the 
world ?— —Seven days of the creation ? 
— Seven planets ?—Seven plagees ?— That 
there are, quoth my father, with a moſt 
affected gravity, But prithee, vominued he, 


98% on with the reſi amn 


Trim.) 

„ Anvtheris ſordid, 3 (here 
Trim waved his right hand) © a firait- 
hearted; ſelfiſh wretch , incapable either of 
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private -friendſhip or public ſpirit. Take 
notice how he paſſes by the widow and 
orphan in their diftreſs, and ſees all the 
miſeries of human life without a figh or a 
Prayer.” (An' pleaſe your Honours, cried 
Trim, I think this is a viler man then 
the other.) 
Shall not conſcience riſe up and ſting 
him on ſuch occaſions ? — No; thank God 
there is no occaſion, I pay every man his 
.020ns - have no fornication to anſwer to 
my conſcience, —no faithleſs vows or pro- 
aniſes to make up ; —T have debauched no 
man's wife or child ; thank God, I am not 
.as other men, adulterers, unjuft , or even 
as this libertine, who flands before me. 
A third is crafty. and deſigning in his 
nature. View his whole life; —it is no- 
; thing but a cunning contexture of dark 
arts and unequitable ſubterfuges, baſely 
to defeat the true intent of all laws, — 
plain dealing and the ſafe enjoyments of 
our ſeveral properties. — — You will ſee 
| fuch a one working out a frame of little 
defigns upon the ignorance and perplexi- 


ties of the poor and needy man;—ſhall 


[raiſe a fortune upon the inexperience of 


— 
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a youth, or the unſuſpecting temper of 
his friend, who would have trufted him 
with his life. 
When old age comes on, and repent- 
ance calls him to look back upon this 
black account, and ſtate it over again with 
His conſcience— —Consctence looks into 
the STATUuTEs at LAnxen ;—finds no ex- 
preſs law broken by what he has done; 
— perceives no penalty or forfeiture of 
goods and chattels incurred; — ſees no 
ſcourge waving over his head, or priſon 
opening its gates upon him ;— What is 
there to affright his conſcience? — Con- 
"ſcience has got ſafely entrenched behind the 
Law; fits there invulnerable, fortified with 
'Caſes and Reports ſo ſtrongly on all 
'fides ;j—that'it is not WY can diſpol- 
leſs it of its hold.“ 
(Here Corporal Trim and my uncle To- 
by exchanged looks with each other. 
Aye, aye, Trim! quoth my uncle Toby, 
ſhaking his head, —theſe are but ſorry 
-fortifications, Trim.—O! very poor work, 
anſwered Trim, to what your Honour and 
I make of it. —The character of this laſt 
man, ſaid Dr. Slop, interrupting Trim, is 
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more deteſtable than all the reſt; - and 
ſeems to have been taken from ſome pet- 
ti-fogging Lawyer amongſt you: Amongſt 
us, a man's conſcience could. not 'pollibly 
oontinne ſo long blinded ,—tbree times in 
a year, at leaſt, he muſt go to oonfeſſion. 
Will that reſtore it 10 fight? quoth my 
uncle Toby. Ge on, Trim, quoth my 
father, or Obadiah will have got back be- 
fore. thon baſt got to the end of thy ſer- 
mon. Tis a very hort one, replied Trim. 
AHA wiſh it was lenger, quoth my uncle 
Toby, for I like it hugely.— Trim went on.) 

A fourth man {ſhall Want even this 
refuge ;—ſhall break through all their ce- 
remony of low bhicane ;—(cerns the doubt- 
ful workings of ſecret plots and cautious 
trains to bring about his purpole ;—See 


the bare-faced villain, bew be cheats, 


lies, perjures, rebs,, murders— Horrid !— 
But indeed much better was not to be 
experted, in the preſent caſe—the poor 
man was in the dark! his prieſt bad got 
the keeping of bis conſeienoe z—and all 
the would let him know of it, was, That 
he muſt believe in the Pope go to Maſs ; 


—crols himſelf ;-tell his beads; — be a 


[ 
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good, Catholic, and that this, in all con- 
ſcience, was enough to carry him to 
heaven. What z — if he pexjures! - Why; 
— he had a, mental veſervation in it. — 
But if he is ſo wicked and abandoned 
a wrzetch as you repreſent. him; — if he 
robs ,—if he ſtabs, will not conſcience, on 
every ſuch. agt, receive a wound itſelf ?— 
Aye,—but the man has carried it to con- 
feſſion z the wound digeſts there, and will 
do well enough, and in a ſhort time be 
quite healed up by abſolution. O Popery! 
what haſt thou to anſwer for ?—when, 
mot content with the too many natural 
and fatal ways, through which the heart of 
man is every day thus treacherous to itſelf 
above all things thou beft wilfully ſet 
open the wide gate of deceit before the 
face of this unwary traveller, too apt, 
God knows, to go aſtray of bimſelf; aud 
_ conkdently ſpeak peace to himſelf, wu 


there is no peace. 

Of this the common ee Which 
have drawn out of life, are too notorious 
to require much evidence. If any man doubts 
the reality of them, or thinks it impoſſible 
for a man to be ſuch a bubble to himſelf, 
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—T muſt refer him a moment to his own 
reflections, and will then venture to truſt 
my appeal with his own heart. 
„Let him conſider in how different a 
degree of deteſtation, numbers of wicked 
actions ſtand there, though equally bad and 
vicious in their on natures; — he will 
ſoon find, chat ſuch of them as ſtrong in- 
clination and cuſtom bave prompted him 
to commit, are generally dreſſed out and 
painted with all the falſe beauties which 
a ſoft and flattering hand can give them; 
—and that the others, to which he feels 
no propenſity, appear, at once, naked and 
deformed, ſurrounded with all the true 
eircumſtances of folly and diſhonour. 
When David ſurpriſed Saul ſleeping 
in the cave, and cut off the ſkirt of his 
robe —we read his heart ſmote him for 
what he had done: —But in the matter of 


Uriah, where a faithful and gallant ſervant, . 
whom he ought to have loved and ho- 
noured, fell to make way for his luſt ,— 
where conſcience had ſo much greater rea- 
ſon to take the alarm, his heart ſmote him 
not. A whole year had almoſt paſſed from 
the firſt commiſſion of that crime, to the 
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time Nathan was ſent to reprove him; 
and we read not once of the leaſt ſorrow 
or compunction of heart which' he teſtified, 
during all that time, for what he had done. 
« Thus conſcience, this once able moni- 
tor, — placed on high as a judge within us, 
and intended by your Maker as a juſt and 
equitable one too,—by an unhappy train 
of cauſes and impediments}, takes often 
ſuch imperfect cognizance of what palles, 
— does its office ſo negligently,, — ſome- 
times ſo corruptly, — that it is not to be 
truſted alone; and therefore we find there 
is a neceſſity, an abſolute neceſſity, of 
joining another principle with it, to aid, 
if not govern, its determinations. 
80 that if you would form a juſt judg - 
ment of what is of infinite importance to 
you not to be miſled in, — namely, in 
what degree of real merit you ſtand either 
as an honeſt man, an uſeful citizen, a 
Faithful ſubject to your King, or a good 
' ſervant; to your God ,—call in religion and 
morality.—Look, What is written in the 
law of God ?- How readeft thou? Conſult 
calm reaſon and the unchangeable obliga- 
tions of juſtice and truth; - What ſay they? 


— 
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«Let Conscrence determine the matter 
upon theſe reports; — and then if thy heart 
condemns thee not, which is the caſe the 
.apofile. ſuppoſes,—the rule will be infal- 
lible;” — (Here Dr. Slop fell aſleep) — 
« thou wilt have confidence towards God ; 
that is, have juſt grounds to believe the 
judgment thou haſt paſt upon thylelf, is 
the judgment of God; and nothing elfe 
but an anticipation of that righteous fen- 
- tence which will be pronounced upon thee 
hereafter by that Being, to whom thou 
art finally to give an account of thy ac- 
tions. | 
. | << Blefſpd:is the man, indeed, then, as 
the author of the book of Zcolefinfticus 

exprelles it, who is not pricked with the 
multitude of his fins : Bleſſed is the man 
whoſe heart hath not condemned him ; whe- 
ther he be rich, or whether he be poor, if 
ne have a good heart (a heart thus guided 
and informed) te ſhall at all times re- 
Joice wn a oheerfid countenance ; his mind 
hall tell him more than ſoven watch-men 
tat fit above upon a tower on high.”'— 
(A tower has no firength , quoth my uncle 
Toby, unleſs it is flanked.)—“ in the dark- 
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elt doubts it ſhall conduct him ſafer than 
a thouſand caſuiſts, and give the ſtate he 
lives in, a better fecurity for: his beha- 
viour «than all the cauſes and reſtrictions 
put together, which law-makers are fore- 
ed to multiply: Forced, I lay, as things 
ſtand ; human laws not being a matter of 
original choice, but of pure necellity, 
brought in to fence againſt the miſchievous 
effects of thoſe confciences which are no 
law unto themfelves ; well intending, by 
the many proviſions made,—that in all 
ſuch corrupt and miſguided caſes, where 
principles and the checks of conſcience 
will not make us upright, — to ſupply their 
force, and, by the terrour of gaols and 
halters, oblige us to it.” | 

(1 fee plainly , ſaid my father, that this 
ſermon has been compoled to be preached 
at the Temple,—or at ſome Aſfize.—I 
| like the reaſoning,—and am forry that De. 
Slop has fallen afleep before the time-of 
his conviction ;—for it is now clear, that 
the Parſon, as I thought at firſt, never 
inſulted St. Paul in the leaſt;—nor has 
there been, brother, the leaſt difference 
between: them.—A. great matter, if they 


— 


230 Tus LIFE or 


had differed, replied my unele. Toby ,— 
fthe beſt friends in the world may dif- 
er ſometimes, — True , — brother Toby, 
quoth my father, ſhaking bands with him, 
— we'll fill our pipes, A" and then 
Trim ſhall go on. 

Well;—what doft thou think of it? faid 
my father, ſpeaking to Corporal Trim. as 
he reached: his tobacco-box. 

I think, anfwered the Corporal, chit 
the ſeven watch-men upon the tower, who, 
I ſuppoſe, are all centinels there, — are 
more, an' pleaſe your Honour, than were 
neceſſary ;—and, to go on at that rate, 
would harraſs a regiment all to pieces, - 
which a commanding officer, who loves 
his men, will never do, if he can help 
it, becauſe two centinels, added the Cor. 
poral, are as good as twenty.—I have 
been a commanding officer myſelf in the 
Corps. de Garde a hundred times, conti- 
nued Trim, rifing an inch higher in his 
figure, as he ſpoke, — and all the time I 
had the honour to ſerve his Majeſty King 
William, in relieving the moſt conſiderable 
poſis, I never left more than two in my 
life. Very right, Trim, quoth. my uncle 
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Toby,,—but you do not conſider, Trim, 
that the towers, in Solomon's days, were 
not ſuch things. as our baſtions, flanked 
and defended by other works ; this, Trim, 
was an invention fince Solomon's death; 
nor had they horn- works, or ravelins be- 
fore the curtin, in his time ;—or ſuch a 
folle as we make with a cuvette in the 
middle of it, and with covered ways and 
counterſcarps palliſadoed along it, to guard 
againſt a Coup, de main: — S0 that the ſe- 
ven men upon the tower were a party, 
I dare ſay, from the Corps de Garde, ſet 
there, not only to look out, but to deſend 
it. — They could be no more, an' pleaſe 
your: Honour, than a Corporal's Guard. 
—My father ſmiled inwardly, — but not 
outwardly ;—the ſubject being rather too 
lerious, conſidering what had happened, 
to make a jeſt of. So putting his pipe into 
his mouth „which he had juſt. lighted,— . 
he contented himſelf with ordering Trim 
to xead on. He read on as follows:) 
„To have the fear of God before our 
eyes, and, in our mutual dealings, with 
each other, to govern our actions; by the 


eternal meaſures of right. and wrong :— 
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The firſt of theſe will eomprebend the du- 
ties of his religion ;—the ſecond, thoſe of 
morality, which are ſo inſeparably con- 
nected together, that you cannot divide 
theſe two fables, even in imagination, 
(though the attempt is often made in prac- 
tice ) without breaking and nnn de- 
ſtroying them bot. 
- < I ſaid the attempt is often made; and 
ſo it is;—there being nothing more com- 
mon than''to' fee a man who has no ſenſe 
at all of religion, and indeed has fo much 
honeſty as to pretend to none, who would 
talee it as the bittereft affront ,' ſhould you 
but hint at a ſuſpicion of his moral cha- 
racter, — or imagine he was not conſeien- 
tioufly juſt and wes NW. to _ utter- 
Ae eee ee 

« When there is ſome apptarance chat 
it is fo though one is unwilling even to 
faſpect the appearance of ſo amiable a 
virtue as moral honefly; yet were we to 
look into the grounds of it, in the prefent 
caſe /F am perfuaded we ſhould find little 
reafon to al fach a one the honour of 
his motive, e S112 1.28% 

er kim declaim as obey 'as ks 
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chdoſes upon the ſubject, it will be found 
to reft upon no better foundation than 
either his intereſt , his pride, his eaſe „or 
ſome fuch little and changeable paſſion as 
will give us but ſmall dependance upon 
his actions in matters of great diftreſs. 
«TI will Hluftrate this by an example. 
know the banker IL deal with, or the 
'phyfician I uſually call in,—” (There is 
no need, cried Dr. Slop, ( waking) to call 
in any phyſician in this caſe) -“ to be 
neither of them men of much religion: I 
hear them make a jeſt of it every day, 
and treat all its functions with ſo much 
ſcorn, as to put the matter paſt doubt. 


Well; —notwithſtanding this, I put my for- 


tune into the hands of the one; and what 
is dearer fill to me, I truſt my life oy the 
honeſt ſkill of the other. 

Now let me examine what is my rea- 
fon for this great confidence Why, in 
the firſt place, I believe there is no pro- 
bability that either of them will employ 


the power I put into their hands to my diſ- 


advantage; —I confider that honeſty ſerves 
the purpoſes of this life :=1 know their 
ſucceſs in the world depends upon the 


Trifiram Sandy. Vol. 17, U 


— 
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fairneſs of their characters.—In a word, 
I'm perſuaded that they cannot; hurt me 
without hurting themſelves more. * 
„But put it otherwiſe, namely, that 
intereſt lay, for once, on the other fide; 
that a caſe ſhould happen wherein the 
one, without ſtain to his reputation, could 
ſecrete my fortune, and leave me naked 
in the world ;—or- that the other could 
ſend me out of it, and enjoy an eſtate by 
my death, without diſhonour'to himſelf 
or his art:—In this caſe, what hold have 
I of either of them? Religion, the ſtrong- 
eſt of all motives, is out of the queſtion; 
Intereſt, the next moſt powerful motive 
in the world, is ſtrongly againſt me :— 
What have I left to cafi into the oppoſite 
Jeals; to balance this temptation?— Alas! 
J have nothing ,—nothing but what is 
lighter than a bubble—I muſt lie at the 
merey of Hoxoun, or ſome ſuch capricious 
principle—Strait. ſecurity for two of the 
moſt valuable bleſſings!—my r and 
mylelf. 

As, therefore, we can have no depend- 
ance upon morality without religion; — 
Jo on the other hand, there is nothing 
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better to be expected from religion without 
[morality ; — nevertheleſs, it is no prodigy 
to lee a man whoſe real moral character 
ſtands very low, who yet entertains the 
higheſt notion of himſelf, in the light of 
a religious man. ; 
He ſhall not only be covetous, revenge- 

ful, implacable, — but even wanting in 
points of common honeſty ; yet inaſmuch 
as he talks aloud againſt the infidelity of 
the age,—is zealous for fome points of 
religion ,—goes twice a-day to church ,— 
attends the ſacraments,—and amuſes him- 
ſelf with a few infirumental parts ' of re- 
ligion ,—ſhall cheat his conſcience into a 
judgment, that, for this, he is a religious 
man, and has diſcharged truly his duty 
to God: And you will find that ſuch a 
man, through force of this deluſion, gene- 
rally looks down with ſpiritual pride upon 

every other man who has leſs affectation 
of piety , — though „ perhaps, ten times 6: 
more real honeſty than himſelf, ©  ' 

« This likewiſe is a ſore evil under the 
Jun; and I believe, there is no one miſta- 
Ken principle, which, for its time, has 
-wrought more ſerious milchiefs.—For a 


V2 
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general proof of this, examine the hiſtory 
of the Remifh church ;”—(Well what can 
you make of that? cried Dr. Slop)—“ ſee 
what ſcenes of cruelty, murder, rapine, 
bloed-ſhed,—( They may thank their own 
obſtinacy, cried Dr. Slop) — “ have all 
been ſanctified by a religion not ert 
governed by morality. . _ | 

een how many kingdoms of the world” 
wel Here Trim kept waving his right hand 
from the ſermon to the extent of his arm, 
returning it backwards and forwards to the 
concluſion of the paragraph.) 

In how many kingdoms of the end 
has the oruſading ſword of this miſguided 
ſaint-errant- ſpared neither age or merit, 
or ſex or condition? —and, as he fought 
under the 'banners of a religion which fet 
him looſe from juſtice and humanity, he 
ſhewed none; mereileſsly trampled upon 
both ,—heard neither the cries of the un- 
fortunate, nor pitied their diſſreſſes. 

(I have been in many a battle, an' 
pleaſe your Honour, quoth Trim, fighing, 
but never in To melancholy a one as this. 
I would not have drawn a tricker in it 
againſt theſe poor ſouls, —to have been 


on — 
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made a general officer. Why? what do 
vou underſtand of the affair? ſaid Dr. Slop, 
looking towards Trim, with ſomething 
more of contempt than the Corporal's ho- 

neſt heart deſerved. What do you. know. , 
friend, about this battle you talk of ?—[ 
know, replied Trim, that I never refuſed 
quarter in my life to any man who cried 
out for it ;—but 10 a woman or a child, 
continued Trim, before I would level my 
muſket at them, I Would loſe my life a 
thouſand times. — Here's a crown for thee, 
Trim, to drink with Obadiah to-night, 
quoth my uncle Toby, and I'll give Oba- 
diah another too. — God bleſs your Honour, 
replied Tiim,—I had rather thele poor 
women and children had it, Thou art an 
honeft fellow, quoth my uncle Toby,— 

My father nodded his head, —as much as 
to ſay, —and fo he is. 

But prithee, Trim, ſaid my father, 
make an .end—for I fee thou haſt but a 
leaf or two left. 

Corporal Trim read on.) 

If the teſtimony of paſt centuries in this 
matter is not ſufficient, — conſider at this 
inſtant, how the votaries of that religion 
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are every day thinking to do ſervice and 
honour to God, by actions which are a 
diſhonour and ſcandal to themſelves. 
To be convinced of this, go with me 
for a moment into the priſons of the In- 
quilition.— (God help my poor brother 
Tom!) - behold Religion, with Mercy 
and Juſtice chained down under her feet, 
.——there ſitting ghaſtly upon a black tri- 
bunal, propped up with racks and inſtru- 
ments of torment. Hark!—hark! what a 
piteous groan !''—( Here Trim's face turned 
as pale as aſhes.)—*< See the melancholy 
-wretch who uttered it.“ — (Here the tears 
began to trickle down.) —“ Juſt brought 
forth to undergo the anguiſh of a mock 
trial, and endure the utmoſt pains that a 
ſtudied ſyſtem of cruelty has been able to 
invent.“ (D- them all, quoth Trim, 
his colour returning into his face as red as 
blood.) — Behold this helpleſs victim de- 
livered up to his tormentors, —his body ſo 
waſted with ſorrow and confinement.” — | 
(Oh! 'tis my brother, cried poor Trim 
in a moſt paſſionate exclamation, dropping 
the ſermon upon the ground, and clapping 
his hands together—I fear tis poor Tom. 
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My father's and my uncle Toby's heart 
.yearned with ſympathy for the poor: fel- 
low's diſtreſs; even Slop bimſelf acknow- 
ledged pity for him.— — Why, Trim, ſaid 
my father, this is not a hiftory—'tis a 
ſermon thou art reading; prithee begin the 
ſentence | again) — © Behold this helpleſs 
victim delivered up to his tormentors,— 
his body ſo waſted with ſorrow and con- 
Knement, you will ſee every nerve and 
muſcle as it ſuffers. 

* Obſerve the laſt movement of that b 
rid engine! —(I would rather face a can- 
non, quoth Trim, ſtamping.) -“ See what 
convulfions it has thrown him into !—- Con- 
ſider the nature of the poſture in which he 
now lies firetched, — what exquiſite tor- 
tures he endures by it!“ (I hope tis not 
in Portugal.) — “ Tis all nature can bear! 
Good God! fee how it. keeps his weary 
ſoul hanging upon his trembling lips!“ (I 
would not read another line of it, quoth 
Trim, for all this world; —I fear, an' 
pleaſe your Honours, all this is in Por- 
tugal, where my poor brother Tom is. I 
tell thee, Trim, again, quoth my father, 
*tis not an hiſtorical account, — tis a de- 
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fcription. —*Tis only a deſcription, honeſt 
man, quoth Slop, there's not a word ef 
truth in it. — That's another tory , replied 
my father.— However, as Trim reads it 
with fo much concern, — tis cruelty to force 
him to go on with it —Give me hold of the 
Jermon, Trim ,—1'Il1 finiſh it for thee, and 
thou may'ft go. I muſt ſtay and hearittoo, 
replied Trim, if your Honour will allow 
'me ;—though I would not read it myſelf for 
a Colonel's pay. — — Poor Trim! quoth 
my uncle Toby. My father went on. J— — 
„ —Confider the nature of the poſture 
in which he now lies firetched , what ex- 
-quilite torture the endures by it! — Tis 
all nature can bear! Good God! See how 
it keeps his weary foul hanging upon his 
trembling lips, — — willing to take its 
leave, - — but not ſuffered to depart !— — 
Behold the unhappy wretch led back to 
| his cell!“ —( Then, thank God, however, 
quoth Trim, they have not killed him.) 
* See him dragged out of it again to meet 
the flames, and the inſults in his laſt 
agonies , which this principle ,—this prin- 
ciple, that there can be religion without 
mercy , has prepared for him,” —( Then, 
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thank God, — he is dead; quoth Trim ,— 
he is out of his pain, —and they have 
done their worſt at him. O Sirs!— Hold 
your peace, Trim, ſaid my father, going 
on with the ſermon; leſt Trim ſhould in- 
cenſe Dr. Slop ea . never have * 
at this rate.) 

The ſureſt way to try the: merit of any 
diſputed notion is, to trace down the con- 
ſequences ſuch a notion has produced, 


tianity ;—'tis the ſhort and deciſive rule 


which our Saviour has left us, for theſe 


and ſuch- like caſes, and it is worth a thou- 


ſand — gp ces A ye WOO 
Snow them. 


» will add no ends to the denen of 


this ſermon, than by two or three [hort 
and independent rules dedueible from it. 
< Firſt, whenever à man talks loudly 


againſt religion, always ſuſpect that it is 


not his reaſon, but his paſſions which have 
got the better of his CAREER. A bad life and 
a good belief are diſagreeable and trouble- 
ſome neighbours ,- and- where they ſepa- 


rate, depend upon it, tis for no other cauſe 


but quietneſs ſake, 
Trifiram Shandy. Vol, II. X 


and compare them with the ſpirit of Chriſ- 


" 
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. «« Secondly, When a man, thus repre- 


ſented, tells you in any particular in- 


Kance,—That ſuch a thing goes againſt his 
confcience, always believe he means ex- 
actly the ſame thing, as when be tells 


you ſuch a thing goes againſt his ſtomach; 


—a preſent want of appetite being . 


: * the true cauſe of both. 


1 In a word, —truft that man in nothing, 
whe has not a . „ in every 
thing. WiN 8 

And, in your own caſe remember this 
plain diſtinetion, a miſtake in which has 
xuined thouſands ,—that your conſcience is 


* not a law :—No, God and reaſon made 


the law, and have placed conſcience 
within you to determine ; not, like an 
Afiatic Cadi, according to the ebbs and 
flows of his own pallions ,—but like a 


good ſenſe, who makes no-new law, but 


faithfully enn that Low which * . 
dee tte e 124295 


nt oer $49 17 eee Sn RIfeevt 
* 


TRISTRAM SHANDY. 243 


Thou haſt read the ſermon extremely 
well, Trim, quoth my father. —If he had 

ſpared bis comments, replied Dr. Slop, 
— — he would have read it much better. 
F ſhould have read it ten times better, Sir, 
anſwered Trim, but that my heart was ſo 
full.—That was the very reaſon, Trim, 
replied my father, which has made thee 
read the ſermon as well as thou haſt done; 
and if the clergy of our church, continued 
my father, addreſſing himſelf to Dr. Slop, 
would take part in what they deliver as 
deeply as this poor fellow has done, —as 
their compoſitions are fine —(I deny it, 
quoth Dr. Slop)—I maintain it— - that 
the eloquence of our pulpits, with ſuch 
ſubjects to enflame it, would be a model 
for the whole world: - But alas ! continued 

my father, and I own it, Sir, with ſor- 
row, that, like French politicians in this 
reſpect, what they gain in the cabinet they 
loſe in the field. — Twere a pity, quoth 
my uncle, that this ſhould be loſt. I like 
the ſermon well, replied my father, — tis 
dramatic—and there is ſomething in that 
way of writing, when ſkilfully managed, 
which catches the attention, «= We preach 


X 2 


——— 
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much in that way with us, ſaid Dr. Slop. 
I know that very well, ſaid my father, 


—but in a tone and manner which diſguſt- 


ed Dr. Slop, full as much as his aſſent, 
fimply , could have pleaſed him.—But in 
this, added Dr. Slop, a little piqued,— 


our ſermons have greatly the advantage, 


that we never introduce any character into 
them below a patriarch or a patriarch's 
wife, or a martyr or a ſaint. — There are 
ſome very bad characters in this, how- 
ever, ſaid my father, and I do not think 
the ſermon a jot the worſe for 'em.—But 
pray, quoth my uncle Toby ,— — who's 
gan this be?—How could it get into my 
Stevinus ?—A man muſt be as great a con- 
jurer as Stevinus, ſaid my father, to re- 
folve the ſecond queſtion:—The firſt, I 
think, is not ſo difficult;—for unleſs my 
judgment greatly. deceives me, —I know 
the author, for it is wrote, nne. by 
the parſon of the pariſh, _ | 

- The fimilitude of the ſtyle and mana 
of it, with thoſe my father conſtantly had 
heard preached in his pariſh-ehureh, was 
the ground of bis conjecture ,—proying it 
as Rrongly, as an argument d priori could 
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prove ſuch a thing to a philoſophie mind, 
That it was Yorick's and no one's elſe :— 
It was proved to be ſo d poſteriori, the 
day after, when Yorick ſent a ſervant to 
my uncle Toby's houſe to inquire after it. 
It ſeems that Voriek, who was inquiſitive 
after all kinds of knowledge, had borrow- 
ed Stevinus of my uncle Toby, and had 
oareleſsly popped his ſermon ,-as ſoon as 
be had made it, into the middle of Stevi- 
nus; and by an act of forgetfulneſs, to which 
he was ever ſubject, he had ſent Stevinus 
home, and his fermon to keep him oom - 
pany. 

Ill-fated ſermon! Thou waſt lofi, 
this recovery of thee, a Tecond time, drop- 
ped through an unſuſpected fſure- in thy 
maker's pocket, down into a treacherous 
and a tattered lining , trod deep into the 
dirt by the left hind-foot of his Rofinante, 
inhumanly Repping upon thee as thou fal- 
ledfſit ;—buried ten days in the mire ,—rail- 

ed up out of it by a beggar,—fold for a 
halfpenny to a pariſh · olerk, - transferred to 
is parſon, —loſt for ever to thy own, the 
remainder of his days, — nor reſtored to his 
reftleſs Manes till this very moment, that 
I tell the world the ſtory. | 


! 


1 


aſter 


— 
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© * | Can: the reader believe, that this. ſer- 


mon of Yorick's was preached at an aſlize, 
in the cathedral of York, before a thou- 
ſand witnelles, ready to give oath of it, 
by a certain prebendary of that church, 
and actually-printed by him when he had 
done ,—and within ſo ſhort a ſpace as 
two years and three months after Yorick's 
death.—Yorick indeed, was never better 
ſerved in his life ;—but it was a little hard 
to mal-treat him after, and plunder him 
after he was laid in his grave. 
However, as the gentleman who did it 
was in perfect charity with Yorick,—and, 


in conſcious juſtice, printed but a few co- 


-pies to give away;—and that I am told 
he could moreover” have made as good a 
one himſelf, had he thaught fit, —I declare 
J would not have publiſhed this anecdote 
to the world;—nor do I publiſh it with 
an intent to hurt his character and advance- 


ment in the church; — I leave that to 
others ;—but I find mylelf impelled by two 


reaſons, which I cannot withſtand. 

The firſt is, in doing juſtice, I may give 
reſt to Yorick's ghoſt ;—which ,—as the 
country-people, and ſome others believe, 
Hill walks, | 
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The ſecond reaſon is, That, by laying 
open this ſtory to the world, I gain an 
opportunity of informing it ,—That in caſe 
the character 'of parſon Yorick, and this 
ſample of his ſermons, is liked, —there 
are now in the poſſeſſion of the Shandy 
family, as many as will make a handſome _ 
volume, at the world's ſervice, —and much | 
good may Hay * it. | 


CHAP. XVII. 


OsAblau gained the two crowns with- 
out diſpute; for he came in jingling, with | 
all the inftruments in the green baize bag 
wwe ſpoke of, ſlung acroſs his body, juſt 
as Corporal Trim went out of the room. 

It is now proper, I think, quoth De. 
Slop, (clearing up his looks) as we are 
in a condition to be of ſome ſervice to 
Mrs. Shandy, to ſend up fairs to know 
how ſhe goes on. 197 05 e 

I have ordered, ee my father, 
the old midwife to come down to us upon 
the leaſt difficulty ;—for you muſt know, 
Dr. Slop, continued my father, with a 
perplexed kind of a ſmile upon his coun- 
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tenance, that by expreſs treaty, ſolemnly 
ratified between me and my wife, you are 
no more than an auxiliary in this affair, 
—and not fo much as that, —unleſs the 
lean old mother of a midwife above ſtairs 
cannot do without you, —'Women have 
their particular fancies, and in points of 
this nature, continued my father , where 
they bear the whole burden, and fuffer 
ſo much acute pain for the advantage of 
our families, and the good of the ſpecies, 
—they claim a right of deciding, en Souve- 
raines, in whoſe hands, and in what fa- 
Chion, they chooſe to undergo it. 
They are in the right of it, quot my 
uncle Toby. But, Sit, replied Dr. Slop, 
not taking notice of my uncle 'Toby's opi- 
nion, but turning to my father, they had 
better govern in other points; — and a 
fatber of a family, who wiſhes its perpe - 
toity, in my opinion, had better exchange 
this prerogative with them, and give up 
ſome other rights in lieu of it.—I know 
not, quoth my father, anſwering a little 
too teſtily, to be quite diſpallionate in 
what he ſaid,—I know not, quoth he, 
what we have left to give up, in lieu of 
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who ſhall bring our children into the world, 
unleſs that, —of who ſhall beget them. 
One would almoſt give up any thing, re- 
plied Dr. Slop —I beg your pardon, 
anfwered my uncle Toby. Sir, replied Dr. 
Slop, it would aftoniſh you to know what 
improvements we have made of late years 
in all branches of obſtetrical knowledge, 
but particularly in that one fingle point 
of the ſafe and expeditious extraction of 
the faetus,— which has received ſuch 
lights, that, for my part (holding up his 
hands) I declare I wonder how the world 
has—I wiſh , quoth my uncle Toby, you 
had ſeen — ev men n NE 


CHAP. xx. 


1 HAVE . the — over this 
ſcene for a minute ,—to remind you of one 
thing ,—and to inform you of another. 
What I have to inform you, comes, I 
own, a little out of its due coutſe; — for 
it ſhould have been told a hundred and 
fifty pages ago, but that I foreſaw then 
it would come in pat hereafter, and be of 
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more advantage here than elſewhere. — 
Writers had need look before them to 
keep up'the ſpirit and connexion. of what 
oy have in hand. ' 

When theſe two things are done ths 
curtain ſhall be drawn up again, and my 
uncle Toby, my father and Dr. Slop , ſball 
go on with their diſcourſe, without any 
more interruption. [4 7 . 
+, Firft, then, the matter which I a 
remind you of, is this; —that from the 
ſpecimens of ſingularity in my father's 
notions in the point of Chriſtiau- names, 
and that other previous point thereto ,— 
you was led, I think into an opinion, 
(and I am ſure I ſaid as much) that my 
father was a gentleman altogether as odd 
and whimfical' in fifty other opinions, In 
truth there was not a ftage in the life of 
man, from the very firſt act of his beget- 
ting, — down to the lean and. ſlippered 
pantaloon in his ſecond childiſhneſs, but 
| he had ſome. favourite notion to himſelf, 
ſpringing out of it, as [ceptical, and as 
far out 'of the high-way of thinking, as 
theſe two which have been explained. 

Mr. Shandy, my father, Sir, would 
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lee nothing in the light in which others 
placed it; —he placed things in his own 
light; —he would weigh nothing in com- 
mon ſcales;—no, he was too refined a 
reſearcher to lie open to ſo groſs an impo- 
fition.—To come at the exact weight of 
things in the ſcientific ſteel-yard, the ful- 
crum, he would ſay, Thould be almoſt 
inviſible, to avoid all friction from popu- 
lar tenets ; — without this, the minutiae 
of philoſophy, which would always turn 
the balance, w:ll have no weight at all. 
Knowledge, like matter, he would affirm 
was diviſible in infinitum ;—that the grains 
And ſeruples were as much a part of it, 
as the gravitation of the whole world. — 
In a word, he would ſay, error, was er- 
ror,— no matter where it fell, —-whether 
in a fraction, —or a pound, —'twas alike 
fatal to truth, and ſhe was kept down at 
the bottom of her well, as inevitably by 
a miſtake in the duſt of a butterfly's wing, 
—as in the diſk of the ſun, the moon, 
and all the ſtars of heaven put together. 
| He would often lament that it was for 
want of conſidering this properly, and of 
applying it ſkilfully to civil matters, as well 


— 


wy” © DRE Se-: 


as to ſpeculative truths , that ſo many things 
in this world were out of joint that the 
Political arch was giving way; — and that 
the very foundations of our excellent eon - 
ſtitution, in church and ſtate, were ſo 


fapped as eftimators had reported, 


You cry out, he would ſay, we are a 
ruined ” undone people. Why? he would 


alk, making uſe of the ſorites or ſyllogiſm 


of Zeno and Chryfippus, without knowing 
it belonged to them. —Why ? why are we 


a ruined people ?—Becaufe we are corrupt- 


ed. — Whence is it, dear Sir, that we are 


corrupted? — Becauſe we are needy; — 


our poverty, and not our wills, ' conſent. 
— And wherefore, he would add, — are 
we needy ?—From the neglect, he would 
anſwer, of our pence and our halfpence: 
— Our bank - notes, Sir, our guineas ,—nay 


our ſhillings take care of themſelves. 


Tis the ſame, he would ſay, through- 
out the whole circle of the ſciences ;—the 
great, the eſtabliſhed points of them, are 
not to be broke in upon.—The laws of 
nature will defend themſelves;—but er- 
ror—( he would add, looking earnefily at 
my mother)—error, Sir, creeps in through 


4 
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the minute holes, and.ſmall crevices which 
human nature leaves unguarded. | |, 1» 
This turn of thinking,in my father, is 
what I had to remind you of :—The point 


you are to be inſormed of, and which 
I have reſerved for this; place, is as 


follows. e. — * | 


. Amongſt the many and allen 8 
with which my father had urged my mother 
to accept of Dr. Slop's aſſiſtance preferably 
to that of the old woman ,—there was one 
of a very fingular nature; which, when 
he had done arguing the matter with. her 
as a Chriſtian, and come to argue. it over 
again with her as a philoſopher, he. had 
put his whole firength to, depending in- 
deed upon it as his ſheet-anchor.—lIt fail- 


ed him, though from no defect in the 
argument itſelf; but that, do what he could, 


he was not able for his ſoul to make her 
comprehend the drift of it.—Carſed luck! 
—ſaid: he to himſelf, one afternoon ,' as 
he walked out of the room, after he had 
been flating it for an hour and a half to 
her, to no manner of purpoſe ;—curied 
luck ! ſaid he, biting his lip as he ſbut 
the door ,—for,a man to be maker of one 
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of the fineſt chains of reaſoning in nature, 


—and have a wife at the ſame time with 
fuch a head-piece, that he cannot hang 


.up a ſingle inference within fide of it, to 
fave” his foul from "defiruction;' 0 


This argument, though it was entirely 
loſt upon my mother, —had more weight 
with him, than all his other arguments 
joined togetber:—I will therefore endea- 
vour to do it juſtice ,—and ſet it forth with 
all the perſpicuity I am maſter of. 

'My father ſet out upon the 3 of 
theſe'two following axioms: - | 
Firſt, That an ounce of a man's own 
wit, was n a ton of men . cod 8.3 

and n 

Secondly 8 0 by os by „ Was the 
ground- work of the firfi axiom ,—though it 
comes laſt) That every man's wit muſt 
come from every _— own r 


no other body's 


Now, as it was — to my alder, 
wok all fouls were by nature equal,— 
and that the great difference between the 
moſt acute and the moſt obtuſe underſtand- 
ing,—was from no original ſharpnefs or 
bluntneſs of one thinking ſubſtance above 
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or below another ,—but aroſe merely from 
the lucky or unlucky organisation of the 
body, in that part where the foul prin- 
cipally took up her reſidence ,—he had 
made it the ſubject of his nen 2 
out the indentical place. 

Now, from the beſt accounts he had been 
able to get of this matter, he was fatis- 
fied it could not be where Des Cartes had 
fixed it, upon the top of the pineal gland 
of the brain; which, as he philoſophized, 
formed a cuſhion for her about the fize of 
a marrow pea; though, to ſpeak the truth, 
as ſo many nerves did terminate all in 
' that one place ,—it was no bad conjecture; 
and my father bad certainly fallen with 
that great-philoſopher plumb into the centre 
of the miſtake, had it not been for my 
uncle Toby, who reſcued him out of it, 
by a flory. he told him of a Walloon of- 
cer at the battle of Landen, who had 
one part of his brain ſhot away by a 
muſket-ball, and another part of it taken 
out after by a French ſurgeon; and after 
all, recoyered, and Wann ä 
withopt: it. 


Ik death u. cad my, caider, reaſoning with 
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himſelf,-is nothing but the ſeparation of 
the ſoul from the body ;—and: if it is true 
that people can walk about and do their 
buſineſs without brains, —then certes the 
ſoul does not inhabit there. O. EK. D. 
As for that certain, very thin, ſubtle 
and very fragrant juice which Coglioniſſimo 
Borri, the great Milaneze phyfician, af- 
Arms, in a letter to Bartholine, to have dil- 
'covered in the cellulae of the occipital parts 
of the cerebellum, and which he likewiſe 
affirms to be the principal ſeat of the rea- 
Jonable ſoul, {fer, you muſt know in theſe 
latter and more enlightened ages, there are 
two ſouls in every man living, —the one, 
according to the great Metheglingius, being 
ealled the Animas, the other, the Anima;) 
-—as for the opinion, I ſay of Borri,—- 
my father could never ſubſcribe to it by 
any means; the very idea of ſo noble, ſo 
refined, ſo immaterial, and fo exalted a 
deing as the Anima, or even the Animas, 
taking up her refidence, and fitting dab- 
bling, like a tad-pole all day long, both 
fommer'and winter, in 'a paddle, —or in 
a liquid of any kind, how thick or thin 
ſoever, he would ſay, ſhocked bis imagi- 
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nation; he would learee sive the doctrine 
a hearing. 

What, therefore, ſeemed the leaſt liable 
to objections of -any, was that the chief 


ſenſorium, or head-quarters of the ſoul, 
and to which place all intelligences were 


referred, and from whence all her man- 


dates were iſſued, — was an, or near, the 
cerebellum, — — or rather ſome - where 
about the medulla oblongata, wherein it 


was generally agreed by Duteh anatomiſts, 
that all the minute-nerves from all the 
organs of the ſeven ſenſes concentered, 


like fireets and winding alleys, into a 
ſquare. 1428 5 b 8 0 


So far there was nothing Sogeter in my 
father's opinion, —he had the beſt of phi- 


1lofophers; of all ages and elimates, to go 
along with him. —But here he took a road 


of his own, ſetting up another Shandean 
hypotheſis upon theſe corner ſtones they 
had laid for him ;—and which ſaid hypo- 
theſis equally fiood its ground; whether 
the ſubtilty and fineneſs of the ſoul depend- 


ed upon the temperature and clearneſs 


of the ſaid liquor, or of the finer net-work 
Triflram Shandy. Vol. II. Y 


—— —ͤ—ñ—œP — — ————— 2.4. — 
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and texture in the cerebellum itſelſ; which 


opinion he favoured. 4 


He maintained, that next to the due care 
to be taken in the act of propagation of 
each individual, which required all the 
thought in the world, as it laid the foun- 
dation of this incomprehenſible contexture, 
in which wit, memory, fancy, eloquence, 


and what is uſually meant by the name 


of good natural parts, do conſiſt; — that 
next to this and his Chriſtian name, which 
were the two original and moſt efficacious 
cauſes of all; —that the third cauſe® or 


rather what logicians call the Cauſa fine 
qua xon, and without which all that was 


done was of no manner of ſignificance ,— 
was the preſervation of this delicate and 
fine-ſpun web, from the havock which 
was generally made in it by the violent 
compreſſion and cruſh which the head was 
made to undergo; by the nonſenſical 


method of bringing us into 2 world * 
that foremoſt. 4 if] 


— his e . 
My father, who dipped into all kinds 
of books, upon looking into Zitkopacdus 
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Senonenfis de Partu difficili *, publiſhed 
by Adrianus Smelygot, had found out, 
that the lax and pliable ſtate of a child's 

head in parturition; the bones of the cras 
nium having no ſutures at that time, was 
ſuch; — that by force of the woman's ef: 
forts, which, in ſtrong labour-pains, was 
equal, upon an average, to the weight of 
470 pounds averdupois acting perpendicu- 
larly upon it ;—it ſo. happened, that in 
49 inſtances out of 50, the ſaid head was 
compreſſed and moulded into the ſhape of 
an oblong conical piece of dough, ſuch 
as a paſiry-cook generally: rolls up in 
u to make a witty of, — Good God! cried 


IF SO 4 


| * The a is hw ties nne for 
| Lithopaedus ſhould be wrote thus, Lithopaediz 
Senonenſis Icon. The ſecond miſtake is, that 

this Lichopaedus is not an author K but a draws 
ing of a petrified child. The account of this, 
publiſhed by Athoſius 1380. may be ſeen at 
the end of Cordaeus's works in Spachius.'M. 
Triſtram Shandy has beeu led into this error, 
either by ſeeing Lithopaedus's name of late in 
a catalogue of learned writers in Dr.—, 
or by miſtaking Lichopaedus for Trinecavellius , 
b apa the * nn m of the 
names. 3 | 4 
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my father, what havock and deſtruction 


muſt this make in the infinitely fine and 


tender texture of the cerebellum !—-Or if 


there is [uch a juice as Borri pretends ,— — 
is it not enough to make the cleareſt liquid 
in the world both feculent and mothery? 
But how great was his apprebenſion, 
when he farther underſtood, that this force 


acting upon the very vertex of the head, 


not only injured” the brain itſelf or cere- 


brum , but that it neceſſarily ſqueezed and 


propelled the cerebrum towards the cere- 
bellum, which was the immediate ſeat 
of the underſtanding. — —Angels and Mi- 
niſters of grace defend us! cried” my fa- 
ther, — can any ſoul withſtand this ſhock ? 
— No wonder the intellectual web is ſo 
rent and tattered as we fee it; and that 
fo many of our beft heads are no better 
than a puzzled ſkein of filk—all perple- 
xity „all confuſion within - fi de. 

But when my father read on, ai Was 


ler into the ſecret, that when a child 


was turned topſy-turvy, which was eaſy 
for an operator to do, and was extract- 
ed by the feet ;—that inſtead of the ce- 
rebrum being propelled towards the cere- 
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bellum , the cerebellum , on the contrary, 
was propelled- ſimply towards the cere- 
brum, where it could do no manner of 
hurt: — By beavens!-cried he, the world 
is in conſpiracy to drive out what little 
wit God has given us, —and the profeſ- 
fors of the obſtetric art are lifted into the 
ſame conſpiracy.— What is it to me which 
end of my ſon comes foremoſt into the 
world, provided all goes right after, and 
his cerebellum eſcapes uncruſhed? ? 
It is the nature of an hypotheſis, when 
once a man has conoeived it, that it aſ- 
fimilates every thing to itſelf as proper 
nouriſhment; and, from the firſt moment 
of ' your begetting it, it generally grows 
the ſtronger by every thing you lee, hear, 
read, or underſtand. This is of great uſe. 
When my father was gone with this 
about a month, there was ſcarce a phae- 
nomenon of ſtupidity. or of genius, which 
he could not readily folve by it;—it ac- 
counted for the eldeſt ſon being the great- 
eſt blockhead in the family.—Poor devil, 
he would ſay, —he made way for the ca- 
pacity of his younger brothers. It unrid- 
dled the oblexvations of drivellers and 


\ 
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monſtrous heads, —ſhewing @ priori, it 
could not be otherwiſe, — unleſfs 1 
don't know what. It wonderfully explained 
'and-accounted for the acumen of the Aſia- 
tic genius and that ſprightlier turn, and a 
more penetrating intuition of minds, in 
warmer climates; not from the looſe and 
common - place ſolution of a clearer ſky, 
and a more perpetual ſun-ſhine, eto. — 
which for aught he knew; might as well 
rarify and dilute the faculties of the ſoul 
into nothing, by one extreme, —as they 
are condenſed in colder climates by the 
other ;— but he traced the affair up to its 
Ipring-head; — ſhewed that, in warmer 
climates, nature had laid a lighter tax 
upon the faireſt parts of the creation;— 
their pleaſures more; the neceſſity of their 
pains leſs, inſomuch that the preſſure and 
reſiſtance upon the «vertex was ſo. [light, 
that the whole organization of the cere- 
bellum was preſerved ;—nay,. he did not 
believe, in natural births, that ſo much 
as a fingle thread of the net-work was 
broke or diſplaced ,—ſo that the ſoul _ : 
juſt act as ſhe liked. 210 

When my father — 2 lo A 
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what a blaze of light did the accounts of 
the Caeſarian. ſection, and of the tower- 
ing geniuſes who had come ſafe into the 
world by it, caſt. upon this hypotheſis? 
Here you ſee, he would ſay, there was 
no injury done to the ſenſorium; — no 
preſſure of the head againſt the pelvis; 
no Propulſion of the cerebrum towards 
the cerebellum either by the os pubis 
on this fide, or the os coxygis on that; 
— - and pray, what were the happy 
conſequences? Why, Sir, your Julius 
Caeſar, who gave the operation a name; 
—and your Hermes Triſmegiſtus, who 
was born ſo before eyer the operation had 
a name; — your Scipio Africanus; your 
Manlius Torquatus; our Edward the 
Sixth, who, had he lived, would have 
done the ſame honour to the hypotheſis: 
— — Theſe, and, many ,more who figured 
high in the annals of fame, all came fide 
. "_ Sir, into the world. . 
The incifion of the abdomen and 3 
ran for fix weeks together in my father's 
head;—hbe had read, and was ſatisfied, 
that wounds in the epigafirium, and thoſe 
in the matriæ, were not mortal; —ſo that 
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the belly of the mother might be opened 
extremely well to give a paſſage to the 
child. —He mentioned the thing one after- 
noon to my mother,—merely as a matter 
of fact; but ſeeing her turn as pale as 
aſhes at the very mention of it, as much 
as the operation flattered his hopes, —he 
thought it as well to ſay no more of it ,— 
contenting himſelf with admiring ,—what 
he thought was to no purpoſe to propoſe. 
This was my father M. Shandy's hypo- 
theſis; concerning which I have only to 
add, that my brother Bobby did as great 
honour to it ( whatever he did to the fa- 
mily) as any one of the great heroes we 
ſpoke: of: For happening not only to be 
chriſtened, as I told you, but to be born 
too, when my father was at Epſom,— 
being moreover my mother's fir? child ,— 
coming into the world with his head fore- 
moſt ,—and turning out afterwards a lad 
of wonderful ſlow parts,—my father ſpelt” 
all theſe together into his opinion; and as 
he bad failed at one end be was deter- 
mined to try the ober. 

This was not to be expected from one 
of the fiterhood ;' who are not eafily to 
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de put out of their way ,—and was there- 
fore one of my father's great reaſons in 
favour of a man of ſcience, whom he could 
| better deal with. 


Of all men in the world, Dr. Slop was 
the fitteſt for my father's purpoſe; — for 


though this new invented forceps was the 
armour he had proved, and what he main- 
tained to be the ſafeſt inſtrument of deliver - 
ance, yet it ſeems, he had ſcattered a 
word or two in his book, in favour of 
the very thing which ran in my father's 
fancy ;—though not with a view to the ſouls 
good in extracting by the feet, as was 
my father's ſyſtem but for reaſons 1 mere- 
obſtetrical. 

This will account for the coalition be- 
twixt my father and Dr. Slop, in the en- 
ſuing diſcourſe, which went a little hard 
againſt my uncle Toby.—In what manner 
a plain man, with nothing but common 
ſenſe, could bear up againſt two ſuch al- 
lies in ſcience, — is hard to conceive,— 
You may conjecture upon it, if you pleaſe, 
—and whilſt your imagination is in motion, 


you may encourage it to go on, and dif. - 


cover by what cauſes and effects in nature 
Trifiram Mandy. Vol, II. 2 


Rs + i n ode. £6 "at OT A. xXx . p 


4268 Taz LIFE or ete. 


it could come to paſs, that my uncle To- 
by got his modeſty by the wound he re- 
ceived upon his groin,—You may raiſe a 
ſyſtem to account for the loſs of my noſe 
by marriage · articles, — and ſhew the world 
how it could happen, that I ſhould have 
the misfortune to be called TRISTRAM, 
in oppoſition to my father's bypothelis, 
and the wiſh of the whole family, God- 
fathers and God-mothers not excepted.— 
Theſe, with. fifty other points left yet un- 
ravelled, you may endeavour to ſolve if 
you have time; — but I tell you beforehand 
it will be in vain, for not the ſage Al- 
quife, the magician in Don Belianis of 
Greece, nor the no leſs famous Urganda, 
the ſorcereſs his wife, (were they alive) 
could pretend to come within a league of 
| the truth, 
The reader will be content to wait for 
a full explanation of theſe matters till the 
next ,year,—when a ſeries of things will 
be laid open which he little expects. 


End of the — Volume. 


